sy
~
ary.wmm«

‘Discovery Deposition —— =~
of DAVID GAGNON

% Date: February 4 2013

£ -
u) 7" Case: Dulberg v. Gagnon L

- Reprﬁng C'pany

‘Phone: 312-977-1777 S

- T TS

Dulberg 007893



¥68200 ©I_qng

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
SS.
COUNTY OF McHENRY ) )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND
JUPICIAL CIRCUIT
McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PAUL DULBERG,
Plaintiff,

vs.

=
e}

12 1A 178

DAVID GAGNON, Individually,
and as Agent of CARQOLINE
McGUIRE and BILL McGUIRE;
and CAROLINE McGUIRE and
BILL McGUIRE, Individually,

T Nt S S A A i et e A e e s

Defendants.

The deposition of DAVID a. GAGNON taken before
Margaret Maggie Orton, Certifiedvshorthand Reporter
and Registered Professional Reporter, taken pursuant
to the provisioﬁé of the Illinois Code of Civil
Procedure and the Rules of the Supreme Court thereof
pertaining to the taking of depositions for the
purpose of discovery at 3421 West Elm Street, McHenry,

Illinois, commencing at 1:12 D.m. on February 4, 2013.
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APPEARANCES:

LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS J. POPOVICH, P.C.
MR. HANS A. MAST

3416 West Elm Street

McHenry, Illinois 60050

Phone: (815) 344-3797

E-mail: hansmast@comcast.net

On behalf of the Plaintiff;

LAW OFFICES OF STEVEN A. LIHOSIT
MR. JOSEPH P. CALL.AHAN

200 North LaSalle Street

Suite 2550

Chicago, Illinois 60601

Phone: (312) 558-9800

E-mail: jcabd@allstate.com . ,
On behalf of the Defendant David Gagnon;

CICERO & FRANCE

MR. RONALD A. BARCH

6323 East Riverside Boulevard
Suite 2

Rockford, Illinois 61114
Phone: (815) 226-7700
E-mail: rb@cicerofrance.com
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On behalf of the Defendants Carolyn McGuire and

Bill McGuire.
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(Witness sworn.)
~MR. MAST: All right. This is the discovery
deposition of David Gagnén taken pursuant to notice in
accordance with the applicable rules.
WHEREUPON :
DAVID A. GAGNON,
called as a witness herein, having been first duly
sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY‘MR. MAST: |
Q Mr. Gagnon, I'm Hans Mast. I represent Paul
Dulberg. I'm going to ask you some questions
regarding this chain saw incident. Start out with
some background information. I just want to make
sure -- And I imagine you've never given»a deposition
before; is that correct?
A I have on my own behalf. I was in a car

accident several years back.

@) Okay. So you know the process?
A Fairly well, yeah.
Q Okay. So really the process is simple.

Questions and then you answer the questions and we go
back and forth until we're done, okay?

A Okay.

Dulberg 007897
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Q I want to make sure, though, that your
answers are responsive to my quéstions. So if you
don't understand the question, let me know. Otherwise
if you answer it, we're all going to assume that you
understood the question, okay? |

A I understand.

Q Okay. Let's see what else. You're aware
obviously of Paul's accident that this case is all
about that happened, I think, at your parents' house
during some chain saw work at their house? You're
aware ofvthat?

A Yes, I'm aware of that.

Q Okay. And I believe, and you can correct me
if I'm wrong on anything obviously, but I believe it

happened June 28th, 2011? Does that --

A Yes.
Q‘ -- sound right?
A Yes, that sounds correct.
- Q Okay. Do you remember what day of the week

that was?

A No, I do not.
Q Was it Saturday or Sunday?
A No, it was not. It was during the week, I'm

gquite sure.

Dulberg 007898
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Q Okay. I'd like to start now and go through

some background information. So why don't we start

with this: What's your date of birth?

A 4-3-67.

And that makes you how old today?

A I am 45.
0 Are you employed today?
A I am self-employed as I have been my entire
life.
0 What are you self-employed in doing?
A I do auto restorations and collision repair.
0 Do you do that under your own name?
A I do that under the name of Dave's Auto Body.
0] At home-?
A Yes,.
0 Ts that an incorporation or some type of
formal --
A No.
0 -- organization?
A No. No.
Q Okay. How long have you been doing auto

restoration and collision repair under Dave's Auto
Body, under that name?

A Probably 20 years.

Dulberg 007900
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Q  Has it always been full-time?

A I would have liked it to have been. As work
comes, I work on that; othefwise,‘I fill the void with
other things that I can perform.

Q All right.- Have you had to fill the void
with other things in the last ten years?

A Yes, and I have been employed with other
people in between.

Q Okay. ©So we'll get to that in a minute,

then, okay?

A Okéy._

Q - What i1s your current address?

A 39010 90th Place, Genoa City,'Wisconsin.

Q So that's right over the border here to the
north?

Yeah. 53128 is the zip.

Q Who do you live with there?

A My wife.
- Q What's her name?

A Pamela.

0 Anybody else live at that address? o |

A No. | IR %

Q Do -you have any c%}ldren? f;T‘2 ; . -

A No, I do not. r\xt‘v - L AR

P I s -~
AS

\
oo
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0 And vyour Social Security number?

A In full?

Q  Yes

MR. CALLAHAN: ‘Can we do this off the record

MR. MAST: We can do it off the record.
BY MR. MAST:
Q Let's say on the record, what are the last

four digits?

A 2535.
Q 25357
A Yes.

MR. MAST: Okay. Give it to us off the record

now.
(Discussion off the record.)

BY’Dﬁ{. MAST:

0 Did you give us your --

MR. CALLAHAN: Back on the record?

MR. MAST: Back on the record.
BY MR. MAST:

0 | Did you give us your full Social Security
number off the record? |

A Yes.

Q Okay. All right. Do you have any criminal

Dulberg 007903




06,00 Bieqing

| JUSKIE PRINTING
| 115 E. Chicago ave

| Westmont, IL 60559

| 630-663-8833

! fax 630-663-8844

e-mail: juskieprinting@aol.com

Davie Enopow & Fou Deve nze s

KUEw GF E804q orvec S7sersa b
ABoyT a&ég YE4eS 450 Theu Flaue s

Ferewds, FPaur wzvere scyem THCEE N
T2 DAVID Froe 75 T, s

*'7‘7 FAUL tps Br.ys BoBrSAT ST

Sa@ Drvesxis HOUSE AT Tere

TINE Davyy <pye Taey Per o

VBiks Temis DAVID s OuLseve

THav poui gy ABou7 Z o ¥ Yepsgs
@ DD w7 EVEN Awoew Fiu,..
Bs Yepes AE&ES



10

11

112

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
| 22
1 23

24

Page 9

convictions on your record in the last ten years?

A No.<Sr & F 1. = qn A e L
Q How long have you known Paul Dulberg?
A | 35 years. -
0 And 35 years, how did you meet him?
35 vyears -- | |
A Riding bicycles in a place we had deemed

called the mini trails.

@) So were you neighbors, or ...
A We lived close by. He lives in Pistakee
Terrace, my mother -- or my mother lives in Pistakee

Terrace; he lives in Pistakee Highlands which is

about, I would say, a quarter mile maybe away from one

another.

Q And the mini trails were by your mother's
house?

A They were closer to his home.

Q | Closer?

A They were closer to his home. They were just

down the road from his home.

Q Okay. And since you kind of met at the

trails and you became -- a friendship arose?
LS o
A ‘Yeah. Yes.-' i o R

Q Okay. Has that friendship been in pretty

N

Dulberg 007905
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good standing since then till today?
A Yes, and as of right now I don't know where
it stands. I have not spoken with him as I was

directed not to.

0 Fair enough. But at least in your mind is it
still in good standing -- Hold on. Let me just finish
the guestions. Is your friend- -- At least in vour

mind, 1is your friendship still in good standing with

Paul Dulberg today?

A No.

o) Okay. And is that because of the suit?

A Yes. | |

Q Okay. Fair enough. Understood about that.

Until the suit was filed, okay, was your
friendship with Paul Dulberg in good standing?
A Yes . == |
. . | 218 o
Q Had 1t been all the way for those 38 Years
until the suit was filed?
A Yes.
Q Okay. So there was never any times where -

your friendship was seriously tested over that

73
6‘5? vears?

A No.

Q Is that correct?

Dulberg 007907
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A That's correct.

Q Okay. And you can correct me if I say
something that's not accurate, but so is it my
feeling, even though you don't know what Paul's view
of your friendship is, this suit being filed against
you'has brought negative feelings in your mind about
vour friendship?

A  Yes, and only recently, if I may.

) Okay. Go ahead.

A At first when it had arisen, this situation,
we were still talking to one another and I was_ﬁ;gg}y
submitting both insurance information, whatever ﬁé
requested because, you know, there wasn't a problem at

that time. But things turned as Paul had said some

things that didn't really go well with me.

Q. You mean in his deposition or somewhere else?
A Personally to me.
Q Well, if -- I guess I've got to ask you what

those‘things were then.

A Okay. After bringing him to the hospital
after this occurrence took place with his vehicle, we
had 1eft. Myself still being very (inaudible) and my
heart being concerned as to his condition becauée.he's

my friend, he turned to me just leaving the hospital

%
I
jﬁ' Dulberg 007909
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and said that we can make a lot of money at this. "N~

Q Okay. Was anybody else present during that
conversation?

A No. No.

Q Was that in your car on the way from the
hospitai?

A That was in his vehicle immediately leaving

the hospital and still in the parking lot at the
hospital.

Q Was that the same day of your accident -- of
his accident?

A Yes.

Q Okay. So that would have been June 28, 2011,

he was discharged out of the hospital and he was in

his car?

A Passenger's seat; I was driving, yeah.

Q Okay. Did you not have a‘car at the time or
something? |

A No. His vehiéle was at my house -- my

mother's house, I should say, where the occurrence

happened; and when we left, he said, Just take my car,

so we took his wvehicle to the ——,/~1ftw,:ﬂ;. -
. § -~ g

LI

Q All right. Let me stop you because I

understand what you're saying. You're saying after

Dulberg 007911
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his injury you drove his car with him as a passenger
to the hospital?

A Yes.

Q | He got treated, discharged, and then you were
back in his car going back to yoﬁr mom's house?

A Never left the parking lot and he said that.
No, I understand. that --
Yes, but that's -
~- but that's where you were going?

Yes. Yes.

LGRS © B

All right. Let's try not to -- I'll try and
won't talk over you; you try not‘to talk ovér me.

All right. So you're leaving the
hospital still in his car on the way to your mother's
house, right? Right? That'é on the way? That's
where you were going? |

A Right, that's where we were going, bgt we

still had not left the parking lot. aff”Ehvf | w@?viv_;{

o) 211 right. I didn't say anything égghf Where‘“:;
you were. I'm saying you're in the car on the way to |
your mother's house, right?

A Yes.

Q  Okay.

iy Yes.

Dulberg 007912
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Q But before you left the parking lot, you're

in the car in the parking lot of the hospital and

that's when he made that statement?

A Yes. — L « o R A

Q Did he say anything else during that
conversation that you -- that you didn't like?

A No.

Q  Okay. So that was the extent of anything
that he said about financial aspects»of this case?
A Yes. |
Q Is that the only time he said anything about
financial aspects of this case?
| A  No.

Q When is the next time he said anything like

"that?

A I had visited him shortly after because we
were still in friendship, and I stopped in his home,
and |

Q  How soon after the accident?

A ‘Oh, this is about three or four months after
the accident.ﬁ;

Q | Okay.

A It was -- Now, I remember it was cold. It

was winter so I can't say exactly what day, but I was

Dulberg 007913
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leaving and he had mentioned that, This may possibly
be the best thing that could happen to me because T
won't have to work the rest of my life. |

Q'v Any witness to that conversation?

A Yes, Michael Mcartor.

Q who?

A Michael Mcartor, who lives with him.

Q How do you spell the last name?

A Capital M small C, Artor, AR T O R or E R;
I'm not quite certain of that spelling, but he resides

with Paul there at his home.

Q Where Paul's living now?
A Yes.
Q Okay. 2nd where did that conversation take

place four months after the accident?

A In his kitchen where -- In his kitchen.

Q And the eXtent of this conversation regarding
the financial aspects that we're talking about is that
»he said, This might be the best thing that happened to

me, and what else? Was there anything else?

A Because I may not have to work another day of
my life. -~ e
0 Because I what?

A May not have to work another day of my life.

Dulberg 007915
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Q Did he say anything else during that

conversation now about the financial aspects of this

accldent?
A No.
Q 'Did he say anything else during that

conversation that you found uncomfortable»or wrong?

A No. No.

Q Okay. Any pthervthings that Paul has said
that you believed were wrong or had some kind of
financial component to this accident other than those
two that we've -- vyou've already described?

A There was also another instance where he
visited me at my home, I believe it was in 2012 when
things were going along here; we were still in
conversation with one another.

Q Okay. Let me just stop you. After the suit

was filed or before the suit was filed?

A It was after the suit was filed, vyeah.
0 Okay.
A And he was not -- if not coaching me,

reassuring me that if I did make it easier, shall we
say, or ... that I would be awarded something for my
cooperation in it.-~ -

Q Was there any witnesses to that

Dulberg 007917
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communicaéion?
RA”: ‘No. No.
&f;{é{Q Did he say how yvou would be awarded?
' ;};g§A No.
. 0 Did he promise to pay you anything in

exchange for your testimony?

A Yes.
- Q T What did he promise to pay you?
A $10,000. <
N Qy; “What did he say? _
,a; %%A: ) If he got a hundred thousand dollars.
Q } What was thel—— I need to know the exact

'ﬂwording of that communication so that we all can

understand what he said.

A If this goes well for me, I wouldn't have a
problem with giving you $10,000 if say I was to get a
hundred thousand dollars. - ~

Q Okay. Did he, though, make that hundred --
that $10,000 conditional on what you would say or just
said, If it goes well for me, I'll give you 10,000 out
of the hundred thousand?

A He didn't place conditions on it.

Q Okay.

A I was assuming.

Dulberg 007919
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Q Okay. Falr enough. That's very honest of
yoﬁ. i appreéiate that. This is my question then --
Well, let me go further. Did he say anything else
during that conversation in 2012 about anything you
felt was inappropriate or uncomfortable for you or
related to financial interests that he was --

A No.

o} -- talking about?

A No, he did not.

Q Okay. Any otherﬂconversations with Paul now?.
We've talked three different incidents now so I want
to make sure I've talked about everyvthing. Is there
any other conversation you've had with Paul or contact
with Paul regarding any uncomfortable or uneasy
conversations or things he said relating to either
financiai interests or some other component of the
suit or claim?

A There was one time where he came up and he

was asking for information, which I gave him, my

insurance.

Q When was this? Just give me a date so I know
how to ...

A I cannot supply you with a date. I could say

that it was before that last incident that I just

Dulberg 007920
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spoke of of the hundred thousand and $10, 000 offéring

there.

= ORI O]

Was it after suit was filed or before suit --

It was after the suit was filed®.. = - <_;j

Okay.

And he showed up at my residence with an

iPad, which he's into techy things, things like that,

and I wasn't aware that there was a camera on front

and back but I was aware that there was .a camera that

was on and he was showing me what was being viewed on

the screen, and then we proceeded into our house and .

it was on again. He was showing me how you can look

at the front and the rear screen and me not being of

much interest of this device, I just told him, Could

you shut that thing off. I felt as though I was being

inventoried.
Q Okay.
A So that would be the only other issue.
Q Okay. Fair enough.
A Yeah.
0 I appreciate that. Did he say or do anything

that you felt was wrong or inappropriate regarding the

case in and of itself?

A

' No.

Dulberg 007921
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Q Okay. Nothing about financial interest --
A Not that time, no, nothing.
Q Okay.‘ Do me é favor, and you're doing very

good SO far, but you were just kind of cutting me off

the last --
A I'm sorry.
Q -- part of my sentence and I want to make

sure you understand the full thing I'm going to say,
okay? So let's try not to cut each other off.

All right. So at least, and you can
correct me if I'm wrong, as I understand it, there are
just three conversations where Paul made any
statements that felt -- that made you feel

uncomfortable pertaining to financial parts of the

20

lawsuit?
A Yes.
Q  Okay. Or the claim; fair enough?
A Yes. Yes.
Q And that was the day of the accident where he

made that one-sentence statement, correct?
A Mm-hrmm.
Q Yes?
A Yes. Yes.
Q

And that was four months later where he made

Dulberg 007922
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that statement about, This could be the best thing

that could happen to me because I might not have to

work the rest of my life?

A Yeah.
Q Yes?
A Yes.

Q And then there»was the last thing that was in
2012 after suit was filed where he said -- although he
didn't condition it, he said, Hey, if I get a hundred
thousand, I'll give vou $10,000 of that? |

| A Yes.

Q Right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And would it be fair to say, including
that last 2012 conversation, he never said, If you do

this for me, I'll do this for vou; fair enough?

A Yes.

Q Is that true?

A That's true.

Q Okay. So he never -- You could make the

assumptions you want, and you're free to do that,
okay, but my question is nothing he ever said
pertained to having him wanting you to lie for him?

MR. BARCH: I'm going to object. Tt's

Dulberg 007923
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argumentative, but go ahead.

MR. MAST: Go ahead.
MR. CALLAHAN: I'll join that objection.
BY THE WITNESS: |
A No, he was blatantly asking me in regards to
what he was asking me to do to make it easier for him.
Q Right. |
A And making it ea51er for him would not just

S S

be submitting the truth in my judgment but 1t would

e

be submitting to what he would want me to say so that

it would be easier for him.

Q I understand what your judgment is.
A Yes.
0 This is what I'm questioning, though. My

question is what he said to you,'okay. You can take
any assumptions you want from what he said to you;
you're free to do that, ockay. My guestion, though, is»
did he ever tell you that he wanted you to lie for
him? |

A He did not say he wanted me to lie for him,
no. - I

Q Okay. You took that from an inference of

what else he said that you've already told me, right?

A Yes.

Dulberg 007924
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0 Those were inferences you made from what he
told you, correct?

A | Yes.

o] Okay. Did you ever say, Hey, do you want me
to lie for you -- Well, let me put it this way. I'm
going to trj to just summarize it.

Is it fair to say he never asked you to
lie for him?

A That is correct.

o Okay. Is it fair to say he never agreed to
give you momney in exchange for what you would say to
him -- say for him?

A There is one more thing that I said that I'm
recollecting now.

0 Okay.

A  And I said, Well, what would you want me to
say, that I was freewheeling a chain saw and I was
negligent?

And he said, That sure would make things
easy.

0 Okay. And when did he say that, which
cthersation?

A That same conversation when he spoke of the

hundred thousand dollars and the $10,000.

Dulberg 007926
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Q So that's the 2012 conversation?
A Yes. Yes.
Q Okay. And what -- So let me get it clear

now. The 2012 conversation that we've already talked
about was after suit was filed?

A Yeah.”” "

Q It says, If you would -- What you're saying
he said is if he would be awarded something, say a

hundred thousand dollars, he would give yvou $10,000 of

it, right? i

A Ves . PR N

Q And now you're adding on to what else did he
say?

A He -- I said to him, Well, what would you

LIRS

expect from me?” Wﬁathould you want me to say, I was
freewheeling a chain saw and I was negligent?‘.I said
I would not do that. I'm going to tell the trﬁtﬁ::;
And that's basically where our friendship - I haven't.
spoke to him really very much or been with him or
conversed with him since then.

| Q All right. You're going a little further
than what I'm asking, though, bﬁt that's fine. My
question was, what more did he say and'you told me

what you said, all right, so let's just go straight
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with what I'm asking. I'm asking other than, Hey, if

I get a hundred thousand dollars, I'd be glad to give

you $10,000 of that, other than Paul saying that, what
else do you recall Paui saying in that 2012
conversation at your house?

A Nothing. -- -f*wwﬂ-w%?m¢ww

0 Oh, okay. It was just what you said then?

A That's what I said after. I sufficed by way
of example, Is this what you would want? |

And he said, That sure ﬁould make it

eaéy.
| 0 Well, then that is something that he said.
Listen, this is what I'm tryihg to get at, I'm trying
to find out what he said, okay?

A Okay. He said nothing in response to that
except he said, That sure would make it easy.

0 All right. You're interrupting me again.
Let's go back at it again.

A Okay.

Q I want to go step by step because I want to
try to find out everything you're going to say. I
don't want there to be any stones unturned, okay?

A Yeah.

Q You tqld me that in that 2012 conversation he
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I get a hundred thousand dollars, I'd be

give you $10,000 of that. Is that what he

Correct, that is what he said.
Okay. In response to that, what did you say?

I said, What would you want me to say,

I will not do that.

Q

Okay. All right. Stop. That's what you

said, okay. And then what did he say in response --

A

Q

A

Q

Nothing.
-- to that?.

Okay. Nothing, right?
Nothing.

Okay. Because I thought you said that he

said, Well, that would make it easier.

A

Correct. I'm sorry. That was his closing

statement after T said that.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

So he did say something?

Yes, he did. I'm sorry.

Okay. So let's go through it again now.
All right.}

Because I want to make the chronology, I want

to make that correct, okay?
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A Okay.

Q In the 2012 conversation at your house you
said that Paul made a statement that, If I get a
hundred thousand dollars of this, I'll give you --
I'1l be happy to give you $10,000 of this -- of that.
Is that what he said?

