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| N THE TWENTY-SECOND JUDAQ AL ARAU T
MOHENRY QGOUNTY, [LLINO S
PAUL DULBERG I ndividually, and

the PAUL R DULBERG REVOCABLE
TRUST,

Plaintiffs,

VS NQ 2025 LA 360

THOVAS W Q00CH SABI NA SERSHON,
EDWRD X, CLINTON, JULI A WLLI AV,
ALPHONSE TALAR OO CGECRGE FLYNN
THOVAS J. PCPOVI CH HANS NAST,
THE GOOCH FIRM QLI NTON LAW FI RV
LLC LAWGCFFI CE GF ALPHONSE A
TALAR GO

Def endant s. MOTI CN

REPCRT COF PROCEEDI NGS of the hearing before the
Honor abl e JUDGE JCEL D. BERG commenci ng on
March 20, 2026.

APPEARANCES M A ZGOM

PAUL DULBERG o
A Sel f-Represented Litigant;

ATTCRNEY SABI NA SERSHON
A Sel f-Represented Litigant;

ATTCR\EY KAVI MXDI _
O behal f of Thomas J. Popovi ch
and Hans Mast ;

RECCORDI NG TRANSCRI BED BY:
Heat her Voska Hartw g, CSR
Cficial Court Reporter
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APPEARANCES ( OONTI NUED) :

ATTCRNEY CECRCE FLYNN o
A Sel f-Represented Litigant;

ATTORN\EY JOHN RACANELLI
On behal f of Law O fice of _
Al phonse A Tal arico and A phonse Tal ari co.
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THE COURT: Dul berg agai nst (Gooch, pl ease.

MR DULBERG (ood norning, Your Honor.
Paul Dul berg, Plaintiff.

THE COURT: Good nor ni ng.

M5. SERSHON Good norning, Your Honor. Sabina
Ser shon, Def endant.

And just for the record, | spoke with M. Gooch
yesterday, and he will not be appearing today. He's got
a matter in Lake County, but he said that we can proceed
wi t hout him

THE COURT: Thank you.
MR MDD : Good norni ng, Your Honor.
Attorney Kavi Mdi for Defendant Hans Mast.
THE COURT: Good nor ni ng.
MR FLYNN  Good norning, Your Honor.
George Flynn on behal f of nyself.
THE COURT: Good nor ni ng.
MR RACANELLI: John Racanelli --
THE COURT: Al right. There's a notion for SQJ --
MR RACANELLI: -- for A phonse Talarico and the Law
G fice of A phonse Tal ari co.
THE COURT: Good norning, M. Talarico. M
apol ogi es for cutting you off.

VW're before the Court on a notion for SQJ as a
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matter of right.

Anybody got an issue with it?

MR FLYNN Judge, CGeorge Flynn. | have an
obj ecti on.

Before | entered an appearance in the case,

M. Dulberg objected to a notion for an extensi on of

tine to answer or otherw se plead or multiple notions
brought by Popovich, Mast, Qinton, WIllians and the

dinton Law Firm

Wat ot herwi se mght not have been a substanti al
| ssue under the statute was converted to a contested
not i on.

M. Dul berg had the opportunity to test the
waters, so to speak, as to the Court's rulings; and his
obj ecti on was overrul ed.

So accordingly, in ny viewthe Court has nade a
substantial ruling.

Wile the statute itself mght be inartfully
drafted, that's the | anguage that is used.

But in any event, M. Dul berg converted that
notion into a contested natter and did not prevail.

So for that reason --

THE COURT: What was -- Wit --
MR FLYNN -- inny viewthe Court has ruled on a
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substantial nmatter; and accordingly, the notion shoul d
be deni ed.

THE COURT: What was the substantial natter, again,
that | ruled on, please?

