
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
McHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PAUL R. DULBERG, INDIVIDUALLY  
AND THE PAUL R. DULBERG  
REVOCABLE TRUST
	 Plaintiffs,

vs.
THOMAS W. GOOCH, SABINA SERSHON, 
EDWARD X. CLINTON, JULIA WILLIAMS, 
ALPHONSE TALARICO, GEORGE FLYNN, 
THOMAS J. POPOVICH, HANS MAST, THE 
GOOCH FIRM, CLINTON LAW FIRM, 
LLC., LAW OFFICE OF ALPHONSE A. 
TALARICO  
	 Defendants,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)	 CASE NO. 25LA360
)
)
)
)
)
)

PLAINTIFFS’ COMBINED LIMITED AND CONDITIONAL RESPONSE TO 
DEFENDANTS POPOVICH AND MAST’S MOTION FOR ENLARGEMENT 
OF TIME AND CLINTON AND WILLIAMS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION 

OF TIME; AND PLAINTIFFS’ NOTICE OF JUDICIAL DISQUALIFICATION 
AND FORMAL OBJECTION; AND PLAINTIFFS EXPRESSLY PRESERVE 

MANDAMUS AND APPELLATE RIGHTS CONCERNING DISQUALIFICATION 
OF JUDGE BERG; AND PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION TO DECLARE DISPOSITIVE 

ORDERS GIVEN BY JUDGE BERG IN CASE NO. 17LA377 VOID AB INITIO

	 NOW COME Plaintiffs, Paul R. Dulberg and the Paul R. Dulberg Revocable Trust 

(“Plaintiffs”), pro se, and submit this consolidated Responses, Objections, Notice, and 

Motion. Plaintiffs expressly preserve all rights to supervisory mandamus, prohibition, 

interlocutory review, appeal, and collateral relief, and state as follows:

I.	 COMBINED LIMITED AND CONDITIONAL RESPONSE TO DEFENDANTS 
POPOVICH AND MAST’S MOTION FOR ENLARGEMENT OF TIME AND 
CLINTON AND WILLIAMS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME (SUBJECT TO 
OBJECTION)

1.		 Plaintiffs acknowledge that Defendants Popovich, Mast, Clinton and Williams were all 

served on December 11, 2025, and that the original responsive pleading deadline is January 

12, 2026.

2.	 Plaintiffs acknowledge that Popovich and Mast’s defense counsel entered appearances on 
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December 31, 2025 and that Clinton and Williams’ defense counsel entered appearances on 

January 7, 2026.

3.	 Subject to, and expressly conditioned upon, resolution of the judicial conflict and 

disqualification issues set forth below, Plaintiffs do not object to a single, final enlargement 

of time to a date not to exceed February 12, 2026 for defendants Popovich and Mast. 

Additionally, Plaintiffs do not object to a single, extension of time to a date not to exceed 

February 4, 2026 for defendants Clinton and Williams.

4.	 Plaintiffs note that Defendants Popovich and Mast’s Motion is internally inconsistent as 

Defendants’ Motion requests an enlargement of time until February 13, 2026 in Paragraph 

7 while requesting relief only through February 12, 2026 in the WHEREFORE clause. 

(Exhibit EJ)1

5.	 Plaintiffs object to any rolling, informal, or open-ended extensions for any of the 

defendants Popovich, Mast, Clinton or Williams.

II.	 NOTICE OF JUDICIAL DISQUALIFICATION AND FORMAL OBJECTION

6.	 Plaintiffs hereby place on the record a formal, unequivocal objection to any Motion being 

heard, ruled upon, or any order being entered by Judge Joel D. Berg.

7.		 Judge Berg has a documented conflict of interest involving Defendant Thomas J. 

Popovich. Judge Berg has recused himself in other cases involving Thomas J. Popovich, as 

reflected in file-stamped recusal orders. (Exhibit BI-8)1

8.	 In underlying legal malpractice case No. 17LA377, Judge Berg issued dispositive rulings 

and court orders granting Thomas J. Popovich’s Motions for Summary Judgment, despite the 

existence of a disqualifying conflict of interest.