A Correct.

Q Okay. In response to that you said, What do
you want me to say, that I was freewheeling and
negligent? I will not do that. Was that your
statement?

A That was my --

MR. CALLAHAN: I thought he said freewheeling a
chain saw and that I was negligent.

BY MR. MAST:

Q Okay. Is that what you said?
A Yes.
0 Okay. And then in response to that, what did
he say?
. A He said, That would make it easy.
Q Okay. Did he say that's what he wantsvyou to

say or did he just say those words?

A He just said those words.

Q Okay. Is that all he ever said then after
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that donversation at the end of that conversation-?

A Yes.

0 All he said was, That wbuld make itveasy?
A | Yes.

Q Okay. All right. So we've gotlthree

conversations, one on the day of the accident where he
said, We can make a lot of money at this, right?

A Correct.

0 -That's‘all he said during that conversation
that was uneasy or uncomfortable or‘financially
motivated, correct? |

A Yes. |

Q Okay. Second conversation four months later,
you visited him at his house, right?

A Yes.

0 And he said, This may be the best thing that

happened to me; I might not have to work the rest of

my life?
A Yes.
0 Is that all that he said that was uneasy or

uncomfortable or related financially to this case?
A Yes.
o) And the third thing was 2012 where he said if

he gets a hundred, he'd give you ten and then you
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said, Well, what, if I say that -- What do you want me
to say, if I'm wheeling it, the chain saw, and
negligent? |

| And he said, Well, that would make it
easy.

Is that everything out of that
conversation that was uneasy, uncomfortable or
financially related?

A That is all, ves.

Q Okay. Have you now --

MR. CALLAHAN: Can I object? I think he did
leave off that one comment, I'm sorry, the one he
said, I won't do that.

BY MR. MAST:

Q Okay. Yes, and you also said you wouldn't do

that after you --

A I said that I would not do that, ves.

Q After‘your con- -- After your response to
what he said, you said, I-would not do that?

A Yes.

0 Okay. Have we now covered everything that
yvou and Paul'talked about after the accident that made
vou feel uncomfortable, uneasy or.financially related

to this accident?
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Yes, that would be all.

Okay. Very good. That wasn't too hard.
No.

Oh, one final question on those things.

Okay.

o P o0 M 0

Were there any witnesses to either of those
three conversations other than you said the --

A Michael Mcartor.

Q Michael Mcartor was a witness to the second
one four months after the accident?

A Yes, which was at Paul's home in his kitchen,
ves.

0 Right. Any other witnesses to any other
parts of those communications?

A No.

Q Just you and Paul and then the second
conversation was with Michael?

A Correct.

) Okay. Are vyou friends with Michael? Have

you ever been friends with Michael?

A I've been friends with Michael probably about
25 vears. |
o) Are you still friends with Michael?

A As far as I know, ves.

Dulberg 007933




10

11

12

13

14

15

| 16

17

18

19

20

| 22

23

24

Page 31

Q Okay.
A This is not related to him.
Q So the reason you're‘not friends with Paul

anymore is after the third conversation in 2012 where -
you said, I would not do that, and he said, That would
make it easy, you haven't spoken to him since; but in
your mind it‘'s not friendly because of what you |

thought he was asking you to do?

A Yes.

Q Fair enough?

A Yes.

0 Do you know in his‘mind if he thinks ybu're

still friends?
A I do not know.
MR. CALLAHAN: I'd just object as to relevancy
and as to speculation.
BY THE WITNESS:
| A I don't know.
MR. BARCH: Join the objections.
BY THE WITNESS:
A I haven't spoken to him. T don't --
0 Hold on. Just let them give the -- all
right. They objected.

MR. CALLAHAN: You may answer.
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BY MR. MAST:

Q What's your ahswer to that question? Do you
know in'Paul‘slmind whether‘he thinks vou guys are
still ffiends or not?

A I do not know. I have not conversed with him
in quite a while now. |

Q All right. And‘then that fourth thing that
you talked about didn't really have to do with any
statements but he had an iPad and it looked like he
was videoing or something. He didn't do anything

wrong during that; you just weren't sure what he was

‘up to, right?

A Right.

Q Okay.‘ That didn't have anything to do with
any statements or anything; fair enough?

A Fair.

0 Okay. So we've covered all the statements

that Paul made that made vou feel uncomfortable?

A Yes.

0 Okay. All right. How long have vyou been
married?

A I've been married since 2008, August 16th.

Q Okay. Does your wife Pamela know Paul-?

A Yes.
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Q On a -- like a friendly basis or just sees
him every now and then? I mean, how would you
describe her knowledge of Paul, just passing?

A He's my friend and is friends with him is the

same; there was never anything between us until ...

Q I mean, did she spend as much time with
Paul -- |
A No.
Q --— as you didz
A No.
Q Okay. Her contact with Paul was just passing‘

then? It wasn't where she would do anything with him?

A Correct.

Q Is that fair-enough?

A Yeah, correct.

Q Okay. And she doesn't have any knowledge

regarding any communications Paul made regarding the

incident that were uncomfortable or financially:

motivated?
A No.
0 Is that fair?
A That's fair.

Q Okay. Okay. What's the highest level of

education you have?
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A I was accepted at DeKalb University. I

didn't pursue it until its end, and then I went to
College of Lake Couhty.

Q | You mean. Northern Illinois Medical Center --
Northern Illinois University?

A Yeah, DéKalb Cdllege.

Q OCkay. All right. I know, I'm just trying to
connect the dots here.

You were accepted at Northern but you

never went there?

A Oh, no, I went there and I just ——Ibecause of
turns of events in my‘life, personal, I did not
finish, and --  ‘ :;“

Q All right. But I'm not gegting to that
point. I'm just --

A Oka?.

Q  The question was, where did you govto‘—— the

highest level of education, that's the qguestion.

A I was accepted at Northern Illinois
University.

Q You Weren't’just accepted. You went there,
right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. How long did you go to Northern
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Illinois University?

general?

A

Q

A

Q

R ORI  C

Two months.

Okay. And what program were you there, just

Program?

"What type of degree? What program?

Oh, engineering.

Okay.

Mechanical engineering.

Okay. And what year was that, approximately?
That was 1985.

Instead of going to DeKalb or at least after

two months of going to DeKalb, where did you go after

that?

A

Q

Volo,

A

I pursued employment as an auto body worker.
With who?

It was called Lakeland Autobody. It was in

Tl1linois.

Hoo B O B O

Are they still together?

No.

How long did you work there?
Three years.im%% ‘

Doing auto body work?

Correct.
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Who was your supervisor?

Owner and supervisor Brian Schuman

(phonetic).

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Brian what?
Schuman.
Schuman?

Yeah, Schuman.

So aftér two months of DeKalb, you went to

Lakeland Auto?

A

Q

A

Q

Mm-hmm.
Right?
Yés, correct.

Okay. When did you go to -- You said you

went to another college?

A

S0 0

body.

- O S o)

CLC, College of Lake County.
When was that?
I believe that was 1987.

Sometime while you were at Lakeland?

Yeah, I was -- Yes, I was working at the auto

And how long were yvou at CLC?
I want to say six months.
Okay. On what program?

Same, mechanical engineering.
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Did you finish that program?

Q

A No, I did not.

Q Wﬁy not?

A Because I needed to earn money, and I wasn't
earning enough doing -- going to school and working.

Q Okay.

A Pretty physical job, auto body.

0 Okay. Any other college education after high
school? |

A Completed, no.

0 Not -- I didn't say completed,,any other
college education after high school? Did you go to

any other colleges?

A None other than the ones I had mentioned.

0 That's what I'm asking you.

A Okay.

Q You went to NIU and CLC. 2Any other college?
A No.

0 Okay. Where did you graduate high school?
A Johnsburg.

Q What year?

A 1985.

0 Okay. After Lakeland Auto, which I'm

assuming was somewhere around -- when you finished
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somewhere around 1988, '89, somewhere around there?
A Finished
Q When you finished Lakeland Auto, I'm assuming

that was somewhere around '88 or '89°?

A Yes. Yes.

Q Okay. Where did vou go after that?

A I became self-employed performing the same.

Q To the present date?

A erah. .

Q ‘Okay.‘ | N

A Yes. o @‘”Qih

0 Okay. Have you worked for anybody else :f:m
during 1989 until now other than yourself? <

A Yes.

Q How many jobs are we talking, lots?

A One at a‘machineAShop, Swiss Automation in

South Barrington, that was between 1999 and 2001,»and
then just currently last winter working at a place
called Advantage Auto Body for three months. They let
me go. | }

Q Where was that?

A That -- I'm not sure what towﬁ it is. 1It's
in Wisconsin and about two miles from my home between

Powers Lake and Burlington.
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Okavy.

I'm not sure what town it resides in.
And when did they let you go?

They let me go just at Christmastime last

2012 Christmas?

Yes.

All right. Any other employment since high
have not discussed?

, o
No. — - 7/

Okay. Do you have any training other than

being self-trained on working with a chain saw?

No.

Q So you'‘re -- Well, let me ask you this way:

How long have - Well, strike that.
| How long have you -- Strike that.
When's the first time you operated a

chain saw yourself?

A Age 18.

Q Okay. About '85? No, wait. Is that '85?

MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah.

BY THE WITNESS:

A

0

Yeah.

Yeah. About 1985 then?
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A Mm-hmm.

Q Yes?

A Yes.

Q Yes. Okay.

Whose chain saw was that that vyou
operated first?
A I do not recollect. We were camping, and I
picked up a chain saw and was cutting firewood for the

group that was there.

Q Okay. Was Paul with you at the time?

A No.

Q Okay. Have you ever owned a chain saw?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you own one now?

2 No. ___;m_m;éi;,¥p?m,“¢jumnuﬂ.,.E e i

Q Okay. During what period of time did you own

a -chain saw?

A ©Oh, 2000 till 2004.

Q - And for what reason did you own it and then
no longer own it during those four years?

A A friend had garbagericked it. It was an
old really big chain'saw that I rebuilt. I used it
several times -and then I sold it at a garage sale

along with another unit that was Jjust like it.
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Someone wénted to fix up theirs too, so ... It was an
0old David Bradley chain saw; it was a very old model.

Q Wait, I missed some of that. You said you
had one that you got from a friend from a garage sale
but another, what was the other one?

MR. CALLAHAN: No.

MR. MAST: Sorry.
BY THE WITNESS:

A - No, I had -- I had one that I 6perated and
then I picked one up at a garage sale.

Q So you had two of them?

A Yeah, I had two of them, and I sold them both

at the same time, yeah. One worked and one didn't.

Q And that was from 2000 to 20047?
A Correct.
Q Okay. During 2000-2004, did you use those

chain saws on any type of continual basis?
A No. |
Q They were just there for -- because you had
fixed them up and you just kind of liked to have them
around?
A No, they were very useful because they were
large and I used them on my property to trim off a

large maple branch that had fallen.
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0 Oh, so you used them?

A I used the one that was working. The other
one was not operational.

0 The one that was working that you owned from

- 2000-2004, the one chain saw that was working, you

used only for your own personal use on your personal

property?

A Yes.

Q Had you}uséd a chain saw from 1985 until
20007

A Yes.

Q Whose chain saws?

A Once again, I'm a camper and there would be a

time when I would just elect myself to cut the wood, I
just ...

Q Let me ask it this way, maybe it will be
easier, because T know_these aren't all easy
questionstjﬁéfore 2000, Okay, when yvou first got vour
own chain saw, how many times would you have operated

a chain saw over the 15 years?

A At least a dozen times.

Q Were they all during camping trips?

A Yes. |

Q Okay. And they were all somebody else's
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chain saw they brought to the camping site and you

used them to cut up for camping wood?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And then beginning of 2000 you would
use them a little bit more frequently because it was
yours and you were using it on yoﬁr property?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you have some type of forest or

something on your property that you use it for, or ...

A No, I have negl%ggpt neighbors that when
trees fall, they don't —:‘ XQUJLD?

Q Okay.

A -- they don't really seem to attend to themn,

so I opted to do the clearing myself.

Q Okay. ©So you clear up a tree here and there?
A - Yeah. Yes.
Q And I know there's no way -- easy way to do

this, but I still have to ask the question. From 2000

to 2004 what would you estimate the number of times
you used a chailn saw?

A Three times.

0 All right. So up until 2004 the total times
you used a chain saw was about 15 times?

A Correct.
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0 Okay. All right. From 2004 until this

accident in June of 2011, how many times did you use a

chain saw?

——

A Four times. .-
0 And whose chain saw was it?
A The first time was a friend's, on his

property; second'time; again, camping; third time on
my property, and the fourth and final time was at my
mother's place.

Q : Now, when you say your property, whose chain
saw was 1it?

A That would be my friend Mike.

0 The first -- The first -- Well, okay. That

would be the same friend that you operated the chain

saw on his property the first time’that‘you were
spelling these out?

A After the 2004, ves. Ves.

0 Yeah. So beginning in 2004 when you no
longer owned a chéin saw; the first time you used it
after that was with a friend at his house?

Yes.
And that's Mikefs?

Yeah. Not Mike Mcartor.

(ORI

No, I —---
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A Okay. I'm just clarifying.
Q That's fine. Okay. Second time was out
. ) . . A 7
camping cutting up firewood? Lo 9 $$@@W$'
) ar‘A 0%\ ‘V‘l,(?"L
A Correct. - wheX Capll? ¢
Q © Third time was at yvour house with Mike's

chain saw?

A Yes.

0 And fourth time was at your parents' house?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And was that fourth time at your

parents' house the day of this incident or before the
day of this incident?

A It was the day of that incident.

Q Okay. So if I were to -- and I know this
isn't the easiest thing to do, but if the day of the
incident was June 28, 2011, when was the last time you
uéed a chain saw before that date?

A Oh. ' Datewise?

0 Some estimate, yeah. Within a month, a year,
three years?

It was a year.-— -

A

Q Within a year?

A Yeah, within a vear.
Q

So it would have been the prior summer maybe?
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A Yes.

Okay.
A Yeah, a storm took down some branches in my
vard. | | |
Q So that third incident after 2004, which you

spelled out foui times you used a chain saw, that
third incident where it was Mike's chain saw on your
property was the one in 2010 during the summer?

A Yes.

0 Okay. And then the next time you used a
chain saw was on your parénts! property on the day of
Paul's accident with your parents' chain saw?

A Yes.

0 Okay. Did your parents ever attempt to
educate‘you or train you on how‘to operate a chain saw

at any time in your life?

A ‘NO.

Q Up till today?

A No.

Q Okay.

MR. CALLAHAN: Excuse me. You say -- Just to be

clear, his parents, do you mean Mr. McGuire and
Mrs. McGuire or his father and Mrs. McCGuire?

MR. MAST: Okay. So those are two different
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answers, I take it?

MR. CALLAHAN: Yes.

MR. MAST: All right. So we'll go through that.
We will go through that.
BY MR. MAST:

Q Well, any -- All right. Whether it's

stepparents or real biological parents, we'll just put

them all in. one group, okay.

Whether it's your stepparents or real
biological parents, have your parents, meaning
either/or, ever attempted to train you or direct you

in the proper method or way to operate a chain saw

- your entire life until today?

A No.

Q Okay. Might as well go through your parents
then. Bill and Carolyn McGuire, are they your
parents?

A ‘My mother is my biological mother, Carolyn

McGuire. William McGuire is not my biological father.

0 Okay. So William McGuire is vour stepfather?
AA Correct.

Q Is your father -- your natural father living?
A No.

0 Okay. When did he pass?
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A 1996.

0 Okay. I'm assuming he had never did anything
wiﬁh you with regard to chain saws; is that fair to
say?

A We never interacted in that way.

Q Okay. Did either wWilliam or Carolyn McGuire
ever interact with you with regard to how to use the
chain saw?

A No. -

Q Okay. Are your -- So when I say parents,
since your father passed and Carolyn is ydur natural,
I'll just talk about Carolyn and William as your'
parents, then, okay? Is that fair to you?

A That would be fair to me.

Q Okay. Have your parents -- What was I going
to ask you? Oh, what do your parents do presently for

a living?

A They're currently both retired.

Q Okay. Do you know how long they'd been
retired?

A My mother, I believe, two years now. She was

employed at Intermatic --
Q Okay.

A -- in Spring Grove, and William McGuire
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worked for last Tempest Construction, and he was an
industrial commerciai drywaller.

Q Okay. To your knowledge ~— and, again, we'll
probably end up deposing them soon so we'll ask them,
but to your knowledge do either of your parents have
any expertiée or experience 1in operating chain saws
except just, you know, doing it on their own and
around the house?

A They never have operated. They bought that

tool specifically for that -- the cutting of the trees

that needed to be done on their property.
0 And they weren't going to use it then? They

were letting --

A No.

Q ~ —-— you do 1t?

A Right.

0 Okay . }So they -- The chain saw that you were

operating at the time of Paul's accident on their
property, your parents' property, that chain saw was
purchased by vyour parents for that particular project?

A I wouldn't say they bought it and then do
this, they bought the chain saw because they had known
that there would be -~ need to be work done --

Q Okay.
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A -— and I later was elected to do that.

0 So when they purchased the chain saw -- and,
again, I'll ask them these questions, but I'm
wondering what your knowledge is, when they purchased
this chain saw, your parents, did they purchase it
knowing that you were going to use it or just that
somebody else and not them were going to use it?

- MR. BARCH: Speculation, but go ahead, objection.
BY THE WITNESS:

A I can answer that when they purchased it that
they didn't solely purchase it with intent for me to
use it.

0 Wait. I missed the béginning of that.

A When they purchased that, they did not solely
purchase it for my usage. - - . .-

0 okay.

A They had purchased it for trimming of trees
on their property --

0 Right.

A -- and then when I was elected or bécame the
person who did the work, I used that chain saw.

'Q T understand that. My question has one
little branch more to it. My question was, did they

purchase it thinking somebody else other than
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themselves were going to operate that chain saw?

A You would have to ésk them that question.

Q So you don't know?

A I do not know.

Q  Okay. Fair enough. Had you known either of
your parents ever to operate a chain saw before Paul's
accident?

A Neither one of them have ever operated a

. .
chain saw. - ‘

Q You know that?

A .I-know that.

0 Okay. What kind of -- Are they still living
in the same house they were living at the time of the
accident?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What kind of property is that if you

describe it? Is it like a small little half-acre

property, or is it a larger --

A It's a small one, third-acre residential --
what is it called? -- ranch. |

Q  Okay. |

A Ranch-hbme, full basement.

Q How many trees would you say are on their

physical third-acre of property, if vyou had to give me
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an estimate?

A I'm going to tell vyou.
| Okay.
A Currently?
Q Yes.
A Ten.
0 x6E5y. Prior to the day of Paul's accident,

how many trees were on that property?
A 12. Oh, 13.
0 So on the day of Paul's accident, did vou

‘take all three of those down then?

A I didn't take any trees down that day -

Q Okay.

A -—- or during this occurrence.

0 Okay. I see. Just limbs?

A Yes. | |

o) Okay. We're going to get to that as we go

here. Okay.
So even at the time Paul was injured,
there were still 13 trees on the property?
A - Yes.
Q But theré were less limbs on the property, I
take it then --

A Yes.
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Q ~— at the time of Paul's accident?
A Yes.
0 A1l right. Who took down those three trees

on your‘parents‘ property after Paul's accident?

MR. BARCH;, I'm going to object to the relevance,
but go ahead.
BY THE WITNESS:

A | Please reask the question.

0 All right. You said there were -- You said
there are ten trees nbw on your parents' property?

A - Yes.

0 And you said at the time of Paul's accident
there were 13 trees on the property?

A Yes.

Q So I'm assuming three trees were taken dbwn;
is that right?

A Yes. Two were only related to that
occurrence, though, and they were pine trees. The
other tree that I'm saying is gone was an apple tree
that was removed later by, I think, Bill.wultlwas just
a small littlé apple tree that was —-iﬁfﬁ'f |

Q All right. Hold on. You're going way too
far with my question.

A Okay.
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Q My question is --
A Sorry for being all-inclusive.
Q It's okay.
A I know. I'm just apologizing.
- Q No, you don't have to apologize, and let me

just give you kind of an idea. You're being helpful
and open, and I appreciate that. The thing is,
though, I'm still going to have to go through those
questions again as I go through this so it's not going
to cut down the time. So I'm just trying to tell you.

A I'm in no hurry.

Q Okay. The three trees that were taken den
since Paul's accident -- we'll get to when and all,

who and all that -- who took those three trees down?

-

R ”
N - . P
P . /—".I FE

A I don't know..— b -

RIS

Q Okay. Okay. Befdre the day of Paul's

accident, so before June 28, 2011, had you known Paul

ever to operate a chain saw?

A Yes.

0 Okay. How freqUently?

A I don't know.

Q How did you know then if he operated a chain
saw?

A I've seen him operating a chain saw.
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Q Where? a

, //’w . s : - ,
A Camping, on his property, cutting telephone

poles that he got for free to'make use out of them.

Q Okay. Had you known him to operate a chain
saw before the day of his accident in a fairly
reasonable manner?

A Yes.

Q He wasn't, like, dangerous swinging it around
or anything like that?

A No.

Q Okay. So he would operate it, would you say,
in a safe manner before the day of the accident?