MR FLYNN It was a -- Miltiple parties filed a
notion for extension of tinme to answer or otherw se
plead, which in and of itself mght not be considered a
substantial matter until in ny view M. Dul berg objected
toit. Hs objectionis overruled. So the Court has
ruled on a contested matter in this case, and so | think
he's already tested the waters as to the Court's rulings
In the case, and so his notion shoul d be deni ed.

THE COURT: M' am do you have any thoughts on
behal f of M. ooch?

M. SERSHON (Audio distortion - indiscernible).

MR FLYNN That's the order of January 21st of
2026, just for the record, Judge.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Thank you, na'am
M. Modi.

MR MXID: Your Honor, | would agree with CGeorge --
M. Flynn. At the sane tine, it is up to Your Honor.

He has, you know, SQJ of right; but we've been in this

case for a while and our for dismss has been pending
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for awhile. W'dlike it to be heard or to set a
briefing schedul e on that.
THE COURT: Thank you.

M. Tal arico?

MR RACANELLI: Judge, it's actually John Racanell|
for M. Talarico.

THE COURT: M apol ogies, M. Racanelli.

MR RACANELLI: No, that's fine, Judge.

Yeah, we joined M. Flynn for the reasons that

he stated on the record.
THE COURT: Thank you.
Your reply to that, M. Dul berg?
MR DULBERG Excuse ne?
THE COURT:  Your reply, sir?

You heard their objection to your notion for
substitution of judge as a matter of right. They object
because they claimthat | have nade a substantive
ruling, which nakes your notion untinely.

MR DUBERG \Well, | would say that the -- the
ruling was on an -- on an admnistrative i ssue and
not --

THE COURT: Thank you very much. Thank you very
much. You need not say another word. You hit a hone

run on your hone sentence. | agree you the gentl enan.
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It was admnistrative. | think if | kept this, anything
| did --

UN DENTI FI ED VO CE  You got cut off.

THE COURT: Hold tight. | agree that if | kept this

case at this point, anything | did would jeopardi ze all
work, all of it.

The testing the waters doctrine, | nean
generally it requires a substantive notion, not an
admnistrative matter. This was admnistrative purely.
It was not a notion to dismss. It was not a notion for
sumary judgnent. It wasn't -- | nmean, was it
contested? Yes. But it wasn't substantive. And | play
It safe rather than sorry on this.

The notion for substitution of judge over
objection is heard. It's allowed. | wll enter the
order nyself.

M. Dul berg, you have submtted an order. |'m
going to erase that order fromny screen. And the
reason i s because we have a very special order. |'nm
holding it up right now |[|'ve already filled it out and
signed it. You can see it. And this order then goes to
the front office, and then they fill in your new
assi gnment with your new date.

Al of you will get your new assignnment wth
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your new court date in the nail. P ease pay very careful
attention, and keep an eye out in the mail for your next
court date.
| wish you all the very best. There's no need

to tender an order to the Court. Please be well and
have an anmazi ng weekend. Thank you for your tine.

UN DENTI FI ED VA CE:  Thanks, Judge.

M5. SERSHON Thank you, Judge

THE COURT: Thanks Judge.

UN DENTI FI ED VA CE:  Thanks, Judge.

(Wiich were all the proceedi ngs
had in the above-entitl ed cause
this date.)

Received 04-21-2026 03:04 PM / Circuit Clerk Accepted on 04-22-2026 08:50 AM / Transaction #37694537 / Case #2025LA000360
Page 8 of 9



I N THE TWENTY-SECOND JUDIA AL A RAU T COURT
MCOHENRY COUNTY, |LLINA S

|, Heather Voska Hartwi g, an (ficial Court
Reporter for the Twenty-Second Judicial Grcuit of
I1linois, do hereby certify that the foregoi ng Report of
Proceedi ngs was el ectronically recorded and is a true,
correct, and conplete transcript so taken at the tine
and pl ace herei nabove set forth to the best of ny
ability based on the quality of the electronic

recor di ng.

HNoather Vosfa WM{)@?

Heat her Voska Hartw g
Cificial Court Reporter

Dated this 10th day of April, 2026.
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