9.		 Judge Berg was an active participant in underlying legal malpractice case 17LA377 and 

may possibly be called as a material witness during case 25LA360 proceedings. Judge Berg 

is mentioned around 17 times  in the 25LA360 Complaint filed on December 4, 2025 (in 

paragraphs 13, 189, 191, 192, 224, 225).

1  All exhibits are attached as seperate files to this document under the paperclip icon in Adobe PDF software.
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10.	Under the Illinois Code of Judicial Conduct RULE 2.11: DISQUALIFICATION “(A) A 

judge shall disqualify himself or herself in any proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality 

might reasonably be questioned, including, but not limited to, the following circumstances:”

“(1) �The judge has a personal bias or prejudice concerning a party or a party’s lawyer 
or personal knowledge* of facts that are in dispute in the proceeding.”

“(2) �The judge knows* that the judge, the judge’s spouse or domestic partner,* a 
person within the third degree of relationship* to either of them, or the spouse or 
domestic partner of such a person is:” 
 
“�(c) a person who has more than a de minimis* interest that could be substantially 
affected by the proceeding; or 
(d) likely to be a material witness in the proceeding.”

“(5) �The judge:” 
 
 “�(e) was a material witness concerning the matter; or 

(f) previously presided as a judge over the matter in another court.”

11.	Judge Berg’s previous file stamped self-recusals (Exhibit BI-8)1 in cases involving 

Popovich in addition to requirements in Illinois Code of Judicial Conduct Rule 2.11, Section 

A(1) and Sections A(2)(c) and A(2)(d) and Sections A(5)(e) and A(5)(f) quoted above 

constitute objective, record-based evidence that disqualification is required.

12.	On February 21, 2024 Dulberg filed a “COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE FORM” 

against Judge Berg (Exhibit EK-1)1 based on Judge Berg’s previous file-stanped recusal 

orders in cases involving defendant Popovich (Exhibit BI-8)1.

13.	The Illinois Judicial Inquiry Board provided no reason for any decision they took 

regarding Judge Berg’s previous recusals stating,

 “Please note that the Board is prohibited, pursuant to the confidentiality provisions 
contained in its Constitutional authority and Rules of Procedure, from disclosing 
specifics regarding its deliberations, findings, or decision concerning any matter.” 
(Exhibit EK-2)1

III.	 PLAINTIFFS EXPRESSLY PRESERVE MANDAMUS AND APPELLATE RIGHTS 
CONCERNING DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE BERG

14.	Plaintiffs expressly preserve Mandamus and Appellate rights concerning the 

1  All exhibits are attached as seperate files to this document under the paperclip icon in Adobe PDF software.

3



disqualification of Judge Berg and state for the record that:

a.	  Any order or ruling entered by Judge Joel D. Berg after notice of this 

disqualification that is placed on the record is void or voidable;

b.	Plaintiffs do not waive, and expressly preserve, their right to seek supervisory 

mandamus, prohibition, interlocutory appeal, or post-judgment appeal or 

collateral relief concerning the disqualification of Judge Berg;

c.	 Plaintiffs object to any substantive or procedural orders or rulings entered prior to 

reassignment to a neutral and unconflicted judge.

15.	Plaintiffs further state that continued judicial action after notice of disqualification would 

constitute clear error, structural defect, and abuse of discretion, causing irreparable harm not 

remediable on ordinary appeal.

16.	This objection is raised at the earliest practicable opportunity and is not waived by 

Plaintiffs’ conditional participation and limited response to Defendants’ Motions.

IV.	MOTION TO DECLARE DISPOSITIVE ORDERS GIVEN BY JUDGE BERG IN 
CASE NO. 17LA377 VOID AB INITIO

17.	Plaintiffs hereby move this Court for an Order declaring all dispositive court orders 

entered by Judge Joel D. Berg in Case No. 17LA377 to be void ab initio.

18.	Judge Berg issued dispositive rulings in Case No. 17LA377, including orders granting 

Thomas J. Popovich’s Motions for Summary Judgment, while laboring under a known and 

disqualifying conflict of interest.

19.	A judgment or dispositive order entered by a judge who is constitutionally and ethically 

disqualified is a nullity, lacking judicial authority from its inception.

20.	Because Judge Berg lacked authority to act in a dispositive capacity in Case No. 

17LA377, the resulting summary judgment orders are void ab initio, not merely voidable.