MR. BARCH: I'm going to object to --

BY THE WITNESS:
A I'm not qualified --
MR. BARCH: Let me object to the foundation.
But go ahead and answer.
BY THE WITNESS:

A I'm not really qualified to determine what
safe is, I mean ...

Q Evervone has théir own definition. I'm just
asking you under your own belief of what safe is -~

A Yes.

0 Let me finish the guestion. Under your own

Dulberg 007958
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belief of what safe is, do you believe Paul'operated
before the day of his accident, whatever times you‘saw
him, the chain saw in a safe manner?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Had Paul ever seen you operate a chain

saw before the day of his accident? )
o
A Yes. ve
‘ A
0 Where was that? Y
. e

A Multiple times camping and also on my. o
mother's property.~ /. Tiv. i

Q Well, let's go back then because when I asked

vou how many times you operated the chain saw after
2004, you only described one time on your mother's
property and that was on the day of the accident.
A Does operating -- to clarify it -- include
stérting or actually cutting wood? Because there's --
Q Fair questién but you didn't -- you didn't
condition it when I asked you that before so that's

why I'm going back.

A Okay.
Q - We can -- I'm glad to define it any way you
want. I'm just -- You didn't clarify it before so

that's why I'm going back.

A Okay.

Dulberg 007959
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0 I asked you just recently, just the past

question, how many times had Paul -- I'm tryiﬁg to
remember the question. How many times did Paul see
you operate a chain saw before the day of his
accident, right? I think that was the question. And

you said numerous times, T think; is that right?

A Yes. Paul has seen me operate a chain saw
before.

0 Before the day of his accident --

A Yes. |

0 —- On numerous occasions?

A Yes. |

Q Okay. And then you were describing when and
under what circumstances? |

A Yeah.

0 In addition to camping, those different

camping trips, he would sometimes be on camping trips

with you? . e cfk

a ves.” ﬁ”ifn Vg il

Q And he would see you operate a chain saw
during those camping trips? |

A Yes.

Q And you Wbuld see him éperating a éhain saw

during those camping trips?

w'\& ‘;L_p d;D\Tltafrg oga'geo
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Q Okay. And putting the camping trips aside,
had Paul ever seen you operate a chain saw any other
time before the day of his accident other than on
caﬁping trips? And operate, if you want to know what
definition of opérate is, I'm happy to tell you
that -- |

A Yes, please.

Q - iﬁ my view but you can define it any way
you want. Operate means using the chain saw to cut
wood.

A No, starting a chain saw and making sure that
it's running. That operating I thought you meant 1t
running, not literally using it.

Q Okay. ©So let's -- Let mé.asklthe question
again now that we have the definition.

A Okay.

Q‘ If we define chaip saw operation as operating
a chain saw SO0 as to cut wood or cut any other obﬁect

I guesé for that purpose, have you now, based on that

definition, ever -- has Paul ever seen you operate a

chain saw before the day of his accident other than at
camping trips?

A No.—

* Dulberg 007961
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Q - Okay.

A No. No.

0 'But when I've asked you about you seeing Paul
operate a chain saw, you meant and referred to him
using the chain saw to cut things, right, that was
your answer?

A I've seen him using a chain saw to cut
things, yves. —

'Q Yeah, okay.

A Yes.

Q So before the day of Paul's accident, setting
aside the camping trips, Paul has seen you start a

chain saw to get it running but not use it?

A Yes. - -
0 Okay. Under what circumstances?
A Tt's good to start a piece of machinery every

now and then and you may --

Q Where and when? What are we taiking about?
At your mom's house?

A Yeah, probably in the garage there at my 
mom's house.

0 Because they had the chain saw?

A 'No, they didn't have the chain saw then.

I'm -- You're talking about the chain saw that was in
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the accident?

Q Okay. Let's go back.

A Or are you talking about chain saw in
general?
Q Falr enough. Let me ask it this way: Did

your parents purchase a chain saw to cut trees in
2011?
A I don't know.///

Q All right. The chain saw that you were
operating --

A Yes.

Q -- at the time of Paul's accident was your

parents' chain saw, right?
A Correct.
Q When did they purchase that chain saw?
A Shortly before the incident.
0 Are we talking if the accident happened
June 28th, sometime in June?
A I wasn't there for the purchase. I wouldn'ﬁ

know the purchase date.

Q Okay. Sometime that summer, though; fair
enough?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And before they purchased that chain
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saw in the summer of 2011, did your parents own any
other chain saws to your knowledge?

A No.

Q Okay. So the chain saw that Paul would have
seen before the day of his accident, see you start but
not operate, would be the chain saw that your parehts
purchased in 2011 or some other chain saw? |

A It wouid be some other chain saw.

.Q Where? Putting aside the camping trips,

remember I talked, putting aside that.

A Yes, in my mother's garage.
Q Whose chailn saw was it?
= B ,I don't even recollect. I, youvknow
Q Okay.
A It was a piece of machine I was starting to

keep it in good working order.

Q }Okay. But it wasn't your parents and it
wasn't yours?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. - How many times did he see you-start a
chain saw but not use it under your description
before?

A I don't know.

Q Couple, maybe two or three times?
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A I don't know. I don't know.
Q Okay. At least once; fair enough-?
A At least once, yeah. -
. Q Okay. All right. Have you ever used a chain

saw and operated a chain saw, meaning cut things for
money in your 1life?

A No.—

0 And, I mean, whether through your employment
or through somebody just giving you money to do it,
you'd never done it.for monéy; is that fair to say?

A That's fair to say.

0 Okay. The work you were doing, and we;re
going to slowly get into that now, but the work you
were doing for your parents on the day of Paul's
injury,'June 2011, was that work you were being paid
for or not?

A Yes, T was being compensated.

Q Okay. So doesﬁ‘t that -- isn't that contrary
to the answer you just gave me then?

A No --

'MR. CALLAHAN: TI'd just object to form.

BY THE WITNESS:
A -- because you asked if I did it before that

incident.
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Q No, I did ever. My word was ever, but I'11
say it again. Look it, I just want the truth. I
don't care. If you don't understand my question, I'1ll
restate it.
My question before, I ﬁhink, if vyou

loocked at the record, said had you ever operated a

‘chain saw for money. Now,‘maybe you meant before the

accident --
A Yes, I did.
Q -- but I didn't phrase it that way.
A Okay.
Q So let's go back and correct it. Okay. We

can do that.

The qﬁestion is, ever means in vour
lifetime. Have you ever operated a chain saw for
money in your lifetime?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And was that -- the times you did it
for money, was that only with your parents?

A That one, yep, the occurrence that we're
speaking of, that was the only time that I was paid.

o) The day of the accident? |

A The day of the accident.

o) All right. Okay. Before the day of the
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~accident, had you ever cut -- Strike that. Let me --

Let me get ... .

Before the day of your accident, had you
éver cut any trees down with a chain saw or limbs,
parts of trees, with a chain saw at your parents'

house? Before the date of --

A Reask that question.

0 Pardon?

A Could you pleaseAreask that question?

Q Okay. Before the day of Paul's accident --
A Yes.

Q ;; had you ever operated a chain saw at your

parents' house, meaning to cut things?

A No.

Q Okay.

A No.

Q So the day of the accident was the first day

in your life you ever operated a chain saw to cut
things at your parents' house; fair enough?

A Yes. —

Q Okay. 2ll right. So I'm assuming, given
that answer, the same answer would hold true for Paul.
Paul never assisted and/or operated a chain saw to cut

things at your parents' house before the day of his
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accident; is that fair to say?

A‘ lYes./'E

Q Okay. And I want to make‘sure you caught
that I used the word assisted, meaning'he'never
assisted anybody, whether vyourself or anybody else, in
the trimming of trees or cutting down of trees at your

parents' house before the day of his accident; is that

correct?
A That's correct. - ’
Q Okay. Okay. Did Paul -- Well, let me ask it

this way: How frequent in the year before the

accident woﬁld Paul, Lo your knowledge, be visiting
yourlparehts' house?

A At least twice a month.

0 And would it be only to visit with you or
would he be there sometimes when you wouldn't be

there, to your knowledge?

A He would be there when I wasn't there.
0 When you weren't there?

A Yeah.

Q

What was his -- and that's what I'm not sure
about, what is his relationship with vour parents that
would make him come to your parents' house when you're

not there, what's the --

Dulberg 007968
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A He would show up assuming that I was there
and knowing my mother since they worked at the same
place of employment, interacted there, that he would

sit and just speak with them on a friendly basis.

0 Okay. So he was good friends with your
parents?

A Yes. —

Q Okay. Do you know if your parents still hold

gdodwill to him today or whether that has changed?

MR. BARCH: Speculation.
BY THE WITNESS:

A I don't know. You'd have to ask them.

Q Do you know if your parents have overheard
Paul say anything that was uncomfortable or
financially motivated relating to this claim at all?

A No, I believe that they have not.

Q Okay. And same with your wifé? I think we
already talked about that, right?

A Correct.

lQ. Okay. Would Paul have any reason, in your
knowledge, td visit your parents when you weren't
there? Now, I know he‘d go there and you happened not
to be there so he'd talk to them; but, I mean, was

there anything that would take him to your parents'
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house if he knew you weren't going to be there?
MR. BARCH: Speculation.

BY THE WITNESS:

‘A A friendship.

Q .GQ ahead.

A Friendship again.

Q Okay. So would there be-times Paul would

visit your parents' house‘merely to visit them and not
even -- whether you're there or not?
A No,  he would arrive there with the purpose of
seeing me and me not being there, he would stay being
A
’(‘“’ -1/.%&'*5"{
Q Okay. And that's why I asked the other
question; let me say it again. My question is, if
Paul knew you weren't going to be at the house, would
there be any -- ever any instance where you know that

he would visit your parents' house anyway?

A That would be between Paul and my parents
then.

Q So you don't know?

A I don't know.

Q Okay. That's what I was trying to get at.

A Okay.

0 Okay. Do you know if Paul ever worked at

o & ‘D&"* f/‘"(e‘ Ks
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your parents' house doing anything before the day of
his accident?

A ‘Yes.

Q What types of things would he do at your
parents’ house for work?

A Well, there was a large elm tree that was
removed in the front vard by another provggéf; i do
nbt'know their name, and he said, I would like that
firewood. So I helped himi@oad it onto a large

trailer and I believe that large pile of wood still

. .
— . v
© i [

"sits on his property.-— - S ; | = v

Q Okay . N
A To some extent. He's used some of it. -
Q What vear would that have been?
A Just 2010. -~
Q Okay.
A Just before this incident where she was

getting into the mode of upgrading the home, you know.
Q I get it. So it would have been the summer
before this accident then?
A Yes.
Q Okay. So --
A Or it'may -- it may have been that same

summer . -

Dulberg 007971
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Q Okay.

A That question would probably be better off
answered byvmy mother.

Q So the answer is, I don't know the time,
thatfs your answer when that happened? You don5t know
when that happened?

A It was before this occurrence and shortly
before that. - i

Q 1Okay. But éhe work that you're describing in
that answer that Paul did at your parents' house
before the day of his accident was simply to collect
wood that had already been cut up and pile it onto a
truck to take it to his house?

A Correct. |

Q Okay. ©So I guess my question was more
designed toward did Paul do any work for your parents‘
or for the property itself at your parents' property?

A Yeah, he --

Q Befdre the day of his accident?

A Yes, he moved a large ioad of wdod onto a
trailer removing it from their property for his own
usage.

Q Okay. Just once?

A That day was the -- That day we made several
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trips.

Q What day?

A T don;t know exactly what day, that's what
was in dis- -- and we were uncertain of as-to right

ﬁhere but it was before this occurrence possibly that
same summer.

0 All right. So this is what vou're saying,
you're saying before Paul's accident -

A Yes.

Q -- whether that year or the vear before,
there was an instance where an elm tree was cut down
and Paul made one or more trips to collect the cut up
wood on a pickup truck’Eo‘takevto.hié hoﬁse?‘ |

A édrféct.

0 Other than that, has Paul done any other work
on your parents' house before the day of his accident?

A None that I'm aware of.

Q Okay. Do your parents have any eXperience or
expertise in cutting down treeS?

A No.

Q Okay. So other than hauling firewood from
your parents' house on one or two occasions before the
day of his accident, Paul never did any other type of

errands around their house, the parents' house; is
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that fair to say?
MR. BARCH: Foundation, but go ahead.

BY MR. MAST:

Q That you know of obviously.
A  That I know of.

Q ane?

A That I know of, none.

Q Okay. How long have your parents- lived at
that house? |

A My mother, biologié;i‘ﬁother; has lived there
since 1971.

Q And give us the address of the house so we
could have that.

A 1016 West Elder, McHenry, Illinois 600, I
think it's, 51 now. It may have changed.

Q Okay. And is that once -- And that's --
After yvour father passed, that's where she was
remarried and began to live there then, correct?

A She was remarried be- -- No, she was

remarried before his passing.

Q I see.
A Yeah.
Q Okay. So until you moved out of the house,

you had lived at that house almost your entire
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childhood, right?

A I lived there until I was 30 years old.
Q Okay. |
A 29. 29. 29 years old. 1999 June 1lst I

moved to my new residence, which I currently live at.

0 From your -- From about four vears old,
right?

A Yeah.

Q Okay.

A Yes.

Q All right. And let's take you to the day of
the accident. When were you first -- Well, strike

that.

On the day of the accident, on the day
the accident occurred, came upon you, did you already
know your parents had purchased a chain saw?

A Yes.
Q  Okay. Aand do you know the purpose of why
they purchased it?
MR. CALLAHAN: I'd just object as being asked and
answered.
| But yvou may answer.
BY THE WITNESS:

A I don't know. I don't know. —
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0 Okay. When did you first know that they

wanted you -- your parents wanted vou to cut -- do
some cutting with the chain saw on their property?

When did you first learn that?

[
0

-

A Actually, I offered my services to tﬁeﬁ;
They had need to rebuild a shed and with the shed
down, there was an opportune time for trees to come
down.

Q '»What shed down, what do you mean?

A There was an 0ld shed that if -- since it was

taken down because it was in disrepair, planning to

put up a new one, there was an opportunlty to now drop
these trees where there was a clear fleld clear area.
Q Fair enough. When was thét that you offered
your services to cut the trees down?
A Two days before the occurrence.
Q | Okay. Were you at their house when this
conversation arose?
A Yes, I was.
Okay. Was Paul with you?
No.
Tt was just you and yvour two parente?

Yes.

(ORI

- And it was discussed -- Did you bring up the

Dulberg 007976
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~issue or did they bring up the issue?

A Well, as I've mentioned, it was an ongoing
upgfading of the property and it was just discussed
that no& is an opportune time to do that.

Q My question was, who brought up the issue, if
you know, about cutting the trees down?

A I did.

Q . Okay. And it was something like, Hey, now's
a good time with the shed down, why don't we cut those
trees down?

A Yes.

0 Somethingvlike that. Okay. And there were
three trees in particular that were --

A Two.

o] All right. Let me just finish the question.
My question was, there were three trees in particular
Lo cut down and you're saying there were only two?

A There are three trees that since that
occurrence are now gone.

Q Right.

A Two of which were involved in the occurrence
which were pine trees.-—

Q When you say involwved iﬁ the occurreﬁce, what

do you mean?
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A The ones that were being trimmed up, that

were being considered to be removed at that time.

0 Okay. So let's go back to the conversation

two days before Paul's accident when you brought up

the issue of cutting the trees down, was the topic of
cutting the trees down involving only two frees at

that point?

A Yes.

Q And they were pine trees?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And how tall were the pine trees?
A‘ I would -- In my best guesstimate, I would

say 50 feet tall.

0 Both of them?
A Yes.

0 And they had been on the property ever since

A Yes. I watched my mother plant them herself.

Q Oh, okay. So when you were a very young
childr |

A Yes.

o Okéy. And what necessitated that they be

removed given the rebuilding of the shed?

A At that time they had become large and an
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overburden.
Q Just taking up a lot of space --
A Yes.
Q -- and in the way?
A Yes. }Hangingvbver"éhe area adjoining

neighbors. They were a nuisance. They needed to come
down. They weren't decaying at all, but they were --
they were too full.

Q So would the trees have been about over

25 years o0ld then at the time?

A Yes. Yes.

Q But they were in good health?

A Yes. |

Q SO 1t was elective in taking them down, not a

necessity, correct?

A It was a necessity as to -- Well, that was
the opportune time. I mean, as I said, the shed was
gone, soO ...

Q I get it. I'm saying elective meaning that
they didn't have to be taken down for the safety of
anybody, they were being taken down more for
convenience's Sake; fair enoughv?

MR. CALLAHAN: If vyou know.

Dulberg 007979
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BY THE WITNESS:

A I don't know. I don't -- I don't really know
at what point. they chose to. I suggested that they

come down and,tpey chose to have me take them down.

Q Were they being taken down for any safety
reason?

A No.

0 Okay. The third tree, what kind of -- The

third tree that was taken down after Paul's accident,
what kind of tree was that?

A It was an apple tree.

Q And that tree being taken down, at least in
your view, had nothing to do with the shed issue then,
right?

A Nothing at‘all;

QO  Right?

A Yes.

0] Okay. And that's why you described earlier
in the deposition the two trees, the two pine trees,
were taken down in relation to this accident beéause}
you were taking trees down at the time of the accident
Oor at least the intent was to take trees down at the
time of the accident to make room for the shed?

A No, the shed was already standing before
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that. It was torn down because it was in disrepair.
It being torn down, it seemed as though it was an
opportune time to take down these treeé that were
large ahd overgrown.

Q Okay. Solyou said, Hey, why don't}we take
down the trees now. It's a good time to take down the
two trees, and they said yes, right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you tell them how long it would
take to do the work?

A No.

0 Did they offer you to pay you -- Did they

offer to pay you some money to take}the two pine trees

down?
. ¥
A Yes. B3 cot
Ow%7¢w4
Q How much? i
A It was a matter of hourly wage, $15 an hour.
Q Was there any scope discussed as far as how

long it was going to take you to do the work?

A No.

Q Any time frame on how long it would take you
to do it?

A No.

Q And the scope of the work that at least as
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discussed was just taking the two pine trees down,
correct?
A Yes.

Q All right. And that would include the limbs,

cutting it up into wood, and then hauling it off the

property? |

A Not hauling it off the property; that's why T
was cutting up the limbs to stack it on the property.

0 Okay. So that -- Just fair enough. I ﬁust
want to getjthe scope of it. The scope was cutting
the tree down, including all limbs and parts of the
trees, the th'treeé, and getting them cut up into

stacks and then stacking the wood?

A Yes.

Q - And then that would be the end of the work?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And it only involved those two pine

trees, right?
A Yes.

Q Are you aware of any photographs that show
those pine trees béfore‘they were cut?

A No.

.~

-

0 Or during them being cut?

A No.
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Q Or after they were cut?

A No.

Q Or how they are today?

A.b No. |

o Okay. Once you discussed two days béfore

Paul's accident doing the work and how much you were
going to get paid, what was the next step in vyour

preparation for doing the work?

A I by myself trimmed the trees up to about
40 --

Q No. No. You went -- You jumped too far
ahead. Let me just -- I said the next step. So.the

next step would be two days later showing up on the

“Eioperty, getting ready to cut them off then, I'm

assuming, right?

A Mm-~hmm.

0  Yes?

A Yes.

Q Dia you do anything in the‘interim to

prépare, like go buy a set of gloves or something?
I'm just trying to find out what ybu had to do.

A No.

Q Okay. When vyou cut trees of this size and

nature down, do you have to wear goggles?

Dulberg 007983
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I suppose that a person should.
Did you?.

No. -

'Did you wear a helmet?

No.

Gloves?

Yes. Yes.

Okay. Work gloves?
Yes.

Boots?

I can't recollect if T was wearing boots or

shoes that day. - =

Q

Okay. Any other type of particular things

that you would wear specific to cutting trees down?

A

Q
A
Q

No.

Other than gloves and clothes?
No. |

No. Okay.

Who decided the day that you were going

to start the work?

A

Q

I did.

Okay, Did you just show up out of the blue

or did you say, I'll be back in two days to start the

work?

Dulberg 007984
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A I said that I'll be back and start the work
on a pre- -- on the day, you know, the day I began --

Q  Okay. |

A - which 1s tWo days befére Paul's -- the

incident happened.

0 Right.» SO we're two days before the
accident, vou talked about what you were going to do,
how much it was going to cost, blah-blah-blah, and
then did you say, I'll come back in two days to start
the work, or how was it decided when vou were going to
start the work?

A It's my mother. 1It's kind of a free —- You
know, it isn't like I've got to show up for work at
10:00 o'clock. It wasn't really decidéd. I showed up
at my own accord and began to work.

o) That's all I'm asking you.

A And then I --

0 That's‘fine. SO0 you showed up when vou
wanted to, right?

A Yes,

0 Okay. SO there wasn't any preset day that
You were going to start the work?

A No.

0 Is that correct?

Dulberg 007985
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A That's correct.

Q Okay. And when you showed up on June 28,
2011, was that the only thing you were going to do
there that day at yvour parents' house is cut those two
trees down?

A That day that I showed up, I was only going
to trim the branches off of the trees.

Q Prepare them for, like, the next day's work

of starting to cut them down?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Were there a lot of brancheé onveach
tree? |

A Yes, it's a pine tree.

0 Okay.

A There's many branches on pine trees.

0 ~And the branches can get thick as well,
right?

