**FILED ** Env: 37126066
McHenry County, Ilfinois
2025LA000360

Date: 3/16/2026 4:00|PM
Clerk clfm‘attr?: %T:\:Mt Ié( )Tlfri
1 IN THE TVENTY-SECOND JUDOAAL ARAUT
2 MCHENRY GOUNTY, [LLING S
3
4 PAUL DULBERG Individually, and
the PALL R DU.BERG REVOCABLE
5 TRUST,
6 Paintiffs,
7 VS NQ 2025 LA 360
8 THOVAS W G00CH  SABI NA SERSHON
EDMRD X CLINTON JULI A WLLI AV,
9 ALPHONSE TALAR QO GECRGE FLYNN
THOVAS J. PCPOVI CH HANS NAST,
10 THE GOOCH FH RV CLI NTON LAWFl RV]
LLC LAWGCHH CE GF ALPHONSE A
11 TALAR QQ
12 Def endant s. MOTT ON TO RECONS| DER
13
14 REPCRT (F PROCEEDI NGS of the hearing before the
15 Honor abl e JUDGE JCEL D BERG commenci ng on
16 February 26, 2026.
17
APPEARANCES.
18 _
PAUL DU BERG (via Zoom)
19 Sel f-Represented Litigant;
20 ATTCRNEY THOVAS QOCCH
Sel f-Represented Litigant;
21
ATTCRNEY SABI NA SERSHON, (via Zoom)
22 Sel f-Represented Litigant;
23
RECCRD NG TRANSCR BED BY:
24 Heat her Voska Hartw g, CSR
Gficial Court Reporter
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APPEARANCES ( QONTI NUED) :
ATTCRNEY KA MDD, (via Zoonm)
O behal f of Thomas J. Popovi ch and Hans Mast;

ATTCRNEY M CHAEL ABLE, (via Zoon)
O behal f of Al phonse A Tal ari co;

ATTCRNEY (CECRGE FLYNN  (vi a Zoom)
Sel f- Represented Litigant.

ATTCRN\EY CAM LLE EVANS, (via Zoom
O behal f of Ainton Law Frm
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1 THE GOURT: Dul berg agai nst Gooch, et al. Be patient.
2| I've got sone people still inthere. kay. There we go.
3| Nowwe're admtting.

4 MR QO0CH | don't see the plaintiff, Judge.

5 THE QORT: HMaintiff's right there.

6 MR GOOCH Ch.

7 THE QOURT: On the left. See, there? O the second
8| rowright bel ow --

9 MR G300t Yeah.

10 THE QOURT: -- M. Pritchard.

11 MR G000t For the record, Your Honor, Thonmas (och,
12| GOOGCGH appearing on his own behal f.

13 THE GORT: od norning, M. Gooch.

14 MR DUBERG (Good norning, Your Honor. Paul Dul berg,
15| plaintiff.

16 THE GORT: od norning, M. Dul berg.

17 M. SERSHON  Good norning, Your Honor.

18 MR ABLE Good norning (indiscernible).

19 M. SERSHON  Sabi na Sershon on behal f of nysel f.

20 THE GOURT: od nor ni ng.

21 MR ABLE (ood norning, Judge. Mchael Able for

22 | defendants A phonse Tal arico and the Law (Ofice of

23 | A phonse Tal ari co.

24 THE GOURT: od nor ni ng.

Received 03-16-2026 04:05 PM / Circuit Clerk Accepted on 03-17-2026 08:23 AM / Transaction #37126066 / Case #2025LA000360
Page 3 of 11



© 00 N oo o~ W N PP

N N N N N P PR R R R R R R
A W N P O © 00 N O OO0 N W N B O

MR MD: Good norning. Kavi Mdi for defendants
Hans Mast and the Law Cifices (audio distortion -
I ndi scerni bl €) Popovi ch.

THE GQOURT: od nor ni ng.

M. EVANS. And good norning, Your Honor. Camlle
Evans on behal f of the dinton defendants.

THE GQOURT: od nor ni ng.