21.	Void orders may be challenged at any time, directly or collaterally, and cannot be cured 

by waiver, consent, or harmless-error analysis.

22.	Allowing such orders to stand would undermine due process, public confidence in the 

judiciary, and the integrity of the judicial system.
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V.	 REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Honorable Court:

A.	 Take judicial notice of Plaintiffs’ objection and Notice of Judicial Disqualification;

B.	 Require Judge Joel D. Berg to immediately recuse himself from this matter;

C.	 �Reassign this case, including the pending Motions for Enlargement of Time and 

Extension of Time, to a neutral and unconflicted judge;

D.	 Stay or decline to rule on Defendants’ Motions unless and until reassignment occurs;

E.	 �If heard by an unconflicted judge, limit any enlargement of time to a single, final 

extension through a date certain not to exceed February 12, 2026 for Popovich and 

Mast and limit any extension of time to a single, final extension through a date certain 

not to exceed February 4, 2026 for Clinton and Williams;

F.	 �Declare all dispositive court orders entered by Judge Joel D. Berg in Case No. 

17LA377 void ab initio; and

G.	 Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted Pro se for Plaintiffs: PAUL R. DULBERG, INDIVIDUALLY 
AND THE PAUL R. DULBERG REVOCABLE TRUST,
by: /s/ Paul R. Dulberg 
Paul R. Dulberg
4606 Hayden Ct. McHenry, Illinois 60051  
(847) 497-4250  
Paul_Dulberg@comcast.net

VERIFICATION BY CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 1-109
Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are 
true and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief, and 
as to such matters the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to 
be true.

 /s/ Paul R. Dulberg 
      Paul R. Dulberg

5


	I. COMBINED LIMITED AND CONDITIONAL RESPONSE TO DEFENDANTS POPOVICH AND MAST’S MOTION FOR ENLARGEMENT OF TIME AND CLINTON AND WILLIAMS’ MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME (SUBJECT TO OBJECTION)
	II. NOTICE OF JUDICIAL DISQUALIFICATION AND FORMAL OBJECTION
	III. PLAINTIFFS EXPRESSLY PRESERVE MANDAMUS AND APPELLATE RIGHTS CONCERNING DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE BERG
	IV. MOTION TO DECLARE DISPOSITIVE ORDERS GIVEN BY JUDGE BERG IN CASE NO. 17LA377 VOID AB INITIO
	V. REQUEST FOR RELIEF
	VERIFICATION BY CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 1-109










		15LA78_Joel-D-Berg_Signed-Recusal

		16CV265_Joel-D-Berg_Signed-Recusal










1 


327417296v.2 


IN CIRCUIT COURT OF 22ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
MCHENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


PAUL R. DULBERG, Individually and   ) 
THE PAUL R. DULBERG REVOCABLE TRUST, ) 


) 
Plaintiffs,   ) 


) 
vs.       ) Case No. 25 LA000360 


) 
) 


THOMAS W. GOOCH, SABINA SERSHON, ) 
EDWARD X. CLINTON, JULIA WILLIAMS, ) 
ALPHONSE TALARICO, GEORGE FLYNN, ) 
THOMAS J. POPOVICH, HANS MAST, THE ) 
GOOCH FIRM, CLINTON LAW FIRM, LLC., ) 
LAW OFFICE OF ALPHONSE A. TALARICO, ) 


) 
Defendants. ) 


DEFENDANTS THOMAS J. POPOVICH AND HANS MAST’S MOTION FOR AN 
ENLARGEMENT OF TIME TO ANSWER OR OTHERWISE PLEAD TO PLAINTIFF’S 


COMPLAINT 


COMES NOW, Defendants, Thomas J. Popovich and Hans Mast, (collectively the 


“Defendants”), by and through counsel, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, LLP, and 


moves this Honorable Court for an enlargement of time up to and including February 12, 2026, to 


Answer or otherwise plead to Plaintiffs’ Complaint. In support of this Motion for an Enlargement 


of Time, Defendants state: 


1. On December 4, 2025, Plaintiffs, Paul R. Dulberg and the Paul R. Dulberg


Revocable Trust filed their Complaint against Defendants. 