A Thick by way of

0 By way of being just thick.

A Diameter?

0 Yeah.

A No, not really. Branches --

0 I mean, we're not talking like a half an inch

around. We're talking they can be several inches
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around even on the branches.
A There were no limbs on that tree that were
probablyiover 3 inches in diameter.
Q E Okay. Fair enough. Let me ask that then,'
just 1t eounds like you have some understanding. Of

the two Erees, how many trees would you say were about

3 inches in diameter on both trees?

A ; How many branches?

Q . Were 3 inches in diameter at one side or one
end? }

A | Between the two trees?

Q ! Yep.

A ? Six.

Q | Okay.

A i The lowermost were the thickest.

Q ; And were you going to start at the bottom and

go up or start at the top and go down?

A : Start at the bottom and go up.

Q | Okay. So if the first day of work -- And
that was?the day Paul was injured, the first day of
work, right?

A jNo. The first day of work that I performed

i s
Pt

on those trees was the day before Paul showed up. I

. had already cut down all the limbs off the trees.

Dulberg 007987
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Q 211 right. Hold on. You're going too fast

S0 —-
A Okay.
0 -- let's slow down a little bit. You showed

up twolggys after speaking to your parents to work so

that would have been the day before Paul's accident?

A Yes.

Q Okay. So that would have been the 27th?

A Yes. It was pfg?é%étory work, you know

Q I understand that, but I want to go step by

step. So}On June 27 you show up at your parents’

house?
A Yes.
Q Which is two days after you first talk to

them about this and you showed up to do the
preparatory work?
| A Yes.
Q  Okay. And how long were you on their

property that day, on the 27th?

A Four hours.

0 And what did you do during that four hours on
the 27th? | |

A I trimmed branches up to about 40 feet on

both trees.

Dulberg 007988




10
11
I 12
13

14

15

16
17
18
18
‘ 20
21
22

.23

Page 86
Q Up?
A Up. From the bottom going up.
Q . You've got to let me -- We've got to go'back
and forth with this because I'm not going to
understand you. You're saying from the ground up

40 feet high you trimmed all the trees off of those

two trees -- all the branches off those two trees on
June 27th?

A Yes.

Q And they were now all on the ground, those
‘limbs?

A Yes.

Q Correct?

A Yes.

0 How many limbs are we talking?

A I don't know.

0 Like 30, something like that?

A I would say more than that. You're talking

about 40 or 50 feet and if a pine tree has a limb at
evefy foot or so, you can pretty much figure out it
probably would be more like hundreds.

Q Hﬁndreds of limbs?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. Varying sizes?

Dulberg 007989
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A Yes.

Q Okay.

A Decreasing in diameter as we went higher, of
course. | |

Q Okay. And did'you work by yourself on that

day, the 27th?

A Yes.

Q@  So Paul was not on the property on that day,
correct?
A Correct.
Q By the time you were working on the property |

on June 27th, 2011, did Paul know the work you were

doing?
A I don't know.
0 Okay. When did you first talk to Paul about

what work‘you were going to do on your parents' house
with these trees in June?

A On the 28th I had made my travels to my
mother's house after doing the Preparatory work on the
27th, and I figured that Paul, since he was 81tt1ng

idle and unemployed and we worked together on trees

‘before,'that he'would possibly want to give a hand in

helping me to get rid of the(scrub)that was already on

o
. -

9[0-"3 Loser cowotil «KS  Does Dave Kpooy B0esbS8 ~0b

He s W*“"ﬂ [ means —To {ub ok woash
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Q So you called him? ) -
A I stopped by his home.-"*ﬁ%/ o 3:

Q Before getting to your parents' house?
A Yes.

Q And was Paul home?

A Yes.

Q And did you say, Hey, I'm cutting some trees

down at my parents', do you want to help clean some of
it up? |
A That's what I said.
Q Okay. Did you say anything else dlfferently
than what I ve just said?
A No, basically would vou like to give a hand
at mylmother's property to help me clean up the brush
I cut down. | |
Q Now,;my.assumption, you can correct me if I'm
wrong, but at least that conversation at Paul's house
”tﬁe day of his accident, my assumption is vou weren't

asklng him to help vyou cut the tree down, but vou were

helping him deal with what was already cut?

A | Yes. W ?\c’q
W o%'
Q Okay. o
a §E;_inténtioné>that day were not to take the

trees down; it was to clean up the.brush'on the ground -
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Page 89
itself that I already cut the day before.

0 Was your intention on that day, the 28th, to
do any use of the chain saw?

A Yes.

o) Okay. You were going to cut up the limbs
thatvwere already on_thé ground?

A Yes.

Q Had you begun to cut any of the limbs on the
ground the day before?

A The larger ones I had already cut on my own

into sections. -

Q On the 27th?

A On the 27th, veah.

Q Okay .

A And then realized I'm going to need help.

Q Okay.

A You know, there's a lot here;

0 So the 27th now, the four-hour work you --
A Yeah.

Q ~— the four-hour work you did on the 27th

included trimming up 40 feet on each tree and then
trimming up some of the larger limbs that are on the
ground now cutting them up?

A Yes.

Dulberg 007992
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Q Okay. Then you get to the 28th and realize

this is a pretty big amount of work to do, you could
use some help?

A | Yes. —

Q - Okay. And what specific task did you expect
Paul would be needed to do at your parents' house when
you spoke to him that morning before going to the
house?

A There was really no outline. I Jjust simply
went to a friend's house and asked him if he'd like to
help me with my Chores that I was doing that day. I

told him it wés brush that was on the ground, and I

would like to cut it up for firewood or just to get _va &l

768528i§5§€é it 1nto a pllgwggﬂggw;gaiahggjétac edfj
| ”WWWQ Were you plannlng on him using the chalﬁhgi%
at allv
| A No.
o) Okay. You were going to be the oné to use

the chain saw?

A Yes.

Q And did he ever use the chain saw that day?

A No. |

Q Okay. And I mean the day of his accident, he

never used a chain saw?

Dulberg 007993
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A Correct, he did not use the chain saw on the
day bf his accident;

Q Okay. All right. Now, when you use the word
brush, having Paul help vou clean up brush, vyou mean
the limbs that are on the ground that vyou cut the day
before, right? | |

A Yes.

o) Okay. DNot just a bunch of leaves and stuff.
It was the limbs, the actual limbs themselves?

A The actual limbs, ves. |

0 So the assistance that Paul was going to give

since he wasn't going to be using the chain saw the

day of his accident, was that to hold the limbs while
you cut them up?

A It wasn't inteaaed to be that way and I
didn't direct him to do so. We just kind of got to
work and that's the technique that we both were

comfortable with --

0 Okay.

A —- and then from there moved forward with
doing that.

Q Fair enough. So the morning of Paul's

accident before you got to your parents' house when

you went to Paul's house to talk to him, you didn't

Dulberg 007994
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Page 92
talk details, you just said, Hey, Paul, T need some
help cutting up SOme}brush at my parents' house, can
you give me a hand? ,‘6hﬁ@€A §:( ok

) A
‘:Je“‘bs Ytee moF )
2

_ D
=P VS

A Yes
Q Okay. And he said yeah?

A He said yes.

Q Did you Wérk on any arrangement where he

would get paid or was it just for him to volunteer?

A At that time there was no guestions about
money . |

Q Okay. What was your assumption then, if you
had any?

A That maybe we can get the job done before the

day was over.
Q So all the limbs that you had already cut

that were on the ground, which you described as maybe

“hundreds, hundreds in plural --

A Mm-hmm, right.

Q -~ You were hoping to at least get those all
cut up that day?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And what was your assumption as far as
what, if anything, you were going to pay Paul, if you

were going to pay him anything?‘ I don't know.

Dulberg 007995
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A Equal to what I was being paid, $15 an hour.

Q Oh, so your parents were going to ray now

both of yvou $15 an hour?

A I was assuming that they would.
4 22RNILNY ’
Q Okay. Did they ever agree to before Paul's
accildent?
A No.
0 Okay. Had yvou ever talked to Paul about that

arrangement before his accident?

A No.

Q Okay. vThat was just your -- kind of your --
A Yeah, I was going to --

Q Hold on. Hold on. Let me finish the

question. That was just your kind of own assumption?
A Yes.
0 Okay. Did Paul leave with you to go to your

parents' house or did he come at a different time in a

o ?
~different vehicle? qird

A He came about a half-hour aftef I had asked
him to in his wvehicle. Could have been more.

Q Okay.

A Somewhere between a half-hour and an hour
before he arrived.

Q- Fair'enough. What time did you arrive at

Dulberg 007996
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your parents' on the day of Paul's accident on the

28th?
A 10:00, 11:00 o'clock. Before noon.
Q Okay. |
A That's the best I can recollect.
Q Okay. And how long did you anticipate it was

going to require both you two to cut up these trees as

you said completely?

A I have no --
Q These limbs. I'm sorry.
A I had no estimate in my mind or need to

construct one. I just was going to work with a friend
and gét theijéb"ééﬁét‘

Q Okay. Were you expecting, though, that it
would be done that day?

A I was hoping. T wasn‘t expecting.

0 Okay. Okay. So if you}arrived from 10:00 to
11:00 sometime that day of Paul's accident, you're

saying Paul would arrive somewhere around 10:30 to

11:307?
A Yes.
0 And he arrived alone in his car?
A Yes, — -
Q Okay. &And we're going to have to use some

Dulberg 007997
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kind of time frame that we can agree on even though
we;re not sure just so that we can do the
chronological ordér of things here. So if we assume
that - and, again, I know this is just an assumption
but just for the purposes of figuring out when things
happened, if we assume you arrived at 11:00 and Paul
arrived at 11:30, okay?

A Mm-hmm ..

Q A1l right?

A Yes.
0 How soon after Paul arrlved at 11:30 would ,
] . g ,,,\—"g PR
his accident have occurred° J*«MC“QkﬁjﬁJﬂ i

AT R T “«f°“ e
QT ~ Lt D
A I believe about an hou\\ f7m4 P#@xﬁ% b
N g ‘/mv/eaxﬁmc ok preed

) So if he arrived at -- If Paul arrived at

e,

e

11:30, his'accident happened around 12:30; fair

enough?
A Yes. Or if arriving at 10:30, the accidenp
. A e Lot he o hort
happened at/fl:30 P2 ‘iw er Frow Distorhiona
e
o) T get it. I get it. We can do that, I'm
just -~ I want to get the chronological time frame.

So if we assume you get there at 11:00, Paul got there
at 11:30, his accident happened around 12:30; fair
enough?

A i:?§S~

Dulberg 007998
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Q Okay. And when Paul's accident occurred, he

was in the midst of hélping you cut up these trees,

right?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Other than you and -- Were you also in
the midst of cutting down -- helping cut up the trees?
A Yes, I was -- Yes, when he showed up, I was

already in the process of working. ' -
Q All right. So when Paul's accident occurred,

both of you were working together to cut up these

trees?
A Yes.
0 Was anyone else working with you two?
A No.o  leectier
0 Wasvanyone else watching you two?
A No. -~
Q Were vyour parents in or out of the house

during the time that Paul had arrived up to the time

of his injury? yﬁ‘ugere
. ”& rd_g’
A They were in the house;foQDJ*g‘
Q Okay. Do you know if your parents even knew

Paul was over?
A Yes, they did because when I arrived I told

them that Paul would be coming over to help me.

Dulberg 007999
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Q Okay. And that‘s fine but that's not quite

what I was asking. Do you know if your parents knew
he was actually on the property at the time of the
accident?

A Yes, they did know that he was on the

property. . . o
» - | ! ﬁ . d\, ‘*‘“? a0 LL‘?
Q How did they know that? ﬁ“ﬁié{pkb% D/h£

A Because his vehicle was parked outside and

they could visually see that his vehicle was there.

Q Okay. 2And they can connect the dots; I get
it.
A ?EEZ,EEE_EEE' OCkay. Sorry.
'Q‘ I can't talk while you're talking. Let me --
A I know.
// Q - My question was, at the time of Paul's

/ accident do you know if your parents were aware that

he was on their property? Even they could have looked

; out and saw the car, i get it, but do you know if they

were aware? e e ey
" e e
e A {/; don't know. -
N ,
Q Okay. Do you know anyone that was aware Paul

was on your parents' property at the time of his
accident other than you?

A No, I do not know.

Dulberg 008000
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Q Okay. Were there any visitors or witnesses
to the work on the property at your parents' house for
the hour Paul was there leading up and at the time of

his accident? .

won,

0 Okay. So- the only witnesses vou're aware of

of the circumstances leading up to the accident and

Paul's accident itself, the only witnesses to that are

vou and Paul, right?

e 4
A Correct. cwﬁ"\\:{)"‘cf '
0 Okay. 'All'right. Now, I've got to ask a few
questions that -- don't take it personally but these

are just questions we always ask in these depositions
of witnesses, okay? So it's nothing against you, it's
just we always ask these.

Any alcohol to drink that day?
. P DY \\f:*:ﬁ v+1’r 4
I don't drink alcohol.— T i &/
Okay. Any medications?
Nore . SiDaat Kaowsa . «

Any drugs anyway?

v N
'h‘-, .,,‘_:‘; Py

NO. - Frss™

O R oI

Any type of drugs?
Paul, same question‘for Paul, if vyou

know, drugs, alcohol?

Dulberg 008001
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A Paul's not a drinker to my knowledge, and I

wouldn't know about any prescribed drugs because I'm
not him,-7hv&

Q Okay. Did Paul seem to be acting‘normal
leading up to the time of his accident?

A Yes.

Q Were you having any internal stressors or any

problems internally for you at the time of this?

A 3 De v Hau@ e,g?cofa'howj 6L wohot e uawe"eJ to
A NoO .- D" A z

O = 0o00.--‘§\ B WY ey 7

Q Okay. Were your parents keeping any type o

watch over the work you were doing to kind of see how

u&-e—

- things progressed? ey b e ﬁﬁﬁm!ﬂ,-' 4 ;,
' I ) - d‘a E el % m! ;i‘- -i*_%v ey r\G £ 4.}% -—4‘}1 HEY
e ; "y

99

£

5 ¢

A 'NO. vy &*&\* (? ‘r. a,alwt"i'Bg o pﬂqﬂ\(,«f'\,
. v 36 P‘n‘{:! ‘Cf s _.\..‘_b ”’4 1\6-‘1: = re,h.{ SM‘;& X At
Q Okay. So the -- from the beglnnlng to the iiiryﬁ
et
end, the work that was being done by you to cut the ¢ Ahg
trees up was done under your own supervision, under
your own control?
A Undggﬂgznsuperv151on “
Q Yeah. Was anybody telling vou what to do and
. .. \ B A
how to do it? L Lo P RGOS
Il - %‘E F{’:" 4 fatar
A -No.~
Q Were your parents in any way telling you how
to do thlngs as far as cuttlng up the trees?
SR T /Ncr’f-ﬁ'a‘ n S pet=
";’i ,/' ir“-‘rv‘ R 4!0{; ""R v 1‘;‘-‘ T"?..sj. 5.:,}.. ,‘r'f o dmer f FJ )‘ ﬂﬂb
- ! {,‘ - [ ‘,,, I :rv " & : &
A ) [ \‘& R E-.‘af-j“‘:?g‘ e e Pﬂs}f e ‘;’?{‘.i 'B é:l”e,'-i 0/~)

4 toanted Fo Born theBranches -Tare MS ‘:

,] e
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Q . How you did it, the method and means for
cutting up the trees, was that done under -- by your
own control and your own de0181ons° Q77€£ﬁmmu~m_

S ——— JOR- .
A By my own deC151ons-f) \\\\\

Q Okay. The manner in which the work was being

done at the time of this accident, was that done in

the manner that you wanted it to be done? et
_________ , X2 U,
: Co™ ki i
A qull Paul arrived. Di;ziﬂﬁéﬂsjﬁsz
Q Okay. How about when Paul arrived, did he

change things?

A He chose -- He chose to take up his own

P BT

/preV1ous to that. ?aﬁ* X
= .
0 Leading up to the time of his accident, okay,
was Paul doing anything wrong working at the property?
A No.
Q Okay. Was he doing everything appropriately?
A It seemed so.
Q Okay. And did you have to criticize him or

instruct him to do things differently because you were

not happy Wlth the way Paul was doing his work 1ead1ng
shet
Qr’J (2

\ZL,M

ey
up to the time of his accident? WOV’ p.d ORI ,

[w
A fNo, I gave no instruction basically to him.

\
) :
&

Voo N g&RmTtr Dulberg 008003
Deriat &7 g



10
11
12

‘v13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Page 101
0 You left it up to him to do the best for him

and you did the best for you?
A We've worked well together in the pastic,j.¢|

There was no need for instructions. It was a mutual

1

xd el
R

understanding of two men working together.” " - -
0 Okay. But is my question correct, you left
Paul to work appropriately under his own control and

you were to work appropriately under your own

" control --
A Yes hf Cone BPEC e STRICT A
0 - —— CcoOrrect?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And leading up to the time of Paul's

accident, did you notice Paul doing anything unsafe or
wrong in your view? |
A No.
Q Leading up to the time of the acéident, did
you believe you were doing anything unsafe or wrong in

the process of the work leading up to Paul's accident?

A No.

Q Okay. When Paul was -- Well, Paul was
eventually cut by your chain saw, correct? .fﬁﬁg@?
A Paul was cut by a chain saw.’uﬁeigalgul

0 - A chain saw that yvou were using and
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operating, right?

-~

Q Okay. I said your chain saw and you're

probably saYing well, it wasn't my chain saw; that's
what you're thinking, right?

A That's correct, yeah.”

Q Okay. But it was -- When I meant your chain
saw, I meant the chain saw you had control of,
correct?

A Then that's what I'll agree to(iiéé}

0 All right. So you're agreeing and accepting
the fact that Paul was, during the process of working
at your parents' house, cut by a chain saw while you

were holding the chain saw and while it was running,

correct?
A _Yes.
Q Okay. And -- Oh, here it is. I was looking

all around for these; they're right in front of me.
These photographs were marked during

Paul's deposition, okay? All right?

A (Nodding.)

Q You have to answer‘a word.

A Yes.

Q All right. Do you know, without looking at

Dulberg 008005
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the photograph, where Paul was cut by the chain saw
you were operating at the time of his accident on

June 28, 2011, on his body, where?

A _Yes, exactly where. s @
| et e e cor . 5 }.a,
- Q Where? 1S ¥ e
| ot T et 2
A On his right forearm. ='"/ o %%
. A \xﬂ‘" S |
. - .A N v
Q Okay. “,;kf' p
‘ = "
A (Indicating.)‘f?/ )
Q is_that the only place he was cut?
A Yes.
Q Okay. I'm going to show you a photograph. I

just‘want to make sure it's the same injury that he
talked about, okay?

"MR. CALLAHAN: Can I take a look? Thanks.
BY MR. MAST:

o We've got what's marked as Exhibits 2A, 2B,
2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 2I, 2J, okay? |

A Yés;

0 These aren't all I'm going to ask yvou about
but the first page, 27, does that appear to show his
right arm and the scarring where he was cut by the
chain saw you were operating at the time of his
accident?

A Yes.

Dulberg 008006
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Q Okay. 1Is that the only spot he was cut shown
in this photograph? |

A Yes.

Q . Okay. And maybe you can't tell on 2B, but I

think that's the same injury. Can'yQu tell?

A Sure looks good to me.

Q- Looks like the samé onev?

A Yeah.

_Q' Okay. How about 2C, does that look like the

same injury?

A - Yes, it does.
Q 2D. If he has his hand down to his right, it
would be on the{baéﬁggéé of the -- L
' e \,ME“!,;: EJ R At o S O R adg L O
Q -- forearm, correct?v
A Yes.
Q And that's where it shows on 2D?
A Yes.
Q And that's the injury that was caused by the

chain saw you were operating at the time of the -

accident?
A ' Yes.
Q Okay. All right. 8o Paul arrived about a

half an hour to your parents"house after you arrived

Dulberg 008007




1 on June 28, 2011, right? .
o o
2 A Yes, about a half an hour.” .. -
3 Q  And by that time, when Paul arrived at vyour
¢ parents' house, you had already been working?
5 A ;Yésrwﬁwwmwd DR N AT
6 Q Okay. ©So you had the chain saw in hand and
7 ,Yyou were cutting things or not? %ég
3 ) . ol AR
s A A NO .- G
3 b . AT
q g:‘ - 5.,, '
?§§§§ Q What were you doing? e Pl
R 7 W
10:&%§Q A I was sorting.-— 77
TR e
N—033§ Q You were what?
343
12Y e A Sorting the branches. When you have pine
Ry
13%; trees, they get snaggled, snarled, and tangled
o _ _
wQ . .
14 together. I was placing them so that they could be
15 &lﬁed:in a safe manner as, you know, to 1lift it up and &
fl'/ ook bl e bt B T Ved 4 T inTtwe ad
j 16 jto work with it.-7=" " ” b .

17 ;f Q@  Okay. What was the manner which you wanted

| 18 f to use to -- Well, strike that.
19; Having Paul come and assist you, did vyou
20% have an expected manner in which yvou preferred to have
21 \ him assist you?‘ o cn ,;w ﬂ @b e Q g,& W\ 909“,, M&m\@r* T
99 \\ A \l\To‘ = ve prs 0% 4 « ,
23 0 So you just left it up to him to decide?
24 A Well, he showed up and as I had said, we just

Dulberg 008008
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worked well together. —We understood one another .