MR FLYNN Good norning, Your Honor. George Flynn on
behal f nysel f.

THE GQOURT: od nor ni ng.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, a notion to reconsi der
Judge Costell o's decision on the notion for substitution
of judge for cause has been fil ed.

Judge Costello this week is at Ed Con. Yeah. |
know.

So ny thoughts are to put this in front of him
next week to set the hearing date and to do it next week,
to nove on this natter. Everybody okay with that?

MR DULBERG Yes, Your Honor.

THE CORT: Can we pl ease --

MR G000+ For the record, I'mfinewthit, Your
Honor .

THE COURT: | thank you.

M. EVANS. And us, Your Honor.
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1 THE GORT: | thank you all very nmuch. [f anyone is
2| not okay, | would like you to please tell ne now | am--
3] | amsincerely --

4 MR MDD : No objection, Your Honor.

5 THE QORT: -- asking. | don't know what your

6 | cal endars | ook Iike.

7 Sr, you said?

8 MR MDD : No objection, Your Honor.

9 THE COURT: kay. Sweet. Can we go, please, one week
10| fromtoday, which | believe is March 5?

11 How i s that | ooki ng?

12 THE QAERK  For -- (h, for Judge Costell 0?

13 THE GQOURT: Judge Costello. | shoul d have | ooked this
14 | up.

15 THE QLERK  That's okay.

16 THE COURT: And | sincerely apol ogi ze. H ease be

17 | patient, |adies and gentl enen.

18 THE AAERK  |'m pretty sure he's open in March. So
19| let ne just doubl e check.
20 MR QO0CH Judge, | have --
21 THE QLERK  Yeah, he is.
22 MR QOO+ | have a bunch of stuff up on the 5th. If
23 | we could have like 9:30, | can work it out.
24 THE COURT: VWell, let ne ask you. Does the 6th work

Received 03-16-2026 04:05 PM / Circuit Clerk Accepted on 03-17-2026 08:23 AM / Transaction #37126066 / Case #2025LA000360
Page 5 of 11




1| better for you or the 4th?

2 MR QO0CH The 4th would be a better day, Judge.

3 THE GOURT: Thank you very nmuch. March 4 to everyone.
4 M. SERSHON March 4th is better for nme, too, Judge.
5 THE QLERK  That's a good dat e.

6 MR FLYNN Judge, | actually have several natters up
7| that norning. | don't really have a -- a position on --

8| on that nmotion, but | do have a notion that | had noticed
9| for today.

10 THE QOURT: And what is that, please?

11 MR FLYNN And that is a notion for an extension of
12| tinme to answer or otherwise plead. It's a -- probably one
13| of the nore extensive notions for an extension that you ve
14 | ever seen. | do plan and have indicated in the notion for
15| extension on asking for a longer tinme than -- than typi cal
16 | to answer or otherw se pl ead.

17 THE QOURT:  Hold tight.

18 MR FLYNN As the (indiscernible) --

19 THE GORT: M. Hynn. M. Hynn.
20 MR FLYNN  Sorry?
21 THE GORT: |'mgoing to tell you right now --
22 MR FLYNN Yeah?
23 THE GORT: 1'mgoing to tell you right now what we're
241 going to do on this, sir. |If you -- If you re not worried
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1| about their notion for substitution of judge for cause,

2| you don't worry about the tine to answer or otherw se

3| plead because we don't know yet who the judge is.

4 If I were to grant you anything right now

5| anything while this is pending and unresol ved, it is

6| potentially void.

7 MR FLYNN Fair enough.

8 THE COURT: Not voidable. Moid. So | -- Let's please
9| not even get involved in the mddle of this ness. Let's
10 | go ahead and get it shipped straight back to him

11 |f you don't wish to be there, the other counsel
12 | wll hopefully remnd Judge Costell o next week that you
13| have no dog in the hunt and are not worried. And |'ll put
14| the natter --

15 MR FLYNN VeIl --

16 THE GOURT:  Yes?

17 MR FLYNN | appreciate that, Judge. |If there are
18 | other -- the other notions nay be heard at that tine,

19| though. | would like to be present.