2. The undersigned was recently retained by the Defendants and filed appearances for


them on December 31, 2025.  


3. The undersigned is in the process of reviewing the 88-page Complaint and the


allegations therein.  
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4. To that end, the undersigned requires, and respectfully requests, additional time to


prepare an appropriate responsive pleading to the Complaint, including time to obtain relevant 


details and to confer with their clients, in order to prepare a responsive pleading.  


5. Accordingly, Defendants respectfully request an enlargement of time to continue


its investigation before filing an appropriate responsive pleading.   


6. Defendants were served on December 11, 2025, which would make the 30-day


responsive pleading deadline January 12, 2026. 


7. Defendants respectfully request an extension of that deadline to and including


February 13, 2026. 


8. This enlargement of time will not prejudice any party and is not being sought for


the purpose of delay. 


WHEREFORE, Defendants Thomas J. Popovich and Hans Mast, respectfully request that 


this Honorable Court enter an ORDER: (i) granting this Motion; (ii) extend the time for which the 


Defendants Popovich and Mast have to Answer or otherwise plead in response to Plaintiffs’ 


Complaint, up to and including February 12, 2026.  


Kimberly E. Blair (#6272934) 
Robert F. Merlo (#6327312) 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, 
LLP  
161 N. Clark Street, Suite 4500 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Tel: 312.821.6139 
Attorneys for Defendants Popovich & Mast 
Kimberly.blair@wilsonelser.com  
Robert.Merlo@wilsonelser.com 


Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas J. Popovich and  
Hans Mast 


/s/ Kimberly E. Blair               
Kimberly E. Blair 



Paul Dulberg



Paul Dulberg



Paul Dulberg

Asking mismatched dates for a deadline.



Paul Dulberg



Paul Dulberg
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


 
I certify that on this 5th day of January, 2026, service of a true and complete copy of the above and 
foregoing was made via upon the following via e-mail:  
 
 Plaintiff Appearing Pro Se 


Paul R. Dulberg 
4606 Hayden Ct. 
McHenry, Illinois 60051 
(847) 497-4250 
Paul_Dulberg@comcast.next 


 


 


 


 
Kimberly E. Blair (#6272934) 
Robert F. Merlo (#6327312) 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker, 
LLP  
161 N. Clark Street, Suite 4500 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Tel: 312.821.6139 
Attorneys for Defendants Popovich & Mast 
Kimberly.blair@wilsonelser.com  
Robert.Merlo@wilsonelser.com 
 


Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas J. Popovich and  
Hans Mast 
 
/s/ Kimberly E. Blair               
Kimberly E. Blair 
 
 


 





		Mismatched Dates Requested










555 W. Monroe Street, Suite 800-N 
Chicago, IL 60661 


Phone (312) 814-5554, (800) 227-9429, TTY (866) 451-5724, Fax (312) 814-5719 
Website:  jib.illinois.gov 


COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE FORM 
(Please type or print all information and return complaint to the above address.) 


Kindly be aware that the Judicial Inquiry Board: 
•DOES NOT PROVIDE - legal counsel, advice, services, or referrals
•CANNOT - file motions/petitions on your behalf; change the judge’s ruling, decision, or judgment;
remove/replace the judge hearing your court case; have your case moved to another place/county; act as your
attorney; intervene in your case; remove/change your attorney; and
•HAS NO AUTHORITY TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT AGAINST - retired
Illinois state court judges, attorneys, court personnel, police officers, federal judges, administrative law
judges, or arbitrators.


You should also note that: 
•If you have a court case that is now being heard by a judge, you should continue to take whatever action
is available to you within the court system to correct any judicial errors you believe were committed in
your case. Your Complaint is separate from your court case.
•Filing a complaint with the Judicial Inquiry Board is not a substitute for appeal and has no effect on your
legal or appellate rights. If you want or intend to appeal from a judge’s order, you must pursue your
appellate rights through the judicial system.


Your Name:                          


Address:    


City:    State:   Zip:  


Daytime telephone:(     )      


Evening telephone:(     )                  


Note: You must provide the Board with any change of address information to receive correspondence 
after you have submitted your Complaint.  


How did you hear about the Judicial Inquiry Board? 