ST

Q But my questlon was --

A I dldn t spec1f1cally have any expectations
=R 19 ¢ ¥o ba
or did I direct him to do anything.

Q So my question then was, did you just leave
it up to him to decide what to do and how . to help vyou

or did you have to tell him, Hey, hold that branch

I 11 cut that branch? \{{*gﬂﬂ - 2
A I left it up to him.~
0 So how would he know what branch you wanted

to cut unless you told him what branch to cut?
A ‘He didn't cut. He held.”ﬁﬁ
0 How did he -~ I'm sorry. I didn't say it
right. How did he know what branch to hold unless you
told him what branch to hold? ) ‘ _‘@ﬁ& Mk

e 9
A I didn't tell him. He chose -~ *%.0¢

0 How would he know then is the question. o

v

A You'd have to ask him. T don't know.

Q Well, was he supposed to just guess what
branch to hold on to? ' | ' 1

A There ‘was no guessing, but ... L 'Qﬁﬁw‘

Q How was he going to know then? ',‘}T

A Because we've done this before. We've

watched.each other work. We've worked with tools
. T

' p.m& Twi'S: Pows er Hools

Chaiv$awdS T Dulberg 008009
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Ve
before in the past.//
0 Okay. But that's not my question, okay?
We're hoping that he's going to hold the branch you're

going to end up cutting, right, the same branch?

A
0 Okav.
A

He chose to hold the branches.

3 All right. So you're telling me -- Well,
% what work were you wanting Paul to hélp you with then?
v A The:e was moving material, there was stacking
\\ wood, there was raking the ground:’j”ilfﬂW%?ﬁﬁLﬁ%ﬂw%EWML

0 Moving material, stacking what? B

A Stacking WOOG . = Theowabd all sl it 700

Q Okay.

A And raking.

Q' Was-there a rake available? 5(

A Was there a rake available? ‘%e& g

Q Mm—hmm . T ,Vﬂg‘w

N e R .l i

0 Okay. Stackigé wood meaning after it's all

cut up into little foot pieces, vou would stack them
up --

A Into 18 inch pieces..

o —_

to store them, correct?

Dulberg 008010
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A Into 18 1nch pleces and then stack, vyeah.
Q You're d01ng fine but please let me finish my

question before you get to the answer, okay, because

we're going to have a hard time if we don't have

separation, okay? So maybe give me one beat after I m4w£
N
» 7 AN k“!
done and then give me your answer, okay? .}géﬂ,'
y . ¥

x\.
Moving material meaning what? X##wy

A Once it's cut, to stack it and then to clean

P LN hu— N
) RO o

ol g
up the area where we were working.-+*

Q All rlght So moving material, stacking the
wood and raklng up the debris, those were the three

things you envisioned Paul was going to assist you

u‘-_\_-———
X
S S O
A A RV
Q - Okay. Before Paul arrived at the property,

were you envisioning that he was going to help hold

some of the branches so you could cut them?

M 7”—1{' R e ‘iﬂg 2 =i S 4""»‘ P L A o gl 4T <
- b h
A No.. i P ST g

A
T@-ﬁh{eT¢~;uJ&mé
o

MO
Q That was not even in the back of yvour mind?
A No.
Q Okay. Did you not want Paul to help hold the

branches or you just didn't know if he was going to or
not?

A I didn't know that he was going to do that.

O fi

e {7 ﬁf_);&(j

{cf‘s’
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Q Okay.
A No.
0 Did you want him to hold the branches or did

you not want him to hold the branches or did you not

care?
A It wasn't a matter of not caring. He chose
: 3 . » W50 BN 2.
: . . T Eoad £ ey T A p, w i i
to and then we went with it.—& e & Energe IF As yiny
Q Okay.  So was that appropriate for you that

he hold the branches for you then?

A It seemed to be appropriate at the time. ?63?

Q Okay. I'm just trying to find out whether he
was holding these branches --

A I understand.

o) Hold on. Hold on. I'm frying to find out
whether he's holding these branches against your will
or not. Obviously there was some --

A No, he was not holding them against my will.
He was helping --

'MR. CALLAHAN: Wait until he finishes the
guestion. |

THE WITNESS: Okay. I thought he was finished.

BY MR. MAST:

0 So he was holding the branches ultimately and

eventually with your acceptance and permission; fair

Dulberg 008012
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A Acceptance, ves.~”
0 Well, if vyou didn't permit him to do it, you
wqQuld have told him}not to,‘right?

A I don't control Paul's hands nor did I direct
him to do it at that time. He chose to pick them up
and we both started working together and that's the
method #We chose. It wasn't like hey, this is right or

[EAC

Q. I understand. This is what I'm‘saying, if

Paul did something you didn't want him to do, vou

would tell him not to do that, I assume, right?

A I suppose, veah.

0 Okay.

A Yes.

0 Did you ever have to tellvPaul,not to do

something béfore he got hurt and got cut by the chain}
saw?

A No.

Q Okay. So up to the time that Paul got hurt,
he was doing the work . -in a way ﬁhat was okay to vou,
coxrrect?

A Yeah.

0 Okay.

Dulberg 008013
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1 A Yes.
2 0 And he was doing the work in an appropriate
3 way to you, correct?
4 A Appropriate?
5 0 Yes.
6 A To me? ‘
7 O  Right. o N
8 : A Acceptablgt I don't kﬁowAabout appropriate.
° If you want to look up what is the definition of
0 appropriate.-f&‘ wk&ph g ﬂwqgwb¢+w ;mmg%k}%}.
1 Q  Okay. You just don't know what the word
.vu means. Okay. Becauée I can -- I can use a different
3 word. | |
14 A Oh, mno, Iwiﬂg%wﬁﬁétwthe:Wordvmeaﬁg,_it‘s the
5 way you're using it. You're telling me that I deemed
16 it appropriate that his actions what he was doing
17 without me telling him to do anything different were
18 okay or not okay, and what I'm saying is that itwyggmmk
19\\ two friends -- Let me just have one moment. - |
| 20 ié. Q Go ahead. | S
NS
21§§ A And it was two friends worklng together who
) . cywheee, o ifnesses 2

22 have worked in- 51m11ar s1tuatlons, and I guess our

S

523 \ assumption in it was that we knew what we were doing,

24 the both of us. I didn't think that Péul would

Dulberg 008014
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. Jeopardlze hlmself or me and likewise. wf"f f T; L 8
3 A That's where we were at.
4 Q | So my question is, was Paul doing everything
> leading up to the time he was hurt in an accepteble
6 fashion to vyou?
’ A ¥es. »
8 Q Was he doing anything ineppi‘epiieﬁé'? before he
. ot Durts
10 A __}\Io.
11 Q Okay. Had he been doing -- Had Paul been
12 doing something inappropriate pﬁ:ior or at the time he
13 got hurt, you would have told him not to do that, rﬁr\“'ﬂ.
14 correct? | /w"?f
15 A Again, einappropriate, I don't under— -
| 16 Q Okay. If he was doing something unsafe, you
17 would have told him not to do somethlng unsafe,
18 correct? = AU
5 aidda
T Tt
20 'Wasn't -~ I'm honestly telllng you that:{t wasn't a
21 thought in my mind at the tlme : ™
22 | 0 I'm not asking you if ;n een31dered it. If
23 you can say -- Hold on. Wait. You stopped. Let me
| 24 go. If you don't know, you can just say I don't know

Dulberg 008015
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but the question is if Paul was doing something
unsafe, would you have told him or directed him not to

do something unsafe?

T

A [Yes,

\ -~

—ar

Q Okay. That's all I'm asking. So your
testimony is that you never told Paul once what to do
prior to his injury on that property, correct?

MR. CALLAHAN: I just object as to form of the
gquestion.

BY MR. Bﬂ%ST: |
) Is that correct or not?
MR. CALLAHAN: You may answer.
BY THE WITNESS: |
A Ask the question again, please.

Q My under- -- Strike that.

Did you ever tell Paul what to do or how
to do it before he got hurt by being cut by the chain
saw on the date of his accident --

e,

-- at your parents' house? Huh?a\q
- ' 3 \ ,-Q:\S e{f\- .
No, I did not.- Periel el pes D

Never told him what to do?

No. —oaae ™

LORI- A © B o

Never told him how to do it?

Dulberg 008016
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S \DE—L '
A No.v"

S

Q Okay. So when he first arrived at, let's

say, 11:30, what was the first thing he did-?

A He was watching me sort the branches and
e &3 - . S & o ek S i 'f.':":'g -:
said, What can I do to help° And I said ==
Q Let's go step by step. Okay. So he was
watching you sort branches, right? gjti 4
| W fe oate earlier tusd e "“‘A 22 o by —P2 gﬁaﬂ
A Yes. MV‘ 5 € Breaniches pelore Ra\ §l~= jﬁw& £
0 Okay. I want to go just step by step now
because we're going to get toward the accident and T
don't want to go too fast, okay?
A Okay.
Q So let's go step by step here. He got there.

You were sorting branches. You mean puttihg them in

. g ———.
e e =

N

A /No, They werelalready in a pilé and as T had
e N— "“J |

B i

mentioned earlier, pine, when you cut it, it needs to

“"‘5. . H
Tt {orde ;‘

be addressed or orientated. If you put branches like | .

N e,v, e i
this, it's going to pull out unsafely. Go if Jou

stack them with the cut ends like this, you can easily

pull them off one another. \;M{JX\
)
Q Okay.
A That's why I was sortlng, so that it would

g0 _ e k&& % Q\l’k'\-l

Dulberg 008017



| 10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21°

22
| 23

24

with you?

,jUSt want to get a chronology. We're at about 11:45

Page 115
Q I got it. Sorting branches. Paul gets there

and says, Can I help, right?

A How may I help.

Q How may I help. Okay. %
And what do you say? .o /ao

A I said, Well, I'm sortlng branches. I 5ﬁess

: t

&

e e %2 04
DT A e A z

you can start by doing that.—'fj,;

Q Okay. ©So you had him start sorting branches
with you then?
A Yes.

Q Okay. vAnd how long was he sorting branches

A Maybe another 15 minute& after I had spent

N,
.

£y

: . ‘ ; AT § }*mm{«ifﬁ;’f&i% ok 1&'“{{*
some time doing it myself.-yz+¢§?w*i = b= '

Q All right. So -- Got you. So now we're at

about -- and I know these are just guesstlmates, but I

now, okay?

W

A Mm-hmm.

Q Yes?

A Yes. L

Q What happens next? M_?ﬁngl~ B
A ThefpiiZs Wé;é}sorted p&me Q;;égﬁy and chose

e vt v ey

to start cuttlng the branches up. At flrstgwgshad
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placed them on these Horses.

Q Well, wait. Ygﬁ're going 1nto detail now.

want to go step by step. The next step; that's all T

asked.
A Okay.

Q The next step was to start cutting the
branches up?
A Yes.

Q Qkay Who de01ded to start cutting the

a fwfgggvjj &¢1<K9 K
N e SO pf 095

Q | Okay. So after the piles were-sorted, you

said, Let's start cutting the branches, right?

A Yes.
Q Okay. And did he say, Can I help?
A He was there to help. I don't recollect if
o . L . ‘ 2
he spec1f1ca11y said B ) *@54 2ol
Q Okay . L M A‘ e
A -- that ~ %
Q So when you started cutting the branches,

what was Paul's task during the cutting of the

, =
branches? B %@igrp.m.
‘ V}kﬁ' -
A To put them on the horses.”
Q The sawhorses?

I

Dulberg 008019
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A Yeah.

Q How many sawhorses do you have?

A There was two there.

o) And how far apart were they spaced?

A Four feet.

Q And were you going to be putting them on the

sawhorses too or was that only what Paul was going to

do? 4»04§gx .>

A That's what Paul was going to do, remove them
from the sorted piles onto the sawhorses.*”?gyww;if%A

Q And when he puts them on the sawhorses, you

were going to cut them up with a chain saw?

&o gas™ pvTOl
A Yes.-™

S

Q Okay Who told Paul orkwho gave Paul that

At gt = o 1 by I e, e

AL pngarire e Y
e

. o
A ers.;f»v f%

Q Okay. So the next step, piles are sorted
now, let's start cutting the branches. Paul, why
don't you put the branches on top of the sawhorses and
me, meaning you, I'll cut these branches on the
sawhorses up with the chain saw. That's the -- what's
going on, right? X }@ﬂﬁ‘

e

A f/Yesx’J 6”

\..

Q Okay, How long-did that occur?

Dulberg 008020
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1 A Cfen mimutes)

2 Q All right. So we're Qetting close now to

3 noon. What happens next?

4 A Paullggyed to stand them up.—"

> 0 Wait. Wait. Say that again. I missed that.
& A Paul opted to stand them up instead of

7 working on the sawhorses, and I jUst continued

8 EEEEI%Q It seemed like it was okay to do.

S e Okay. Fair enough. So instead of putting
10

the branches across the two sawhorses, you're saying

1 doside of the
52
112 sawhorses? oW
o . . S
13 A Yes.-*
N
14 :§ Q So it would be leaning up against just one

x) : N
15N sawhorse? ‘ _,zw%wg-

[\8]
Q
10
o
o |
SRl
N

o

c

Got you. Okay. So instead of

21 using the sawhorses, you're saying Paul decided to

22 hold them by himself with his left arm up WL i

23

is that right? I need an
03¢
24 : wdb
answer. ;%
ﬂ#9

TP
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Q Okay. So let me say it again then. Instead

Q And that was Paul's chosen way that he was

going to hold the branches?

A Yes.
0 Did you in any way voice any objection to him
doing it that way? gl T
S
A — LI
Q Okay. And for how long a period of time were

you cutting these branches in that manner where Paul
was holding them up with his left arm to the ground

and you were cutting them from the top down?

A 20 mlnutes

Q Okay So now we're at about &i 2@ if my
math is correct. Is that about right?
MR. BARCH: Hans?

MR. MAST:

MR. BARCH: Can I just ask, are these little

horizontal cuts or are we talking --

Dulberg 008022
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MR. MAST: Well, I was going to get to that. I

want to first get the time line down. Yeah, we'll get
to ﬁhat, but I will ask it now then.
BY MR. MAST:

Q So Paul is holding the limb -- the branches
up with his left arm over his head, the branch is now
from his left arm and hand going down to the ground
and you were starting up below his hand and cutting

every 18 inches?

A No, I was cutting the branches off of the

I would say --

Hold on. Let me finish the questionm.

Dulberg 008023
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Every»brénCh or

0 Let me say it agaiﬂynow.
limb or whatever that Paul's holding above his head
withlhis left arm, I'm assuming those branches, if
they're reaching to the ground, aré going to havé 30
to 40 little branches coming éff of it horizontally,
correct?

A Not that many.

Q‘ Okay. Maybe 20 then?
A Or less.
Q Okay. So those are the 20 little branches

coming off of that branch that Paul was holding
vertically that you were cutting?

A Yes.

Q And then what would he do with that branch

then, set it on the sawhorses to be cut up?

A Set it off to the side. We never got to
actually cutting up the whole load of wood because of
what --

Q ‘Happened?

A —-- happened, veah.

Dulberg 008024
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A Yes.

Page 122

have to hold? T — o
A I'11 estimate
Q Okay. And then what happened after

20 minutes of doing that work? What was next?

i 1
N»f’r;&’ N
that

Dulberg 008025
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Q  Okay.
A And that's -- that's what happened.
Q Fair enough{ Now, that's the one that sounds

like where his accident happened, right?

A Yes.

0 Okay. Because -- I see. Okay. Because if
Paul arrived at 11:30, yoﬁ're saying his accident

e
T

happened around,iﬁgga}which would be about the time

Q I got yoﬁ. Okayiimgo wéré you still working
at the time of Paul's injury with being cut by the
chain saw in the manner of where he's holding the -
limbs up -- the branches up with his left hand over%
his head and you're cutting the horizontal branches
off of that branch? You're still doing that at the

time of his injury?

A That 's what we were doing at the time of the
injury. /\\ﬂ
Q Because you said you only did that for

20 minutes and then you did something and I thought

- YOu were going to say you were doing something

Dulberg 008026
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differently. You were still doing that at the time of
’ ¥

C . - .

his injury, right- ‘@#%ﬁ
A We stopped as soon as he was injured.” '
Q Okay. Let me ask it this way: Once Paul

opted to hold the branches up with his left hand
instead of using the sawhorses and you started cutting

the limbs now off of that branch --

A Yes.

Q -- and you said you did 25 to 30 of those
branches --

A Yes.

Q ~— the last branch you did, is that the

branch that Paul was holding when he was hurt?
A Well, it was the last branch that we did

because he did get hurt.

0 That's what I just said.

A Yeah, we just stopped.

0 Let me say it again‘because I want —-

A Yes, I agree.

0 Let me say it again.

A Okay.

0 You gave an estimate of like for 20 minutes

you were cutting these horizontal limbs off of a

branch that Paul was holding q?g;ﬁég&, remember that?

e NP
k\., e 5\ %
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Yes.
You said you did that for about 20 minutes.

Yes.

oo 0 P

And you did 25 to 30 separate branches,
L
right? Right? _ &5 Then L vaon Per Dree ™

A Estimating, ves.

Q Okay. The last branch that you did in that
fashion, is that the branch that Paul was holding when
he was cut?. |

A Yes.

Q Oh,Aokay. Because this is why I was a little
confused. You said at around 12:00, and I know we're
just doing estimates on times, but you said around
12:00 you did -- for 20 minutes you cut those 25 to 30
branches; so I thought there was something else you

were doing then after that by the time Paul got hurt,

but that 20 minutes is inclusive of the time of his

‘injury then, right?

A .Yégf

Q 6£;y. So really the time frame you gave me
from the time Paul arrived at 11:30 until his accident
was more 50 minutes; does that sound about right?

A It's really hard to recollect the time frame

when it wasn't relative at the time. There was —--

Dulberg 008028
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Q T understand that.

A Let me finish, please. There was no time
frame of getting the job done nor was I aware of the
exact time that it happened because what was most
important at that time when it did happen was to get
him to the hospital.“““A!E

Q I understand. eTa P et

. © ¥ Al 7
,_)«' w‘q\%.. e o %“'
A And the only time that -- And the only time -

that(ﬁ checked the clock is when we checked into the

e

o S EE "{”wa"-»"}
emergency room.— 24l fM Se M Mg =the -.WAQ o
y ;_w " %;';fb f,.,ﬁ,(.&;‘ x.. W ha ;“! ?“w‘z p cﬂ' &Wﬁmﬁt‘
Q I understand all that. ™= T ﬁ@ﬁ;ﬂqg¢«ﬂfw
A Okay.
Q That's not what my concern was. My concern

was you gave me an hour after Paul arrived is when his
accident occurred but the time line we gave was only

50 minutes by the time his accident occurred.

A Did you say 50 minutes?

Q 50.

A Okay.

Q So I just want to make sure we're not missing

some other element of work that he was doing.
A No. No, we're not.
Q Okay.

MR. BARCH: I'm going to object because he's been

Dulberg 008029
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giving estlmates all along, but go ahead.
BY MR. MAST:

0 all right. SO under the estimates of time
that we;re giving, Paul arrives around 11:30, you
start the type of work that Paul is holding the trees
up by his left hand overhead as opposed to using the
sawhorses around noon. You do that for about
20 minutes in your estimate-and that's when he's

injured correct?

T

/Ies.

2

Q All right. So that l1ast branch that Paul was
holding when he was injured, that's what I want to
talk about now. And that was & pranch similar to the

25 or more before that, right —--

A Yes.

0 —-— that you weré cutting, cdrrect?

A Yes.

0 and you had cut these branches 25 to 30 times

without incident, without any proplemn, correct?

A Yes. | |

Q Aand that Paul was holdlng +he branches the
same way in all.those 25 to 30 times without 1n01dent,
correct?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. 2And they were all being held over
Paul's head if Paul'siii g;ﬂéhen they were probably
what, maybe six and a half feet over his -- or six and

a half feet from the ground?
A They varied in amount of debris on each 1limb

and height. As you go up a tree --

Q Okay.

A -- the leﬁgths diminish.

Q So sometimes Paul is holding the branch
directly out? L%)}

A

Q‘ You've got to let me finish my question, and

you can answer in any way you want but at least let me
finish.
So Paul might be holding some branches

out directly out from his‘chest, some over his head

jusﬁ’varying -- depending on height --
A Yes.
Q -- of the branch?
A Yes. Yes.

Q Okay. So anywhere from four feet off the
ground he might'be holding a branch to six and a half

feet to maybe seven feet? P
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Q Okay.

A Somewhere 1n and around just right here.

0 | Fair enough.

A Yeah.

Q So Paul is holding with his left arm»—— or

left hand out from his body extending out the branch
is from anywhere from four feet off the ground to five

feet off the ground, correct?

gmiciie

Q All right. A foot and a half or»a foot?

A May I flnlsh° '

'Q Well, it's going to be best if you just
answer what I'm asking and not try to add on every
time.

A (ITnaudible) sit here through that. I'm

Dulberg 008032
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- g ‘/11\‘ 4
0 What's that? /LJ“ *?<5%W%

A I'm sorry. It's just my character.
0 Well, that's fine. The question is this,
he's holding these branches extending his arm out and

holding them four to five feet off the ground

depending on the height of the branch, right?