20 THE COURT: They -- They can't because renenber the
21| only thing this goes to Judge Costello for is the notion
22| toreconsider. That's it.

23 MR FLYNN  Ckay.

24 THE COURT: Because it's just the notion to reconsider
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the notion to SQJ for cause. That isit. kay? SO
not hing el se can be heard. So you don't worry. You're --
You' re officially --

MR FLYNN Fair enough.

THE GORT: -- in the |inbo. | think they call it in
t he bardo, so.

MR ABLE Judge, | guess simlar situation. W had a
mle -- a notion up for today for -- to notion to quash.
V' re going to withdraw that and just ask for tine to file
a responsive pleading. So sane thing then? VW' re just
going to --

THE GORT: Hold tight on -- Hold tight on
I ssuing --

MR ABLE Ckay.

THE COURT: There's no sense in issuing any order,
doi ng anything renotely substantive in this matter until
the notion to SQJ for cause has been rul ed upon.

MR ABLE  Under st ood.

THE GORT: Ckay?

MR MD: And, Judge, so | see on the docket that we
are up again for a conference on March 5th before you.
Shoul d that date be stricken?

THE GORT: |'mgoing to take care of this order, ny

friend. Though, | do sincerely appreciate you raising
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that to the Court's attention.
That is what we wll please do, |adies and
gentlenen. March 5 before this Gourt is please stricken.

MR MDD : Thank you, Judge.

THE GORT: Al right. M. Dulberg, March 4 at
9:00 a.m. It works for you, sir?

MR DUBERG Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

THE CORT: It wll be -- Everyone -- Everyone, it
wll beinthe room2-0-4 on March 4 at 9:00 a.m. | wll
do the order nyself because it has to go through Court
Admn and be signed by the chief judge for the
reassignnent. | wll take care of it.

There's nothing el se we can do on anythi ng el se.
(kay. So don't worry about it. It's all out there, and
it'll be ruled upon once this notion is ruled upon. Ckay?

Ladi es and gentl enen, thank you all very nuch for
your tine. P ease be well. Have yourselves an anazi ng
day.

MR QO0CH (Good norning, George (indiscernible).

M. SERSHON Thank you, Your Honor.

A VA CE Thank you, Your Honor.

A VA CE Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: What George were you saying hi to?

MR GO+ CGeorge Flynn. | --
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10

THE QORT: (Qh.
MR GCH | haven't seen George for a while.
MR FLYNN  Hey, Tom

MR QOOH H -- He has less hair than the last tine

| saw him

THE GORT: | think you -- | think it's a beau --

MR FLYNN You said that -- You said that last tine
saw you.

THE QOURT: | think it's a beautiful head of hair,
sir. | thinkit's a lovely head of hair.

MR FLYNN Thanks, Judge. See you, Tom

MR MDD : Your Honor, wll the hearing on March 4th
be in person? | just want to nake sure.

THE GOURT: No. No. No. No. Everything is via
Zoom and that's just -- | don't even know He'll
probably set a briefing schedule. Ckay?

MR MD: kay. Thank you, Judge.

THE GOURT: Thank you, all.

(Wi ch were all the proceedi ngs
had in the above-entitled cause
this date.)
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11

. | N THE TWENTY- SECOND JUDLA AL A RAU T CAURT
2 MOHENRY QOUNTY, |LLING S

4

5 |, Heather Voska Hartwi g, an Gficial Court

6 | Reporter for the Twenty-Second Judicial Grcuit of

7| Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoi ng Report of
8 | Proceedings was el ectronically recorded and is a true,
9| correct, and conplete transcript so taken at the tine and
10 | pl ace herei nabove set forth to the best of ny ability
11| based on the quality of the el ectronic recording.

12

13

14

15 Heathen Voaka WM

0 I(_:fb?f Qiegl V%Sﬁ?t I_B@Nre})\gr ?er

17

18

19

20

21 Cated this 16th day of March, 2026.

22

23

24
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