☐ Notice Posted in the Courthouse ☐ Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission
☐ Another State Agency ☐ News Media ☐ Attorney ☐ Family/Friend
☐ Internet ☐ Other __________________________________


Paul Dulberg


4606 Hayden Ct.


McHenry, IL. 60051


(847) 497-4250


(847) 497-4250
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I have information of possible judicial misconduct or disability on the part of the following 
Illinois judge: 


First and Last Name of Judge:  


City and County:      


Court Level: ☐ Supreme Court ☐ Appellate Court ☐ Circuit Court


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


1. When and where did this happen?


Date(s):                                     Time:   


Location:                                                                        


2. If your information arises out of a court case, please answer these questions:


(a) What is the name and number of the case?


Case Name:                                                                                                 
                                   


Case Number:    


(b) What kind of case is it?    (Please check one below)


☐ Criminal ☐ Chancery
☐ Domestic Relations ☐ Small Claims
☐ Law ☐ Traffic
☐Municipal ☐ Juvenile
☐ Probate ☐ Other (specify):


(c) What is your relationship to the case?  (Please check one below)


☐ Plaintiff/Petitioner ☐ Defendant/Respondent


☐ Attorney for:


☐Witness for:


☐ Other (specify):


Joel D Berg


Woodstock, McHenry County Illinois


Febuary 1, 2023	 9:45 AM


22nd Judicial Circuit Court, Woodstock, Illinois


PAUL DULBERG vs. THE LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS J. POPOVICH, P.C., and 
HANS MAST
17 LA 377







 Page 3 of 4 


(d) If you were represented by an attorney in this matter at the time of the conduct of the Judge,
please identify the attorney:


Name:                                


Address:                                            


Telephone Number:(     )    


(e) Identify any other attorney(s) who represented you or any person involved in the case:


Name of Attorney:                                            


Address of Attorney:                                                                                                              


Telephone Number:(     )    


Attorney Represented:                                                                                                              


3. Identify, if you can, any other witnesses to the conduct about which you complain:


Name:                             


Address:       


Telephone Number:(      )    


4. Only list and send a copy of those court documents which support your claim that the judge has
engaged in judicial misconduct or has a disability. Kindly indicate the specific information contained in
your documents that relates to and supports your claim. You should keep a copy of all your submitted
documents as we cannot return any documents to you.


             
 
            
 


            
                                                                                   


5. In the space below, specifically describe the factual details concerning your claim that the judge engaged
in judicial misconduct or has a disability. Please type or print legibly. If additional space is required, attach
and number pages.


            


         


            


            


Alphonse A. Talarico


707 Skokie Boulevard #600, Northbrook, Illinois 60062


(312) 808-1410


GEORGE K. FLYNN


150 So. Wacker Drive, Suite 1700 Chicago, Illinois 60606


(312) 431-3700


THE LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS J. POPOVICH, P.C., and HANS MAST


Paul Dulberg


4606 Hayden Ct. McHenry, IL. 60051


(847) 497-4250


• 	�Group Exhibit 48-Recusals and related cases (pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16) is attached


• 	�All 14 ARDC Complaints can be found online at: http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/ardc


• 	�An online PDF (with clickable hyperlinks to all documents) of this complaint is available at:
http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/jib/2024-02-21_Joel D Berg_Complaint-against-a-judge.pdf


a. �Joel D Berg knowingly failed to self recuse before making final rulings in 17LA377
in violation of Illinois Supreme Court Rule 2.11 Disqualification. See Group Exhibit
48-Recusals and related cases/ (pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16)


b. �In 17LA377 Joel D Berg failed to notify plaintiff of Joel D Berg’s conflict of interest
with the defendant Thomas J. Popovich and his law office known as the Law Offices of
Thomas J. Popovich, P.C. and its employee, defendant Hans Mast. See Group Exhibit
48-Recusals and related cases/ (pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16)



http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/ardc/

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/ardc/

https://www.fraudonthecourt.net/jib/2024-02-21_Joel%20D%20Berg_Complaint-against-a-judge.pdf

https://www.fraudonthecourt.net/jib/2024-02-21_Joel%20D%20Berg_Complaint-against-a-judge.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf
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Your Signature:                                                                                                        