A ‘Yes.

ab s

N |
O A

Q So that the branch that he's holding after
you cut it is going td be about 18 inches long, right?
The piece of wood that's in his hand after you make

yvour first cut is going to be 18 inches long?

Dulberg 008033
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Q I got you.

A -—- another one --

Q I got vyou.

A —

Q I got you. So he is not cutting —-- The base

of the branch that Paul's actually holding, you're not
cutting that?
A No.

Q You're cutting the stems or limbs that come

off of that horizontally?

0 is that correct? ,
A Vs
0 Okay. And the -- Although there might be

1limbs fo of that branch all the way up to his hand,

Dulberg 008034




10
11
12

13

15
16
17
i8
19
20
21

22

523

{ 24

Page 132

Q Okay. So when you're done cutting that
branch, there is still going}to be some smaller limbs

coming off of that branch at the top by his hand and

that's okay, yvou can deal with it later?

A Correct.
0 Okay. So after you're done cutting .
horizontally all those horiz- -- Strike that.

Kfter you're done cutting vertically all
those horizontal limbs off of that branch, he puts the
branch back and picks up another branch and you do

that 25 to 30 times before Paul's injury?

\\-W R ey ’ L@
A Yes . Tt ;Z,u 2 e T
Q Okay. The branch that Paul was holding when

he was 1njured.
A Yes.

Q Describe EETE

it a branch like all the other

branches?

MR. CALLAHAN: Just object to form of the

gquestion.
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BY THE WITNESS:

A By way of species?

- gy
L,

Caolk g
Q This is what I'm asking. I'm not asking what
vou might -- what might have happened. I'm asking

you, based upon yvou being there and I wasn't there,
was the branch that Paul was holding when he was

injured different in any way that you can tell that
you recall than any of the 25 to 30 branches he had

held previously without incident?

~.A  None of the branches were exactly the same.
@) I understand that, but I --
g B I don't know how to answer the question then.

@) well, let --

A The —-
Q Hold on. You answered it then. If you don't
know how to answer it; vyou've answered it. So let me

ask it a different way then. Other than every branch
being a little different in size and thickness and

amount of limbs off of it, is there anything unusual,

e e et e e ol A 0
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e other 25 to 30 branches?

-
T e s,

Q 'ngay. And in appearance, the branch looked
like any of the other 25 to 30 that you had cut just
previously, correct?

A Yes.

0 Okay. And probably a similar number of -- a
similar number of cuts off of this branch that Paul |
was holding when he was injured, you were going to
have to make a similar number of cuts on that branch

as to the other 25 to 30 branches you were cutting?

Generqlly, ves.

0 Okay. So if I'm going to draw a picture of
the branch, okay, and we're assuming that's'a five
foot branch and it has limbs going all off it up and
down the branch, right? Right? Correct?

A (Nodding.)

0 Yes? I'm walting for a word.
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Q Okay. Well, I'm drawing a picture myself
.o —-

A Okay.A

Q -- demonstrate to you --

A I'11l wait till you're done.

Q No, I can demonstrate it to you. I don't

Page 135

A I'm waiting to see what --

Q -I'm not ekpecting you -- You don't have to
follow my picture. I'm just saying if I'm --

A | Well, I don't folldw your description so I'm

looking at the picture.

care. You can look at it.

This is a branch and then it has all
these limbs coming off it in varying sizes, widths,
and heights, okay? Fair enough?

A | No, it's not the description of what was

being cut. That's why I --

0 All right. You describe what was being cut
r - gl 1
then *oﬂﬂbw%ﬁz ‘
. 90 O*D
o T
A The description of a pine branch or a limb is

that it starts at a certain diameter, whether it be
3 inches or 2 inches, and over its length, which is
also varying, it diminishes to just Pine needles.

About increments of every and varying also between

Dulberg 008038
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6 and 12 inches are branches again that from the
larger diameter‘where it was cut from the tree begin

to get lesser and lesser as you go towards the end of

the branch.
Q Okay.
A There is a varying amount of how many

branches are on there because no tree is exactly the

same, so I was in conflict with what you were

thinking --
Q OCkay. Fair enough.
A -- it looked like.
0
A
Q
A
%7
\.
o
RN
~
-A\pe Q
N
Ay A
Vo § &
Q I(¢ !}\w Q i _)(3': i gV e&
o V13 gfqh?w&gw" 007"
A Standing away from it actually as you had

e

physically shown it.— 0e¥<’ ¢

0 A1l right.

Dulberg 008039
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-- his left arm above and holding the branch

right arm is aside of

I'm just saying at the 18-inch mark where you

oing to start the cuts.

Made one cut?

One-cut.

Okay. You got one cut?
Very -

Hold on.

I know that.

All right.

Dulberg 008040
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) 5?
Y94
INEE
wnil .
WY |
;§@6%.4 Q How far down do you go?
3 A It varies with how -- how far apart they are

0 Listen, I don't want to guess so this is my

question, okay? Hold on. Hold on. We know he's

-holding it at the top.

A Yeah.

Q We know it's about five féet, you said. We
know your first Cut 1s 18 inches from his hand, right?
We knpw those things, right?

i Yes.

Q Okay. So my guestion is, based on what

you've just told me now, how far down from the first
18 cut that's 18 inches from his hand is the second cut

139 on -- give me your estimate.

20 A I will give you an estimate of

21

GRS PN I AT

‘ 23
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Q Okay.

A It looks like this.

Q I got you.

A Okay.

Q So what you're saying is, and I'm putting on
my diagram on the same side -- hold on -- on the same

side, but

o R E

0 Okay. That's fine. You can describe that.
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Q Listen.

A And, again, the branches aren'

t aligned as

you are drawing them. It's relative to me because --

0 Listen. The easiest process 1

s for you to

either say you know something or you don't know

something, but you keep first leading --
A Sorry.
0 Hold on. Hold on. Hold on.

me down here and then you just say well,

You first lead

I don't know

Dulberg 008043
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then. Tell me what you don't know and I'1ll move on,
okay, but I'm going with what you're telling me. If
yvou don't know something, you just say I don't know.

Liet's start over.

EOPOfetlresdoramrely™ His

cdsows rs=iTame, right?

Q Cae Dbzl ml~er-branch ?
A.
Q QOkay. So that limb is 18 inches down. You

cut that limb off, thatﬂhorizontal“}imb, and then you

[

go down probably on the other side 8 to 12 inches and

yvou cut the limb on the other side? l%gf',,)o
A 06D - = 3 =

Q Okay. What? You tell me.

0 That's what I just did here but we can do it
again. Let's try it again.
A Okay, but --

o) Hold on. This is what I'm trying to

Dulberg 008044
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understand and I'm trying to make it easy, but we can
go through this. He's‘holding the branch up with his
left hand andlI'm trying to find out what distances
you cut each of those four limbs until he's hurt,
okay? I'm trying to find that out.

MR. CALLAHAN: Excuse me. It's just that there's
. | 2 gcwS e Dave 13 mli5ﬂ§ ,-\— 2 as
a disconnect here.— he §os RAokher dhon Recalling e menof]
MR. MAST: Well, that's why I have to ask these
questions. We'll get there.
MR. CALLAHAN: I understand. I‘m‘thinking he's

thinking that on your branch this branch comes out

\._w ot i f‘@:’i J

MR. CALLAHAN: -- if T may; Then there's
branches like this and this with the pine needles on
them so he's cutting this one here, this one here, and
this one here.

BY MR. MAST:

Q Are you making three cuts on one branch?

MR. CALLAHAN: Four cuts.

MR. MAST: ©No, I don't think that's what he's
saying.

MR. CALLAHAN: I think that's --

Dulberg 008045
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1 BY THE WITNESS:

2 A I'm making one cut.

3 0 Hére, let me do it. I think this is what --
4 A | May I°? | |

> Q Hold on. Yeah, I'd be happy to. Let's

6 probably do it that way. Make it easy.

7 A Thank vou.

3 Q We'll save about a half an hour of gquestions.

9 A Right.
10 Q I was trying to get it described that way but
11 it might’be easier just to do it this way. ?ﬁpijp€§:§;r53
:12 A ~;T/'We've got
43 time. I have time. -
14 Q You want some crayons?
15 A I'm going to make a Christmas tree for you.

16 That is a pine branch.

17 Q Okay. Now, let me ask the guestions here.

18 4 All right.

19 % A

205 ns Q I've got it. See, your answers aren't going |
§ . .’al] ‘ B‘/).‘j"!i

215 % to help unless they're after my questions. Ako’ A

iyt A
Qé’ > A

_23§ ' Q -

24 O e ST gackazone okay?

Dulberg 008046




1 10

11

112

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

| 21

22

.23

Page 144
A Thank you.

MR. BARCH: You'll have to call it a -- It's a
Single branch, not a whole tree.

THE WITNESS: Single branch.

MR. MAST: Okay. It's a branch. 2all right. I'm
sorry.' I'm not good at these things.

BY MR. MAST:

0 All right. That's a -- Obviously it's not to
scale or anything, but it's just a drawing of a pine
branch, right? |

A Correct.

Q

iﬁééwgggmsxaggmmamgyninal type. Ofmpime-tramchasha

andRairlerecutting on_ the day..of. bismaeceddonts

A CorRecla
0 Okay. Different sizes; different amount of

limbs coming off them but that's a representative of

those types of branches, right?

A Yes, it 1is.
0 Okay. So if we look at this, the base is

obviously going to be wider than the top of it, right?

A Yes.

Dulberg 008047
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just do that?

A Yes.

Q So we know whaf words to use?

A | Yeah.

Q Okay. So I'm going to put T O P and B A S E.

So we can refer so that we're using the same language.

skip the LoPeOfedsi—-

A Because it's —--

.Q' Hold on.

Dulberg 008048
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That did clear up about a

l‘Q
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half an hour, so thank vou.
A You're welcome.
Q Okay. And I'm sure they weren't all six cuts

every branch, right?

A No, they wvaried.
o ,
A
Q As far as --
’ A There's no average.
Q Okay. There's maybe six, eight, ten,

something like that?

A There's no average. There's no way to
average it.

Q Okay. The branch that Paul was holding when
he was injured was a branch like most other branches
although in different sizes, correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. 2and you're telling me ybu made four

cuts until he was injured?

o Fair enough. So if we just start with that

one branch that Paul's holding and discuss what you

Dulberg 008050




did up and to

19

20

21

22

o or o0 M

23

24

Dulberg 008051




Why cold TH6ye

T s

r:d'c:\/
ok (%d// ;'

PN 2

—

4y
2

18

19
20
21
22

24

Q Okay. All right. So you're saying the
fourth limb that you're going to cut, that limb is a
little more weak, it gives a little bit more than the

other three that you already cut?

Q Okay. So if we -- Hold on. If we define

then just so we know we're talking the same language,
the branch is the solid continuous piece of wood that
Paul's holding whereas the}limbs are the parts that
come off of that branch. Let's use those terms, okay?

A The limb is the larger piece; the branches
are what comé off the limb. |

Q All right. I'm sorry. All right. We'll do
it that way then. Let's define it that way.

‘MR. BARCH: Don't you watch that show on TV,
those Ax Men?

MR. MAST: No. No. ©No, I don't.
BY MR. MAST:

Q So let's put that on the -- I'm going to

Dulberg 008052




Page

write that on here so we use these same words.

Because I don't want to change the words so I put on

Exhibit 1 here branch for the little parts that come

off the main limb.

Q

A Yes.
Fair enough?
A Yes.
0 That's what we're going to describe?
A Yes. |
Q All right. So what you‘re}talking about is
so we use the same terminology, ,v_!m@@'

150

Okay. So what you're savying is after you cut

three of the branches off of the limb Paul's holding,

Dulberg 008053
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8 went to -- what did you say? -- support it?
Limds o RBrowmenT
3 A Yes, support it.— ==
10 0 'What was he -- Do you know what he was going

11 to do with his right hand?

12
i3
14
15
16

17

18

| |

20

21

23

24




10
11
12

13

15
16
v 17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

TThe

Yo X £1.6
e "y W\\/

b

Page 152

Dulberg 008055




5 irroli fo ave s onse

h
‘s,

ot

.

i

U(’# 77;41949@5 "-71 T_o./ldﬁ 7

e/
/7 P

O

°
o

\
Tt o1
JC’\

~J

[es]

= (=
[l (@]

ics
]

19

20

21

22

Page 153

Hold on.

0 A1l right.

e 0D,

e i ' 3 ‘
pecBols arms are 1%
. ZRopr ARMPI Tt
wirst

~

A

0 Fair enough. Okay. And when you made that
first attempt to cut that fourth branch, was his hand
there at that time or was that after you tried to make

that first attempt?
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ZRem The ﬁhabaﬁﬂerr»eﬁh}‘

Q 211 right. 5% Cholusgry RGAI L-t{-H‘CCl
A Just -—--
Q. Hold on. You're going way too fast for us

and we're going to have to repeat the questions over

and over again and if we can just go step by step,

okay?

0 So you immediately did it then, right?

A Say it again. No, just the last part.
0 I know. I get it. Your first attempt to cut

the fourth branch to the second attempt to cut the

fourth branch there was no hesitation,

tried to go down and get it,

it was just

Dulberg 008058




Page 156

TV

Dulberg 008059



10
11
» 12
13
14

15

11| 16

17

18

19

20

21

22

1! 23

24

Page 157

Q Listen, you gave me five minutes of why you
don't know. Just tell me you don't know, that's fine.

We can move on.

A I'm sorry. It's my character. I'm very . am(¥ -
r

- e
f v . "
Yoo g Y

2 : . . . <, ’Qf?:‘.( &
inclusive in my answer descriptive.- ¢

Q All right. Well, I'm just trying to tell you

vou don't need to do that.

A And I'm working on it right now.-?7 il
Q All right.
X
| e
A I'm glad you —— -~
Q  So the question is, and I'm not saying is it

five minutes between the time vyou first tried to cut
it until the second time you cut it. I understand

we're talking seconds, okay. My question is --

Q All right. Milliseconds. Fine. My guestion
is, when you went down to cut that fourth branch the
first time and the tree bent --

A Yes.

Q -— and you had to go down right away and cut

it a second time, when you went toward that fourth -

. branch to cut it a second time, when you went toward

it, was his right arm on the limb at that time or was

he off it and going toward it to hold on to it?

3
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Q. That's not_my guestion. My question is this;

I'm going to say it again. My question is, you went

down to cut that fourth branch off and the limb bowed

(G- ©

Okay. So that simultaneously you're saying
when vou're going after that fourth branch the second

time --

 Q Okay. And do you see him as he is moving his
right arm toward the limb to hold on to it or do you
just see at the last second when your saw is going

towards the branch?
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; Q So your answer

moving toward the --

0 You've got to let me finish the question.
A I'm sorry. ¥
Q We're going to be here all day. Your answer

"is yvou did not see his hand motioning toward the

" 1limb -~ his riggt hand motioning toward the limb to

e ———

Q So the time -- Simultaneously when you're
cutting that fourth branch, that's when you go thfough
that branch and then yvou end up going into his arm,
correct, his forearm?

MR. CALLAHAN: I'd just object to the form of the
question.

BY THE WITNESS:

A You're leading me into cutting him and that's
, -«}5 > € t :
not what happenedﬁf'géﬁﬁ.iﬁf,LJ . PYaAStal
09 o
0 Oh, I'm sorry. X | -~

A I feel as though I am.~”
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Page 160

Q I get what you're saying. I'm sorry, maybe
that wasn't the way you wanted me to word it. I'll
try to word it differently.

A Thank you.

Q You're -- At least from what you'‘re saying
is, you are motioning toward that fourth branch a

second time in attempts to cut it so you'remmoving the

chain saw, as you said,

Q - R R e @ B e s %
aina -,.-»A-k Ttromt y? CM\msqv Plade i~
rxspontd Tomf Fobuw
M" Jv

,,\(e\'u?f’""

au."t
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I'm sorry that I can't just answer your
. ‘&\ ac&wl—( ﬁCAC‘CP-"

l( 4"‘.’
question but it's -- the description is -- ?aéﬂréﬁhwfé
’ U’[c‘.\‘u"""‘
Q What do you mean?
A The description is not fitting the instance

that happened for me (per sei

forward

e P % Ie - ’ B { 3 “z"'
T e badies e YRS 2

P

".\"‘n-.—-——-""""”'

Put his arm movement aside for a minute.
Okay.
Okay?

All right.

Yes. Okay.

And in the process of moving the chain saw

to cut that fourth branch, that is the process
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that takes your saw blade into his arm. Whether his

arm is moving or not, we can -- I can ask that next,

MR. BARCH: I'm going to object to the form of
the question. It's also argumentative. Go ahead.
BY MR. MAST:

0 Go ahead.

MR. CALLAHAN: I'll join that objection.

BY THE WITNESS:

(A short break was had.)

BY MR. MAST:

Q All right. Finish up where we got this tree

Dulberg 008065
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happens,

You're not out of control,

Okay.

right?

are vyou?

Dulberg 008066
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Is that correct?

(Nodding.)
Okay. 1Is that correct?

That is correct.— 3%

ORE  O N I C R =R © B

Okay. Okay. When he gets cut, what is the
first thing that happens? Does he scream? Do vou say

something?

Rt Sl

0 And what do vou mean by no?

that's not happening or what?
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0 That's the first thing that happens once he's

cut, right?

A Yes.

Q And when he gets cut, are you able to see the
chain'saw making contact with his arm, or how do you
first discover he's cut?

A It just looked like I could have nipped him.
It was so close that it looked like I could have

touched him.  nooa i e

- Nt
e

Q Okay.

A That's what I did, &

Q All right. Had Paul ever held a limb before
he got cﬁt with both hands before this?

A No.

0 Okay. So you did not expect him to do that?

A No, I did not.

Q Okay. BAnd after you say no and he says yes,

do you guys -- do you basically put the chain saw down

.and get in his car and go to the hospital?

A I threw the chain saw down and got in his car

. o !
% - Lo, [P S o

L
[N

to go to the hospital.='!

-~
A Y
Lo

Q Was he bleeding?
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A Yes. -
Q Do you know -- and, again, I don't knows are

fine answers. I'm not trying to imply vou know things
but I just have to ask. Do you know how far or how
deep the chain saw went into his arm?

A I could tell _You pretty accurately. I wés

there 1n the operatlng roomqé It never went past the

et o i

T

' . 3ot BT S S
— % (3] -r‘ 5 g \ T . e i e Fo o WL B -é’ ,,ﬁ-_ T R O U SRt
epldermls )P“ Vo

PR
S

i s

Q What do you mean, the skin?

A Yeah.

Q Did it open the skin?

2 veg . il €

Q And it was bleeding?

A Yeg -1 = o

0 Okay. Well, I mean, the doctors will be able

to tell us how deep it went. Are you telling me you

have some kind of medical ability to tell how far it

got cut? R T

// - . )
A I'm educated to a certain extent and I was
educated there in the emergency room and I heard
everything that was being said and I was shown and

even Paul said look, and T was right there the whole

v.,“‘\ . ” . ) i "\, &‘L.._,
. . TN AN E b A5 e Ll ik
time looking.— P, Wé&rs (onl Beg s

Q ‘You don't have any medicdl education or
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A No, I don't.

0 Wait. Back and forth here, please, please.
You don't have any medical education or training, do
you?

A No.

0 Okayf So any type of depth of incision or

cut that you would be talking about would be just

based upon what you saw visually, correct? *&Jﬁﬁb
wr e gusT Sm:aiﬁ'ecu‘ék
. : ~Thev] jwThe ER-- G
A It was visual, yes. —"\”“Q‘\Zdem’“‘t"‘i\
Q You never went with your finger inside the
wound? ‘ ‘%rﬂ'?
A No.
Q Or any type of object?
. . &
A No measurilng devices were employed, Tio.
Q Okay. Did you hear the doctors talk about
- how far it was cut in-? i - "
pEmm—— B 'k ¢S E
A (Yes: éﬁj% i :
N | A
0 How far did they say?
A Not deep, that was their assessmentggwhféhfi
Okay. b al
. Y . C e b, B & o it
A He was lucky.™ ~ T et
Q Okay . g‘ h{&‘"@”'f@
A

Tt only hit the fascia; that's what they

Dulberg 008070
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said.

Q All right. Do you know -- You'wve known Paul
a long time beforé the accident?

A 35 years. o

- Q Okay. Have_;;; ever known him to be injured
in any way before this accident?

A Yes.

Q - Okay. What is that? )

A A car accident.

Q When was that?

A I cannot put a pin date on it, but I can say
it was over seven years ago.

Q Okay. So maybe around 2006, somewhere around
'th@re? |

A I am guessing at that, but I know that there
was an instant which he was 1nvolved in an acglden
and he also pursued. ‘

Q Okay. Here, liStén;“WJﬁst follow ﬁg? Ié you‘
follow me, wé‘ll go where we need tovgo and}get there
fast, okay?

A As I said, it's a struggle because of my )
character.

Q ALl right',... B _g(\'

A I'm descriptive and 1nclu51ve.

S —

Dulberg 008071




10

11 .

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Page 169

Q Fair enough.
A You don't have to keep correcting me -- or

vou do have to correct me; that's your job, but --

Q | Falr enough.
A -- I'll try to get there for you,
0 All right. Motor vehicle accident about

2006. Were you in the accident with him?

A No.
0 Do you know what injuries he suffered in that
| AN

auto accident? /}mvf- l’\e“ﬁi;‘% ﬁ';";::jk ZZ

A Nerve damage to the left elbow that was fﬂ&c”
aIlegedlm; Fregealy Fre 5o o wre |

o ngtg;s ‘case you mean? o |

A In nat other -- veah

Q Did he ever have any surgery for that left A
elbow? , i dagereb s @wargw\w%;g,wif‘“

A I know he wé;'poked and prodded I doﬁ't
know if he was -- had actual open surgery for it
though. — *.(l‘*\ A% LT e

0 Did he ever resolve that injury up until the
accident ‘in this case?

A I don't know.

Q | Okay. Other than a left elbow nerve injury

in a motor vehicle accident around 2006, any other

Dulberg 008072
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injuries from that motor vehicle accident? -

< oo
A I don't know. > SO
ety Drre .
Q Okay. How do you know about that left elbow

nerve injury then?

A Becauée he showed people and talked about it

1 £ P VSR i i
e o U eR, e BTVl €T R . 3
SRR g

openly.— &%

Q Was it a different location than where he was
lacerated or cut in the chain saw in this case?

A Yes, it was an entirely different arm.=T"

Q» Oh, I'm sorry. You'‘re right. I'm sorry. I
wasn't thinking that far ahead. Good. In this
case -- In this case the chain saw was the right arm.
In that case it was the left elbow, right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Any other injuries other than the
motor vehicle accident?

A I'm not aware of.

Q  Okay. Any other prior -- prior to this case,
any prior injuries to Paul?

A Not that I'm aware of.

Q Anyvpriorbconditions of i1l health with Paul
before his chain saw accident?

A I'm not aware of any.

Q In the four or five vyear let's say —-- Strike

Dulberg 008073
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that.

In the five years before this chain saw
accident in June of 2011, was Paul in any way disabled
%~11m1ted in what he could do phy51cally°

v . e . i N '{5{
I don't know.. [0 o O L

“ .
R 2 SR A T SR ST
5 B ¥ *

‘\‘O ,.,1,‘:‘..,;, . 3 :
k&?O? Q Okay. Well, to what extent you do know -- to

7@v

ae

8 {u
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

13

| 20

21
22
23

24

fwhat extent your contact you ve had with hlm you're

not aware of any, ‘fair enoughv?

A Correct.

Q QOkay. Are you»aware that Paul wae under any
medical consultation or treatment in the five vears
prior to Paul's ehain saw accident in this case?

A I am not aware.

0 Okay. After this accident are you aware of

Paul receiving medical treatment from time to time for

his right arm laceratlon? h;ﬂ
A Yes. -
Q How many times -- Let's say in the month

after this chain saw accident, how many times did you

see Paul? I mean, was it every day°

)

A No. ©No. Maybe’ three or four tlmes 81nce'\
this accident I've seen thl ¥;;hcwwmw _
gy W et e .
S 2 T ———
Q Total? 0 &55(‘7 O
“e'%gexﬂftJ
A Yeah. g
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1 Up until now?
2 A Yeah.
3 Q Oh, I see. So 1t's been ﬁery infrequent
4 then?
> A Yes.
6 Q Okay .
7 A Just the instances where weiexchanged what I
8 had given in-the béginning of this deposition.
9 0 Right.
10 A ‘Those are the only times I spoke to him.
11 Q All right. So let me summarize'that just to
 12 make sure we?re clear. What vou're saying is, I'm
‘B assuming before the accident you saw Paul a lot,
| | . Cseldefie
14 right, or not? | quurqﬁf
rois
15 A I wouldn't even say freguency. From time to
‘16 fime. . : . ‘ i
| 17 0 Maybe once every couple of weeks or
18 something?
s A Yeah, that's honestfwm$ﬁét’s fair. - T
20 Q@  All right. So let me word that all out thenf
21 Before the accident ybu‘were seeing Paul every couplel;:’
22 of weeks maybe infrequently; fair enough? 4
23 A Infrequently, okay, yes. =0 . v
. o Fal£enough9 : ,( T
. e
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A Yes.

o) After the accident you saw Paul only on those
occasions where you had words with him that you

described at the beginning of the deposition?

A Correct.—

Q  And that would have been, looks like, four
times? "lﬂrﬁﬁﬁrgﬁﬁl Q\ge,ahﬂ

A Yeah+ Vj}é?

O  Right? Tb"

A Yeah:

Q Okay.

A With the exception of the one time when he

did come up to help me work, but we didn't discuss

anything that had to do Wlth the case, he just came, up

i L
hed to Koo

.-"

to work.— & ~ . \km&mf
e -n - O -3 il oo (2 o\
Q When was that9 Was that a different time?
A It was after the accident. He helped me do a

roof on my house ‘,_ Lol T ’T(?.\e.a\ 1o Rew-ovt’, G o e thAj[.gS

. Oanted o KW"-‘J AnORL
o) So it's different than the four times we Confﬂ
talked about at the beginning of the deposition° 9Q§
’JO g,]/{&"‘
A Yeah, we were talking about conversatlon and
this wasn't really conversation. It was —-- we were

just working.

-
e

Q Okay. So that's why I'm trving to get this
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summarized.
A Okay.
0 After the accident we talked about four

different times vou had a conversation with Paul about
various things. We talked about those, we tried to

give approximate dates and things.

A

Q

with Paul, you said there was one other time vou
had -- you were with Paul after his accident and that

was to do a roof?

Page 174

Yes.

Okay. Other than those four conversations

A My roof at my home, yeah. e
kO A
e ,:f e
Q Okay. When was that? | “ﬁ~ffﬁ3
A It would be October. . “1¢'7
Q Of what year?
A 2011.
Q Same vear as the accident?
A Yes. Yeah.
Q All right. So you did -- Was he helping you
o oa b g ;,.’..)9’”7’
L Tm e i AT
do roofing work on your house? vﬂ7@fkﬁ?“ L ;
A He was hélping me tear it Off.

Dulberg 008077
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How many days was he helping you?
Just one.

For how many hours?

3 P W
. . T 5
Five, six hours. Sz

Okay. So you're saying after the accident in

October of 2011, we're talking maybe about four months

after the accident, Paul helped you on one day five to

six hours to pull your o0ld roof up off vyour house?

A

LGOI ©)

A

LGN © I C I

Yes.
Okay. Was anybody else helping you --
Yes.

-—- during that time?

WhO ? ey e E P SN s
) P s SO 7T S . e
' e e A e e . fiz’. E . e oo ' ‘7 a..% b%}d—
Mike Shoshie, neighborhood friend. v

How do you spell that?
SHOSEHTIE.

Is he still a neighborhobd friend?
Yes, he is.

Where does he live?

Two blocks away from me. I can't give you

~ his address; I don't retain it in my memory, but I

know where he lives. I could submit that to you at a

later time if you'd like.r~

Q

e’('fgc
e

Very good.

e
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Page 176

MR. BARCH: I need to at least go on record that
we started around 1:00. There's been some breaks,
it's now 3:45. If Mr. Gagnon's attorney is going to
stick to the three-hour limit, I need some time.

MR. MAST: I'll try to Wrap it up.

MR. BARCH: I know, but I don't want to get to
the three-hour point and have the plug pulled.
Theré's ohly 15 to 20 minutes left.

MR. MAST: Well, I guess that's -- that's -- T
mean, we didn't -- Hold on.

MR. BARCH: Well, I think you and I have a duty
to shaie our time.

MR. MAST: Before the dep we didn't really
discuss this so it's fair that you bring that up. I
don't know if vou have a lot, but I'm trying to wrap
it up now with me. I don't think I'm going to take
the full -- I don't think I'm going to be a half an
hour from nbw, I don't know how much time you have so
is it -- dd you have a lot of time or are you just
looking at 10, 15 minutes?

MR. BARCH: Yeah.

"MR. MAST: Yeah, so we should be fine.
MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah, during the break Mr. Mast

and I discussed this. We're told the deposition

Dulberg 008079
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started at 1:12. He said he'd wrap it up so you
should have time. |

MR. MAST: Yeah. A

MR. BARCH: Okay. Good. I just want to make
sure we're all on the same page, that‘s all.

MR. CALIL.AHAN: If you go a little over, I'm not
going to jump up and scream.

BY MR. MAST:

Q Anyone other than Mike Shoshie, you and Paul
that was assisting on your roof at the time Paul was
helping you?

A No one else was assisting but there were

witnesses that seen him helping in those duties.

Q That was my next question by the way. Who
was that? L .~%%ﬁi&£f~i“ 55:””i 292 anh
e b L o
‘ A < & wIN w
A Joe Vlk -DOWK\L“O“’?Gﬁker Hane i
,,,,,, Y 02 Az A 2
~ J
Q How do yvou spell the last name? QL}-@;jﬁv-
el
A V I. K. No vowels. éb”ﬁ‘ N
. 0;3 g€
Q Where does he live? o
A In the neighborhood by me also.
Q Anybody else?
A My wife.
Q Okay. And are you aware of him having any

difficulties in helping you during those five or

T
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six hours because of his injury in this case?
A He seemed to not exert himself fully and was,

if not nursing, staying away from using that arm 1n

seeEry

e [
full but nonetheless was stlll grappllng and mo é g )
N \zs%wagie&
Q Fair enough. So you're alIOW1ng the fact
that he was reserving some of his -- saving himself a

little bit for the right side where he hurt his arm in
this chain saw accident as if there was something
still lingering there?

A Yes.

Q Okay. But he still was able to help you for
five or six hours irrespective of what might be his
ongoing issue? . g;k&yL?\J9

A Yes.wﬁﬂ?&"‘ o9’

Q Okay. So other than those five tolsix hours
that given day in Oétober 2011, you had four-other
meetings and conversations with Paul that we already
fully talked about and there's no more need to detail
those anymore; fair enough?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And the first conversation was coming

rightvout of the hospital that day of the accident,

right? ' BRSNS
oV K'*y@'
A Yes. L \

Dulberg 008081
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, VAR
0 The next one was four months later, the other

D

one was 2012 and the last one waén't about any
financial thing but it was a little bit before the
2012 meeting; fair enough? |
A Yes.
Q Okay. Have you now told me everything that
vou had -- Well, strike that.
Let me ésk this question first. Did you

and Paul at any time discuss how or why the accident

occurred? i T =l S
A No. A_/ s
Q Okay. And that's on both sides. You never

told Paul, Hey, why were you holding on to the branch,
or, I didn't know you were doing that, or, Why were

you grabbing with your right arm? You never told that

B k3 .
P
wo R T
R A Y

to Péul, did you?

A No. -

0 And Paul never said, Hey, why were you
cutting the way you did, or anything like that; he
wasn't complaining to you? |

‘A No.-'TB‘EV

0 Okay. Have you talked to anybody else other
than your attorney and your insurance company about

what happened?

Dulberg 008082




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

/s Page 180
A No. My mother. Just back to my mother.

Q Oh, and you might have -- You know what?
This isn't a big deal, but I think in terms of just
being ail—inélusive, yvou did -- I printed out what my
assistant wrote down from a recorded statement that

vou knew I was taking over the phone of you, correct?

A Yes.

Q Did you fead this at all?

A That one I -- Yeah.

Q Huh?

A Yeah.

0 This is the narrative from the recorded

statement that she took down and I'm assuﬁing she took
it down right. I didn't go and read it and listen to
it.

A Yeah, I had a few blanks in there and such
that, you know

o) Well, hold on. The question is --

A Yeah.

0 And I'll mark this as Exhibit 2, okay, and
I'll just put a 2 for now. But would you agree
that -- and I know you didn't listen to the recording

understand that, but would you agree that reading

(]

SO

this narrative marked as Exhibit 2 accurately states

Dulberg 008083
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what you would have séid on that phone call to me?

MR. CALLAHAN: I'd just object to the form of the
question and as to the number of variables with the
recording and with the transcription of the process
itself, including some of the language in the
transcript énd ask him if he could -- I think it's
better if this-would be pointed out page by page or --
excuse me -- line by line more or less if he's
agreeing with that.

MR. MAST: I can do that. Yeah. Joe, I'm just
trying to make it easy.

MR. CALLAHAN: Yeah.
BY MR. MAST:

Q Let me put it this way: Have you read this
narrative from your recorded statement?

A Yes.

Q Is there anything in the narrative -- and
I'll let you read it again if you need to, 1s there
anything in this narrative, Exhibit 2, that you
believe you did not say that's attributed to you?

MR. BARCH: Form of the question, but go ahead.
BY MR. MAST:

0 Here, I'll give it to you again. Just read

it through. I don't want to go through line by line

Dulberg 008084
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unless you want to but basiCally I'm asking you, did

you say those words and is this --

A " This besides the blanks that are there --
' , ' A<

Q Yeah, besides the blanks. ,;?O%ﬁ;

A -— vyeah.

Q Okay. All right.

MR. CALLAHAN: 2And I'd just point out too that
there seems to be -- like if you read that thing in
total, there are eight parts where the subject and
verb don't agrée, there's pérts where it goes on, it
doesn't make sense and that also has to be considered
as well as to the totality of the accuracy and the

candor of the statement.~f‘D$g1§%

BY MR. MAST:
Q Okay. This is my question, and again I know

vou didn't compare the audio to‘that'statement; but

you read that statement and all I'm asking is, you

generally recall giving me a statement over the phone,

right?
A Yes, I do.
Q And does that generally, and again we can

listen to it to find out specifically what it says;
but does that generally meet with your recollection of

what yvou said?
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A Yes.

Q Okay. And that's Exhibit 2, correct?

A Yes.

Q A1l right. Again, it is what it is. Let's

put Exhibit 2 on here so we can keep track of these
things. Okay.
Now --—

MR. MAST: Oh, I didn't put this on the record.

I'd like to put this on the record. I don't have

answers today of interrogatories, nor I don't think
this response is to my production request. Let me
just see. No, this response to the production request
is to codefendants' response. So I don't have that
discovery, nor answers to interrogatories to my
discovery. I'm assUming nothing is going to be crazy
or different than what went over today but to the
extent it does, I'm going to réserve my right to the
extent I need to, but let's just mark this as
Exhibit 3.
BY MR. MAST:

Q And what Exhibit 3 is, is what I was given
todéy right before the deposition are, Mr. Gagnon,
your answers to codefendants' interrogatories and

response to production request. Nothing that you need

Dulberg 008086




10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
18
20

21

1 22

- 23

24

Page 184

to concern yourself to other than I will ask you
Exhibit 3, is this your signed answers to
interrogatories that you're giving in this case?

A Yes, I received this in the mail and answered
those guestions as they are printed.

Q And you signed it verifying these are vyour
true and correct answers, correct?

A Yes.

MR . BARCH:' Do you have a signed version? T
don't have a signed one.

MR. MAST: Yeah, it's signed.

BY MR. MAST:

o) All right. Has -- I think defense counsel
already answered this, but'I just want to make sure
that you haven't heard anything that your defense
counsel hasn't heard -- has vyour homedwners insurance
rejected or reserved their right for coverage in this
case at all, to your knowledge?

MR. CALLAHAN: TI'd just object, it may call for
privileged conversation and I object as to it may call
for conversations with insurance company but -- and I
can answer as far as I know, there's been no rejection
of anything, and I'11 make that stipulation --

MR. MAST: I'll accept your answer then; that's
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fine. All right. Let me just look through your
answers to interrogatories, the ones that I've got.
Hold on one minute.

BY MR. MAST:
Q Have vyou talked to your mother -- Or strike
that.
Have you talked to yourgpaféﬁﬁg at all

et e

about this incident with regard to whether they saw

feided | <4
P PIEG R e LA <O SR SPER, CE
b e cretini ¥ e et L FT e fo

anything? b P RTIEE .
A. NO . - R ;!';,"- 2 i . ‘ . .v_vf " _?_‘ ‘ : : ;‘ n o . ! o e o
Q Okay. Do you know if they saw anything

regarding the incident?

A I know they didn't see how it went down’

o) Did they -- Do vou know if they saw the
process of what you and Paul were doing in cutting
these branches down?

A No.

Q Okay. Do you know if they knew about the
incident before you left the property that day?

A Yeah,Athey knew that something had
happened --

0 Okay.

A -- bad.

0 Okay. Since you only met or spoke with Paul

Dulberg 008088
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on a few various occasions after the incident, I'm
assuming you're not really up-to-date on the nature
and extent of his recovery and/or his medical injury;

fair enough?

A No, I'm not.

Q Is that fair enough?

A That's fair. |

Q Okayf So-what limitations or the severity of

the injury and what it's turned out to be, you don't

know about; fair enough?

A I don't‘know.
0 Okay. &and the work you were doing was at the
e C oo
request of your parents, correct? ”‘”f@mw.flffhrW 1{g¢vW'
A It was at the submitting‘bf my parents for my

suggestion that it was a good time to do this.
Q It was for purposes of your parents. It was

their property and it was --

A Yes.

0 ~- work doing --

A It was for purposes of my --

0 Hold on.

A ‘Okay.

0 It was for their purpose, your parents'

purpose to do it. You weren't benefiting yourself in

Dulberg 008089
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doing it, were you, other than getting,mongxmfit,it?

MR. BARCH: I object to the erm of that \‘*gueﬁﬁg;
question. It calls for legal opinions. qug&r

MR. MAST: I don't -- |
BY MR. MAST:

Q Go ahead. Do you want me to ask the guestion
again?

A Yeah.

o) All right. The work you were doing in

cutting the treé on your parentsf property when this

A 'Yeé,
MR. BARCH: Same objection.

BY MR. MAST:

Q Okay. And you were getting paid to do it,
correct? : <0
s
A Yes.— ¥ L% x5
o
Q Okay.

MR. MAST: Go ahead. TI'l1 let you go and see if

I have anything else here.
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EXAMINATION

BY MR. BARCH:

Q

Hopefully don't have to cover everything over

again, but I do want to back up a little bit. Mike

McArdle?
A Mike Mcartor.
Q Mcartor?
A Yeah, Mcartor.
0 He was a friehd of yours for a long time as
well?
A Yes.
0 And what's the connectlon between him and JSd
Mr. Dulberg? I mean ... - R oﬂﬁ?tﬁbgf
EaalR L
A They both llve together in Paul's mother's
home.
They've been living together for years?
A Ten years. .« s ;ﬁﬁ S Eam
Q Ten vyvears?

they a couple?:

A

Q
A
Q

And it's a sensitive qguestion, but are

. -
,M,C*ﬁ* oot &
A lot of people wonder. ., ;ww&'VO”QP

Okay. Well, do you know?
I don't know.

You've known them both for vyears.

\
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A I don't know. I mean, I don't know either

way so I just don't know. I'm not being facetious; I

#

e s ey el
just don't know. = % ¥ R .
Q Have you ever talked to Mr. Mcartor about

what happened?

A No.
Q No?
Q They -- There was one conversation =
(Short interruption.)
BY MR. BARCH:
o) There was one conversation I think you had

with Mr. Dulberg and Mr. Mcartor was present?

A Yes.

Q And let me see 1f I can remember which one
that was. Do ybu remember of the four that we talked

about earlier --

ey

) o TR il \\\
A Yes, it's the one in the kitchen where Mike
was present and Paul had commengéd that{ﬁé thought LA

that this was a blessing and the best thing that could
have happened because he won't have to work another

day of his lifé¥ Won't have to retrain for a job, 

Sy it 3 b S S T 3 e g R

blah-blah-blah, on and on. <% ..ot < "7

Q Okay. Do vou recall Mr. Mcartor making any

R,
o

o s

Dulberg 008092
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1 statements? e <
2 A No. No, Mike is a listener.
3 0 Okay.
4 A He stays out of things.
> Q And I may be confused but was that the same
6 conversation where he -- where you basically said you

10
11
12
| 13
14
| 15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

{23

‘wouldn't tell something that wasn't true?

A - No, that was a separate conversation. I was
leaving his house and he kind of just blurtedvout
écrOSS'the kitchen where Mike was witness to him
saying it.

Q The one that Mike was there, there wasn't any

discussion about money or --

A No.

Q -- testifying any certain way?

A No.

0 Okay. All right. I guess going back to‘this
whole situation, what brought you out to your -- I
guess to this -- to do this work at your mom and dad's

place. That's your mom, right?

A Yes.

Q Carolyn is your mom, and Bill's been vyour
stepfather for years?

A For vyvears, veah.
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0 And you were there -- If I understand what

you're saying, vou were there, there was a discussion
as}to what to do with these trees now that the shed
was down?

A Correct.

0 And it was just a -- if I heard vyour

testimony, a good opportunity to take down these

overhanging trees? m:”%;gﬁaé.%gksﬁﬁfw»”*
A Yes. X700 T
Q Was there plans to put up a new shed?
A bejifibtually, we installed the same size

shed on thé same platform in the same spot after the
trees came down.

Q Okay.

A As T said, it was opportune because it was
absent now.

VQ Okay. But was there -- the long-range plan

was to put a new shed back in the same spot?

A Yes.
Q A replacement?
A Yes.

Q All right. So before doing that, it was --

your thought is let's get rid of this OVerhangiﬁgf

tree? .
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A Yes.

0 All right. A2nd I -- I -- Thié whole notion
as to whether you were paid or not paid, did they end
up giving you cash for doing work out theré?

A T did a multitude of things; but yves, for
that job -- |

Q Okay.