Date:              


c. �Joel D Berg failed to notify plaintiff of Joel D Berg’s previous recusals in cases with the
defendants Thomas J. Popovich and Defendant’s Law Offices of Thomas J. Popovich, 
P.C. See attached Group Exhibit 48-Recusals and related cases/ (pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 13,
15, and 16)


d. �Joel D Berg and Defendant’s Law Offices of Thomas J. Popovich, P.C both knew of
the personal relationship and recusal issues between them and jointly concealed their
knowledge from the plaintiff. See attached Group Exhibit 48-Recusals and related
cases/ (pages 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16)


e. �Joel D Berg, Thomas A. Meyer and the Chief Judge of the 22nd Judicial Circuit Court
jointly failed to request the Supreme Court of Illinois for the assignment of an Out-
of-Circuit Judge as they have had to do in other cases involving Defendants Thomas J.
Popovich and Defendant’s Law Offices of Thomas J. Popovich, P.C. See attached Group
Exhibit 48-Recusals and related cases/ (pages 7, 8, and 13)


f. �We have submitted 14 ARDC complaints to date that contain a detailed record of how
Dulberg notified State Authorities of the attorney network.All 14 ARDC complaints are
available on the web at: http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/ardc


In the 14 ARDC complaints Dulberg is providing evidence that the accused attorneys acted as a 
network. All of Dulberg’s legal malpractice attorneys acted as moles and protected the attorneys 
that came before them from being discovered for committing fraud against Dulberg. They used 
a sophisticated system of document and information suppression against their own permanently 
disabled client. The legal malpractice attorneys shielded Popovich, Mast and other PI attorneys 
from liability after the PI attorneys committed fraud against their client (and against the Court).


The legal malpractice attorneys also acted to shield the personal friendships and recusal issues 
between Thomas J. Popovich, the Law Offices of Thomas J. Popovich, P.C. and Judges Joel D. Berg 
and Thomas A. Meyer from discovery.


The role Judge Joel D Berg played in the network is described in the ARDC Complaint against 
Thomas W. Gooch No. 2023IN03895-R (submitted on November 8, 2023) beginning on page 82, 
paragraph 199 and is available on the web at: http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/ardc


Due to the intentional violations of Illinois Supreme Court Rule 2.11 by both Thomas A. Meyer 
(in 12LA178 and 17LA377) and Joel D. Berg (in 17LA377) Dulberg has been deprived of a 
unbiased court at every court event in the 10 plus years of litigation.


/s/Paul R. Dulberg (and) 
/s/Thomas Kost (Full Trustee of the Paul R. Dulberg Revocable Trust)


February 21, 2024



http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf

http://www.fraudonthecourt.net/exhibits/Group%20Exhibit%2048-Recusals%20and%20related%20cases/2023-12-29_MEYER%20BERG%20RECUSALS%20COMBINED-reassignment%20of%20a%20judge%20outside%20of%20McHenry%20County.pdf
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David P. Sterba 
Chair 


Honorable Kent A. Delgado 
Vice Chair 


Megan Applegate 
Elaine B. Johnson 
Sean Nash 
Jonathan S. Quinn 
Honorable Amy Sholar 
Ruby Smith 


April 15, 2024 


Paul Dulberg 
4606 Hayden Ct. 
McHenry, Illinois 60051 


Dear Mr. Dulberg: 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
JUDICIAL INQUIRY BOARD 


Michael Deno 
Executive Director & 


General Counsel 
555 West Monroe Street 


Suite 800-N 
Chicago, IL 60661 


PHONE (312)814-5554 
(800)227-9429 


FAX (312)814-5719 
TTY(866)451-5724 


The Judicial Inquiry Board ("Board") has concluded its review of the allegations detailed 
in your complaint against an Illinois state court judge and has determined to close the matter. 
The Board's determination to close the complaint is in no way an opinion as to the merits of your 
court case. 


Please note that the Board is prohibited, pursuant to the confidentiality provisions 
contained in its Constitutional authority and Rules of Procedure, from disclosing specifics 
regarding its deliberations, findings, or decision concerning any matter. 


Regards, 


Michael Deno 
Executive Director & 
General Counsel 


Visit our website at: jib.illinois.gov 
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