A —— there was many upgrades done on the
property, SO

Q- Did you consider yourself to be their
employee or were you just doing a favor for them for
money, what?

A Qﬂé, I was -- I was doing a favor and because

of the times, I was getting money where I could and my

mom wanted to supply me withmggmgwkind of means of

ipgg@g because I couldn't find it anywhere else and T

C oo . I |
provided a service for her. Lo i

Q You called it at one point a chore --
;ﬁﬂtmg:h

A nggfchoreg

0 ;ﬁ -- that you were doing for them?

Q All right. Now, with respect to the tree

trimming and then ultimately whether they were

removed, did either Bill or Carolyn come out there and

Dulberg 008095
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tell you how they wanted this done?

e e . .
A. NO .« = ’5"“\ i; ’;-j:‘ [T ol i ‘.' | N ' ‘
Q Prior to you undertaking that job, did you

sit down with them and have them tell you what they”:

ER

wanted done, what their expectations were, or anything

like that?

A No.

Q Have you ever actually seen either one of
them use a chain saw? o sk ERECTRGL T
R o ZETEE 5 ) [
[ . '._;’Uf ‘ A ryL‘{ " &
A NO . - L R )
0 Would you agree that you were free to cut

those limbs, take down the branches, to do that in any

way you saw fit?

A Yes.

0  And you didn't have an invoice or a written
contract with them -- \ 1

N (‘\Dw C:\/ .

A o. /\/4, ,\W

Q -- or anything 1like that? o

A No.

0 And then this whole concept as to whether

David was there -- I'm sorry -- as to why Paul was
there, he was there -- you invited him over?
A I did.

0 And Mr. and Mrs. McGuire may have known he

Dulberg 008096
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s F " ﬁv s,
was coming over? T e
A f:Yeé;ﬁff uydy“
o a1 P
Q You told them that?’
Q Did you tell them that he was coming over to
help you? Y Ry

- -
A I said that I asked Paul to help me today and

"_-—\_
p———

they didn't say anything because we worked together .. .
before and they're friends, so ... o

Q  And at that point, if I heard your testimony,
there was no discussion between you and your parents

about them paying for Paul's time{?,*j
' — Then v Ale &0V ‘

A NO .

Q And that wasn't something that you and Paul
even talked about? — '.. . R A A

A No. -

0 Even up until the point of injuxy, that was
not a subject of chversation?

A No, it was not.

Q Do you know if he was planning on taking some

of the trimmed-up branches for firewood?

A I was assuming in my mind that that would
sqffic@ him initiailyhfygé, because he had already

taken some before from the front yard. He has a

e T e i A
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1 fireplace at his home that he burns -- -,

2 Q  Okay. |

3 YA - —- where we don't -- or she doesn’ thhere. ;‘{?’°

o WOhe g ghe_ S meom? o oS

4 Q That was an assumption but was it actually a

> subject of conversation between you and he? L e

6 A No, we did not dlscuss :Ltwa}’“w i

7 Q So in terms of what, if anfthlng, Paul might

8 get out of it, as you sit here today, you don't recall

- any discussions with Paul about what he would get in

10 return for helping you?
| 11 A No, he just agreed to help a friend take down
112 some trees ““ & f .l T T TE SR
13 Q And I —- 1f I’m understanding your testimony
|14 too, Paul wasn't trying to ovgj_fride anything you were

15 doing; he wasn't telling you what to do eilther? »

y : . o, - L o e
{17 Q There was a lot of unspoken things happen

Py .

18 between the two of you? . /

19 A Yes .— P AT .

20 Q ‘The branch that you and Mr. Dulberg were
| 2t working on -- I'm sorry -- the limb that you and he

22 were working on, that one yvou mentioned as you were
2 cutting that fourth branch as turning, that one

24 flexed? »*@0"7@'&;{}: | W&Fﬂw o

— 3" VT oM 0“”9,&4 S N
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A Yes.

0 2And yvou used the word flexed, at one point

also bowed, you used that word? f,yé

A Yes.
0 If I'm understandlng what vou're saying, the
Do ed
actual limb itself bent?\ﬁtﬁoﬁ CyJuﬂﬁ VﬁB pONC
wé Le
A Yes. X( CS \)?

o All right. Did you have that happen on any

———

of the other 24 to 29 branches that you were cutt1ng°

?

A No.

Q That was the first time that happened?

A Yes. - o Did oA P\""P? e

Q All right. 2nd the -- at the point in time
you described, and I don't want to go through in
detail what you and Mr. Mast just went over, but you
described how yvou were moving for that -- at the
second attempt to get that fourth branch; and if I
understood your testimony, simultaneously Mr. Gagnon
is coming in with his right arm to grab the limb —-

A Mr. Dulberg, yes.

Q -- and the saw and his arm converged
simultaneously? o — AW 5 J- ‘5\”’& ?"eh) p;(,"\\

A Yes. - V' Do ¥

0 Okay. Had Mr. Dulberg gotten his hand

Dulberg 008099
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anywhere near the chain saw any closer than 12 to

18 inches anytime prior to that?
N

e ¥

A NO;m;jtix

0 At aﬁy point in time did you perceive or fear
that he was getting his arm too close or hand or
whatever, any part of his body too close to the blade

of the chain saw that you were operating?

A No. No.

Q Right up until the very end?

A No.

Q Did you ex- -- As you were cutting, having

down 24 to 29 branches, because this happened vou're

estimating on the twenty-fifth or thirtieth branch,

correct?.
A Yeah, somewhere around there.
Q Limb. Did you expect him to be putting his

W
: . uo\b"“‘y

arm in there to help with the flex? <uawtkf2 Qe{*a @c

A No, because none of them/Ilexed previous to v

that. I didn't foresee it at all! }f?) ﬁ?:€f>;jyi?f* i

e ——————t— ¥

Q All right. And would you agree that prlorbto
June 28, 2011, indeed right up until the point where
Mr. —- where the saw came in contact with
Mr. Dulberg's arm, you knew that a chain saw could cut

somebody?

Dulberg 008100
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it would be important if you were using a chain saw t
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Yes.

You didn't have to be told that --
No.

-- by anybody else?

Did not have to be told that.

And would you also agree that you knew that

O

e

keep it clear of somebody else's arm and hands and

body for that matter?

A

Q

took with

A

Q

You didn't have to be told that by anybody?
No.
And you talked about a certain position you

the chain saw, you called it a lock --

‘Locked elbow.” — " - ? _ : o ;i&kﬁ;;;zxwf
LOCked elbow? ' R EE R SRR
Yeah.

Is that where one hand's on there -- there's

like a bar that you can hold the chain saw with?

A

Q
trigger?
A

Q

Yes.

Then there's another part where there's a

Yes.

You actually have to pull the trigger to get

Dulberg 008101
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the chain to move?
A Yes.
Q And which elbow are you talking about belng
locked, both of them? S |

A nght elbow locked 1nto my rlbs so that my

strokes werée short

Q Okay. So that was some -- that was a

technigque that yvou were using to maintain control over

that chain saw?

Q Is that something that you learned just in

. 1
practice or something you heard before. \ent rone~& .
TN P '

A No,<iﬁw1tnessed people d01ng 1t when they're

..... v ATy,
o s v s T Lo,

1n close quarters > because sometimes you' 11 have to do
/ Lo 2 Nowms?

that. You know, I ‘have a frlend whofaoes tree

trimming and I'd just seen it performed before.fw:;v:*

0 Okay . ) ; ﬂ(élﬁf i
~ A Itms_also less fatrguang on the worﬁzé)
Q And it may be elementary but correct me if
I'm Wrong, you were -- as you were using the saw to

cut those branches off the limbs, part of what vyou
were doing is removing these limbs, correct?
A Yes.

0 The branches from the limbs?

Dulberg 008102
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A Yeah.

Q And part of what you're doing is trying to

not hurt yourself --

A  Correct.
Q -- in the process?
A Yeah.
Q Were you also endeavoring to not hurt,: ;
' —~ A gd TRiE T L
Mr. Dulberg? _ . 1”“& e e did
A ‘Yes. I had no 1ntentlons of hurtlng anyone
Q At any point in time prior -- right up untll

the point where the chain blade came into contact with
Mr. Dulberg's arm, did you feel there was a -- did you
feel compelled or was there anything causing yoﬁ to
feel compelled to tell him to keep his hands or arms

out of the way? ”A.Yﬁ;”fij?ﬁ:

A No, they were nét in the way . F

Q He was doing that all the way up unt11 that
point in time? _ . . 0 Rt :
A Yes . " r( ,ci’;n’\-fsfﬂ‘x

0 And if I heard you, you don't know all the
injuries -- the extent of any injuries or
complications Mr. Dulberg had as a result of that car

ioee

accident that he had? ///’@*'ij:

A Nerve damage is all I was aware of

e
A e s
e gt e

Dulberg 008103




2N

«S‘

e

5
P

E

11

12

16

17 %

18

19

20

21

22

A 23

24

Page 201
Q Okay. Whether he broke his neck or had any

residuals with the elbow, rehab or surgeries, none of
that you don't know? |

A Yeah, I don't know.

MR. BARCH: 2All right. That's all I have.

MR. CALLAHAN: I just have one -- two qufck
questions that you may want to have some follow-up on
if I can just go?

MR. MAST: Okay.

EXAMINATION

. BY MR. CALLAHAN:

Q Mr. GagnOn, are you aware of any other work

that Mr. Dulberg has done in addition to helping you

f;tear off a roof after the date of the 1nc1dent9

i e BE. Wi ia ;z/,,,,_/ feTs N

A He teﬁag,a garden which is his whole front

vard this summer, the last summer. He did some -- He
dld some renovatlon and tear-out work for a -- kind of

strange you asked that but a homosexual that lives in

Twin Lakes and he just freely gave up, he's like,
—— \ S _,ff B

L Y ST

Yeah, I met your friend Paul. Gyer e

You know, he helped me tear out.the dry

: -} e
l‘\ TG Gdef

;;Ei in my baseﬁ%nt and stuff and then I was like, oh,

P

really9 and I asked him if he would testify and he

said, I don't want to get involved. So maybe he'd

Dulberg 008104
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want to get involved now, I don't know, but that was

the one example; and then of course on my home, my

roofing.

Q So he did some demolition work for some other
people? .

A Yeahf”'ﬁﬁ

Q And that was referred to in your statement

that you gave Mr. Mast before this deposition?
A Yes.
MR. CALLAHAN: Okay. That's all I have.
MR. MAST: Yeah, I want to follow up on that.
FURTHER EXAMINATION
BY MR. MAST:

Q He tends a garden. Do you ever watch him

#
\? #
7
” ]
N~
R 1 ioa A
KN

tend the garden?

A I've seen him tend to his garden.
0O Since the accident?
%W#,{Physically walking in his garden and picking
vegetables; yeaﬁ} I mean, as far as tilling and that,
no, I have not seen him labor as far as tilling,

although he did borrow my tlller to tlll 1t“’ikf”

i ———

Did I see -- Dld I see h1m7‘ No.

Q Okay. Have you ever seen hlm till his =

garden?

Dulberg 008105
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A No.

Q The only thing you've seen him do since his

accident as far as his garden is to pick vegetables?

A  Yeah.

o) Okay. 2and that's just by when you drive by

you see him doing that? o

A He's -- He told me at those times when I was

there, you know, look at all the produce I have.

0 He told vou when? What are we talking about?
A When I was theré\ L

Q After the acc1dent° f;f:

A Yeah. On those -- On thosé‘océasions that'I

mentioned, he's got all his, you know, vegetables and

PR 4 .
£ g —i.”

stuff lined up at his house.™

Tamgs T

o] . You're golng too fast. On what occasions?

Page 203

These conversations we talked about at the beginning . ~%w$

of this deposition weren't all at his house.
A No, the one where I was 1in the kitch&n !

Q Right. That's the one time. You said --

e ]\ Such as -- Such as that, you,

4 (5 0 Wait. Wait.

A R ¢ L
v R s .
A;Qfﬁ- A His brother doesn't tend the garden? - .t

how many times have you been to his house?

0 Hold on. Hold on. Stop. After the éccident

b

v

Dulberg 008106
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As I had said.

How many?

= OB

As I had said.~“""

Q What is as I had said?

many is that?

s g ~, "i-y“.:'““‘
N

Page 204

N
S
P
What answer -- How

£

A You've got it written down right therefﬁ
Q How many? I don't know what you're talking
about. How many?
‘,/""'_”‘_v—“*_'?:""ﬁ:».,vx . . T e
A I told you tHe one time in the kitchen.
Q nght. 820%6 q
o~ s *V’-{/ -
A And there you go. (9(}/‘/9,/“@ A\
. a2 Ae’
Q So one time? D
A Yeah.
Q Okay. Just say one then; that's the answer.
So the gquestion is, how many times have you been to
Paul ‘s house since his accident? It's one time,
right?
A Yeah.
) Is that a yes?
A Yes.
Q  Okay. So the times that you've seen anything

that he's done with his garden,

have you ever visited

him to see what he does in the garden?

A No, I didn't witness him working in the

Dulberg 008107
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garden. = E
< -
Q  Okay. So what you're saying is the testimony

vou just gave about him tending the garden is what you

have had that one conversation when you were at his

~house that one time after the accident, right?

"\..\_"_‘_‘__,_,_
Q And that was a conversation you had with him-

and he said, Hey, look at what I do when I tend my
ieb o Ve , o opfites Fra
\3:0- % o \\ c‘ 90 -

garden? X
‘ TD“J ‘{xaojCkﬁoﬁ 4xe —jﬂfOp

A Yeah. I was flgurlng maybe the dog helped

PRI
AR »-“

him, you know. -~

Q You know, I'm not trying to be funny. I'm
just trying to get the facts, okay? Because what you

say might -- yvou might not understand but it leaves @

__Buerqytuina Dar e Seufs 1D e lic ) Thorg it “Zaken
< +g

oo Tl
BA T

o

e =

Al

iy

e

exactly what you mean as far as so I don't have to ﬁaﬁ4

infer what you mean, okay?
A Okay.
) So I'm not trying to be funny about it. You

were there at his house one time after the accident,

right? n e i
A ves. <

0 And that was the time four months after the

Lo . ) Wl
- PR -

accident? — v~

Dulberg 008108
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A Yes.

Q Okay. And that's the information then that
yvou got about him tending his garden, correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. You've never seen him tend his garden
since the accidegt, have you?

""":‘“-\ R

A Picking fruit, tending? Yeah. I mean, are

o,

— . N
walking in the garden in the sense -- +e 2807
, o’ 55 CF e eXS
| - s “ )
Q Have you seen -- : /;%‘ US“:TNQP
A What are you saying is tending?
o
: ’(53 _
Q ,All right. 99$ 2
A I don't understand. ?P‘J"/ el V,f;“ 4"'P-k5 N
» B > {
Q Okay. I understand that. v x '?fﬁwdﬁx
po Ok REP -
’ 5

0 How many times have you seen him in his

garden since the accident?

A we'll say ten times driving by his house,” Xalt

going into the neighborhood that I used to live in, no
conversations, not stopping by, not talking to him.

0 I got the answer, ten times.

A But I'd usually seen him in his garden.
0 During those ten times you've seen him in his

garden since the accident, what things have you seen

Dulberg 008109
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him do?

Q

something?

A

Q

by so it'd be a matter of a couple seconds you would

see him,

A

T S S T e

Q

renovation work then. The renovation work that you're

talking about isn't something you saw him do, it's

‘Picking vegetables?

A ol R e

right? v_)\.f"u%'( \p\dﬁ ¢ 29 /r) ?&

Page 207

Harvesting vegetables.

Yes.
Okay. With his hands?

Putting them in some type of basket or

Yes.

Okay. And you would see him just by passing

eﬁf

Yes. 7 4@% /wai @6

For each of those ten times, right?

‘!-l‘
Yes. 0
- S vf' .
And those are ten separate dates? ~aAl Hﬂ 5(
(\
e we et
Yes. 9"0_ g D)
, & 527 Dt
Over a course of a summer? ZACLER iVl S)
Vo x? ,Jaj
/4 ¢ g{“
Over the course ot 51nce thlS occurrence. ’C}us
%l N W(“
Okay. So that would be two summers? g

So two summers, right.

Okay. Very good. Let's talk about that
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done, right? / ?"gb_fg"&mw J‘;%Z:_e o5 ) wel”
o O et 5 Toes ©
A Yes. W we”
0 And who 1s the individual, what's his name?
A Mike Thomas.
Q Mike Thomas?
A Yeah.
Q He's the homosexual you were talking about?
A Yes.
0 And he lives in where?
A He lives in Twin Lakes.
Q .Okayi Are you friends with him?
A No
Q 'Ckay. So you don't know personally what Paul

did, if anything, at Mike Thomas's house, you just

know what Mike Thomas told you, correct?

A Correct.

0 Okay. So whether he actually did rénovation ,
work, meaning Paul, you don't know; fair enough? 4

A His basement was renovated.—-‘E’g:"f‘;,_jm:;},,..,;dix..,fﬁ"fhwf T

Q Whether Paul did the work or nog; you dgn'év ‘
know; fair enough? )

_ R
a T was F?%qMEEiE,E§Wdid the wo;kf’
Q Right, and so now I'm asking do vyou know if

Dulberg 008111
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1 Paul did the work or just through what you were told?

2 B\ I was informed that Paul had done the work

3 inadvertently withoutAasking for me to be revealed

4 that someone -- someone had told me that I know this

\ ERB \ 7 i

5 perS on., - \‘rg 5 '-Av;:x ) i ‘_. ».-. v

6 0 All right. Here, let me say it a different

ey i -

8 A I know, you_fe trylng to work 1t your way.

9 Q I'm not trying to work -- I'm just trylng to
10 get the basis of what you're saying and you didn't see
i1 him do the work, right°
12 A No, I dldn t see hlm do the work‘

13 Q So you don't know 1f he really did the work,
14 do you, other than what somebody told you, correct?
15 A That's a fair assumption.
16 Q And Mike is the only person that told ‘you he
: T SeTioinis
17 did the renovation work, right? .
18 A That is correct. Efj
12 Q And what part of the renovation work you
' , ) This 17
20 don't know; fair enough? o~ PELT AL s 12
0 x Dot |
/' S o Lo
21 i . . f}e, o- - Al ev:
| A That's a fair assumption. J DRE
22 Q Okay.
23 MR. MAST: That's all I have. Thanks.
24
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Page 210
FURTHER EXAMINATION
BY MR. CALLAHAN:
0 I hate to do this but one more qgquestion.
Have you seen Mr. -- In the time vou've seen
Mr. Dulberg after the accident, have vou seen himj L
Ce ohkery, Howd i
working on his computer? fw;‘*“”
A I've seen hlmworklnggnh_ztsmcgmputer .. Yes.
Q - All right. And he seems to be able to use
| A He smglways on hlS compufer Qeéﬁ% ot
Q Okay.
A That's what he does.
MR. CALLAHAN: That's ail I have. Thank you.
MR. MAST: Now I've got to ask vou that. All
right. | |
FURTHER EXAMINATION
BY MR. MAST:
0 How many times have you been to Paul's house
since the accident, just that one time?
: A Yes..—
Q Is that the only time you've seen him operate
" his computer after the accident? ‘D rj Je‘ ¢7ﬁuvﬁldg
A That was the time that I've seen hlm, veah” 1o -
Q Okay. Fair enough. : -5iiwﬂﬂ-
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MR. MAST: All right.

MR. CALLAHAN:

Signature reserved.

(Witness excused.)

Page 211
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF McHENRY )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ,
McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PAUL DULBERG,
Plaintiff,

vS. No. 12 LA 178
DAVID GAGNON, Individually,
and as Agent of CAROLINE
McGUIRE and BILL McGUIRE;
and CAROLINE McGUIRE and
BILL McGUIRE, Individually,

Defendants.

vvvvvvvvvvvvv

I, DAVID A. GAGNON, state that I have read the
foregoing transcript of the testimony given by me at
my deposition on February 4, 2013, and that said
transcript constitutes a true and correct record of
the testimony given by me at the said deposition
except as I have so indicated on the errata sheets
provided herein. |

DAVID A. GAGNON

No corrections (Please initial)
Number of errata sheets submitted (pgs.)

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to
before me this day
of , 2013,

NOTARY PUBLIC

Dulberg 008115
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Page 213

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF COOK )

I, Margaret Maggie Orton, Certified Shorthand
Reporter and Registered Professional Reporter, do
hereby certify that on February 4, 2013, the
deposition of the witness, DAVID A. GAGNON, called by
the Plaintiff, was taken before me, reported
stenographically, and was thereafter reduced to
typewriting under my direction.

The said deposition was taken at theloffices of
Thomas J. Popovich, 3421 West Elm Street, McHenry,
Illinois; and there were bresent counsel as previously
set forth.

The said witness, DAVID A. GAGNON, was first
duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, and was then examined upon oral
interrogatories.

I further certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate, and complete record of the questions asked
of and answers made by the said witness, DAVID A,

GAGNON, at the time and place hereinabove referred to.
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Page 214
The signature of the witness, DAVID A. GAGNON,

was reserved by agreement of Counsel.

| The undersigned is not interested in the within

case, nor of kin or counsel to'any of the parties.
Witness my official signature on this 9th day of

December, 2013.

/ Z@Mv&- @«Cm\,

MARGARET MAGGIE ORTON CSR, RPR

CSR No. 084-004046
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